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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND GRIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Joseph's A.M.E. Chu“fch3 built in 1891 by Philadelphia architect Samuel
L. Leary, stands as one of Durham's more interesting vernacular examples of late

Victovian religious architecture. In both plan and compesition it is a highly eclecki
wori, combining the dense massing of Richardsonian Romanzsque with elements culled fro
Gothic Revival and, Lo a lesser extent, from the Meo-classical movement.
shell, a basilican form eight bays long and three wide, is built of

Gek laid in onewt0wflve common bond and is coverad by a steep gahle
ith broad alternating bands of imbricated and regular slate
xds on a brick foundatiocn stuccoad o 2 height just including
Jecting table. The main (east) facade is dramatized by a two-story square

slightly projecting from its southern bay. The tower has a louvered belfry and a

i

taper pfzam*cal spive crowned by an elaborate cast irvon finial., Stevpsd diagow
anLr Lh terminating in a truncated pyramidal-capped bartizar j

.
ment the stepped buttresses which reinforce the vemads
all staine& 01&ﬁ" lancet window
from the north elevation in the form of a rasiquaa tra
low gakle voof which features proncunced veturn ends.
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T line. A huge, highly
wate pipe organ acits as the focal point of the chancel, centerzd between the two
nder lancet windows.

The altar rail, an Fastlake~style balustrade, bows our into the body of the church,
"lowing the contours of the four SCLtlono of curving pews. The pews, presumably of
‘ater date, feature scrolled arms above flat-paneled lancet arches, Both east and
~t sides contain full~length second story wooden galleries which vigorously curve
‘ward along their southern ends. Fach gallery is supported by three slender colunmns

is enclosed by a boldly turned balustrade above a two-tiered flat paneled wainscot
ntical to that which trims the first—-floor walls.

The most dramatic feature of the interior is the trea the ceiling. A
-tieved art nouveau chandalier hangs over the center ai ttercup~shapead
circle the stem. Pendant terminating in open

lescent glass light fixtures en
rtefoils, fall from the base of each uppev tier light

ne roof constyuctilon is a polychromed pressed tin «

eme 18 composed of a brilliant turdu@lqe accented by go.v

Sheathing the timber
mboyanf colaor
perimposaed on an
3

e rh

-whire field. The cediling design consists of lavge coffers fLormed ?7 rectilinear

1s of reeding enriched by plaited vibbons. IdenLlcally trizmed diamonds fil1l eact
Elaborvate floral bosses decovats each intersection of the coffer bordevs.
the margin around each coffer is éaﬂo of guilloche ntertw

ite avillan crosses. Ewpo ed puvl1gs. decorated with :
divide the dinterior into three longitudinal arveas at righ ng.
of the pews.

octagonal band of
ts of a vow of egg-
ithin elliptical
ling. T1he south

r 1is c]osed String

narthex ceiling is covered by a diaper pattern with

e molding inset with tiny f[leur—-de—~liz. The cornice

trim beneath which is a broad border of fleur-de-11

zs. Roundel wreath medallions occur at each corner of
i the narthex contains a staic room to the bell tower.
a

a quarter~turn plus landinﬁ per story. It ieqfnfsh a mo
a

wrars, and a squarve-in-—section chamfered



FERIOD AREAS OF SICMIFICANCE -- CHECIKAND JUSTIFY BELOW

PREMISTORIC  —_ARCHEOLUGY FREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLAMNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 2 geLigion
L 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1538 —AGRICULTURE __ECOMOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
~-1600 1639 KaRCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
~1700-179¢ _ART __ENGINEEPING __MusIC __THEATER
%1290 1899 _ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
_1900 COMIUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X-OTHER (SPECIFY)

——INVENTION " Black Histony

SPECIFIC DATES 1891 (bequn) BUILDER/ARCHITECT

S

amuel L. Leary

e

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Jozeph's A.M.I. Chureh, built in 1891,
Revival chuvch, dits exterior form providing an interes
fabric ia well-praservad,
pfclwcf of cooperation betveen blacks and
s3ive of the prominent black community

nd education;
stare's most imporitant black

whites,

'L
including the vividly painted px
b:

in Durham,

handsome eclectic

fnil to dite plan; the

esged tin ceiling. The

tious brick building i=

SEBDd?ﬂg for dis early
gome

[
o b

was a post e
baviats Snipes
i

Trectors

thare

cermission Inr the

et o hpilit u[
Movih Carolina

ceope

e
Mt

D La .

the

and hospitcal

he established a

SO0

vivoa few vears the

tHarithan's s

eirec

HOTCHTOT,
ial fr
he firar a

al

suhohant

SNV T

more

hono

ot

Durham}

cevvicos oo Sunday. cald to hﬂve
dehan gave the land mgrenation

o, wWhere he purchased from Mro. Minerva

on Y/h
of the ﬁar”*
and che

*qu'made their

ades.
in Durhﬂm"

suaed U

Revevend Edian D. Mavkam, a former fugutive slave and a native of
Novwth Carolina, retuvned to Worth Carolina from Cansda and settled

piece of land.

BT




UNTeEDSTATES DEPABRTMENT OF THE | o -
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
e e S -3
ITEM MUMBER 8 PAGE one

g structure. Samuel L,
'y of Philadelphia, whom Washington Duke had brought to Durham to design tobacco

Lears t
buhldjnw , was chosen architect, and the cornerstone was laid in 1891. The Reverend
AL Jd veral years latev

. Chawbers was minister of the church at the time, and it was se
pefore the building was completed.

The brick for the church were fired in the brickyards of Ro
black who came to Durham's Station from Pennsylvaula in 1864, es
and eventually became first president of the Mechanics and Farm e t
established in February, 1907. Early on in the building of rhe church WVashington
ivee and Julian 5. Carr, tobacco capitalists, contributed heavily to the building
and menorial windows in the church sanctuary commemorvate their ner031tyg Th
the church was changed to St. Joseph's A. M. Z. Church in 12

the church was completed it was gaid to be the
in the South. When Bookey T. VWashinzton v

said, "In all wmy traveling 1 have never
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