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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 	Gregory Thorpe, Ph.D., Director 
Project Development and Environmental Analysis Branch 
NCDOT Division of Highways 

FROM: 	Peter B. Sandbeck 

SUBJECT: 	Phase II, Historic Architectural Survey Report for Construction of NC 125 Bypass of 
Williamston on New Location on Multi-lane Right-of-Way, TIP No. R-3826, Federal Aid 
Project No. STP-125(1), WBS No. 33512.1.1, Martin County, ER 01-9766 

Thank you for your letter of September 23, 2004, transmitting the survey report for the above project. 

We offer the following comments. 

Whitley Farm (Properties 5-7) (MT 694): The report does not evaluate this property for potential 
significance as a historic farmstead. The report only evaluates the property for individual significance 
in architecture and as part of a potential historic district. There is also no discussion of the integrity 
of the 265 acres associated with the farm for potential agricultural significance. How does it relate to 
other farmsteads in western Martin County? Many of the outbuildings, if not a majority, appear to be 
over 50 years of age. Two surviving tenant houses are also significant features. This property should 
be further assessed for its significance under Criterion A for agriculture. 

Rodgers-Leggett Farmstead (Properties 12-20): Clearly there is a concentration of early to mid 19th  
century buildings on this site which include what appears to be a slave dwelling and other antebellum 
buildings—rare survivors in Martin County. There is no discussion of these buildings as they relate to 
other antebellum outbuildings in the county and very little discussion about the type of construction 
or original use. The report does not evaluate this property for potential significance as a historic 
farmstead. The report suggests the loss of the earlier house negates the remaining significance of the 
resources which appear to be 10 historic buildings, two cemeteries, and an agricultural landscape that 
might prove intact and significant. This property should be further assessed for its significance under 
Criterion A for agriculture. 

Location Mailing Address Telephone/Fax 

ADMINISTRATION 507 N. Blount Street, Raleigh NC 4.617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617 (919)733-4763/733-8653 

RESTORATION 515 N. Blount Street, Raleigh NC 4617 Mall Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617 (919)733-6547/715-4801 

SURVEY & PLANNING 515 N. Blount Street, Raleigh, NC 4617 Mall Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617 (919)733-6545/715-4801 

• 
A17 I c.E.4 



Slade Cemetery (Property 40) (MT 415): This cemetery appears to represent what was once 
commonplace, but now, rare since it illustrates a nearly completely intact antebellum plantation 
burying ground with some decoratively carved stones, a fence, and association with one of the 
county's most influential early 19th  century families. The report does not discuss the decoratively 
carved stones or the early stones that are apparent in the photos. Are they the work of known 
carvers? Are there any signatures or marks to indicate where their origin? The Slade Cemetery may 
also be eligible under Criterion Consideration D for the grave of General Slade, a person of 
"outstanding importance" and where there is no other site or building directly associated with his life. 

AN7 
We concur that the Bennett-Smith House is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Review of the properties in Appendix A by staff more familiar  with the area of potential effect resulted in the 
following comments and recommendations for additional study. 

it^7 o361 	 A47456‘1 
Golden Peanut Mill (Property 23) and Abbitts Mill (Property 33): what is the date of construction for 
each mill and its buildings? Peanut production in mid 20th  century Martin County is a significant 
agricultural activity. The two mills should be further evaluated for their importance. 

Medway Mini Mart (Property 41): This building appears to be remarkably intact from the historic time 

AA
-r t 066 period, apart from the synthetic siding. The siding does not immediately disqualify the building for 

National Register eligibility under Criterion A, as it more than likely would for Criterion C. This type 
of roadside building is rarely as intact as this resource, and it very likely served an important function 
in this rural area of Williamston as a social center, grocery store, gas station, and/or rooming house. 
We recommend further investigation of this resource for its importance to the local community. 

to-st T I: +e Or: 
Drive-In Theater (Property 68): A rare surviving building type. What was its date of construction? 
This site appears to have all the essential drive-in theater components, including the ticket booth and 
open viewing court. We would like to know more about the history of this drive-in. 

The above comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's Regulations for Compliance with Section 106 codified at 36 CFR 
Part 800. 

Thank  you for your cooperation and consideration. If you have questions concerning the above comment, 
contact Renee Gledhill-Earley, environmental review coordinator, at 919/733-4763. In all future 
communication concerning this project, please cite the above referenced tracking number. 

cc: 	Mary Pope Furr, NCDOT 

bc: Southern/Kane 
Power/BO 
Swallow 
106 
County 
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