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St. Jos s A0f,LE. Church built in 1891 by 
stands as one of Durha~ s more interes vernacular 

arcld .. teet Sarnuel 
of late 

Vi.c tOL :I::'ln architecture In both plan and it is a eclecti 
culled WOl , cO.-ili] 

Gel t1dc 
dense, 

Revival and J to 
of Richarclsoniflfl RomCln2sque 'flith elemenl'-:s 

a lesser extent, from the Neo-classical movement 

The church shell a basilican form t 
fin .. :·rj bcLc.k laid in on2'-to,~five common .. bond is cOV2-r..-ec1 

built of 

[C)ot s,h<,.,t'll?c1 \d.t:h broad alterna bands of iubricated and 
The '\7h01e sC::.nc1E; on a brick fourtdation s t:uccoed to 2 .. 

Til,." 

el 
of 

The main (ea::; facClele is drc'lTllatizE':d a 
The t01',,!e hcts a and 

an elaborate cast iron finia] 
bartizan) support 

buttresses which reinforce the re~ninder of the 

8. t::'i 11 
:,!c,l 

PUDt:.Lua t:.ed a taJI s ta=lnt':d lancet ",?inc/old .'Jl1~i.::li:-: .. 2d 

along haunch and C L'OilCi" A 311,-:'1110\'T chancel thr~e ~",jd:-c:' and 0 

tb.e nr .. n':'th e.levcltion in t~he fo"rn of 2. resJdual trCllT3 

outer 

the:: cede o[ ::::. 

cn,::-cb.e,j tymp:lnur'i is filled \'J'tth s i::.=-Lined 

t of both nortb arld south 
s'iw.ller sc:c,'tle 

appeax on the TtlcJin 
ci. 1;:[ [~C oculus g'LVE'U a clas 

c 
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)port the molded imposts at either late:[a1 end of the line. A huge.'. highly 
Late pipe organ acts as the focal point of the chclncel, centei::-,::::d betHeen the t~vo 

nder lancet windows 

The altar yall, an Eastlake-style balustrade, bows out ints the body of the church 
the contours of the four sections of pel:'lS. Th~ pe':'TS presuIHcibly of 

ater date, feature scrolled arms above flat-paneled lancet a~ches. Both east and 
t sides contain full-length second story wooden galleries which vigorously curve 
ward along their southern ends. Each gallery is supported three slender columns 
is enclosed by a boldly turned balustrade above a two-tiered flat paneled wainscot 

f1tical to that t\7hich trims the first-,floor vmlls. 

The most dramatic feature of the interior is the treatQent A 
-tiered art nouveau chand2Jier over the center aisle. But 
lescent s light fixtures encircle the stem. Penctant s) 
trefoils, fall from the base of eac'.h uppe"r· tier Ii 

roof construction is a pressed tin 
is composed of a brilliant e accented 
te field. The c des consists of lar 

plaite.d ribbonsv Iclen diamonds fill each 
lre. Elaborate floral bosses decorate each intersection of the co fer borders. 

the margin around each coffer iG of che i::-1 t e"[ t\7in2':~ "\TJ th 
.lcate avillan crosses pllrlins c 'n~vil j nca 0 rna·" 
~at divide the interior into three t to the 
:ement of the pews. 

The narthex ceiling is covered a 
;1<x mold inset uft:.h fl(=:llr·de 

p:lttc:rn \"lith a 
The cornie c 

oct band of 
s of 

tc 1m ben.eath ,,·,Thich is a [,road bord of fleur-d 
Roundel wreath medallions o~cur at each corner 

_ the narthex contains a stair rOGm to the bell tower 
turn It f('(1tllr 

a sCJ Lt~3.. 

lis S2t "7ithin 
of t ceil 

c"'1.1 
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lCS 1891 SUI LDEnl l-\nCH ITEeT Samuel L~ 

St Joseph's A.M.E. 
}{e-,r(.vaJ c hurc:b_;> it s exterior 

in 1891 is a handsome eclectic Gothic 
an foil to its plan; the 

fabrLc I:=-: tin 
uct of cooperation 'betl,Ieen blac.ks and ,;vhites 

e}TT i:ve of the black in outs 
adv.:lrlCeS in bu;:-; Uef3E] Gnd echlc2tiort; amoDg U--::e members of the church het") been sonv~ 

S/)Ol1 

1 I) 

the. 

I'aS!i! 

ce's most t. black, leaders 

y ~s 18~O th~re 3 a post office established at 
~·~,rill~d in honor of Dc ~ Earl,~ L: on \iJl";ose 1.3nc1 i 

the directo s of the ~)rth 

the i1 i4a a 
l:::rcl.cl to form \;'lhile 0 

pr'23(~~1 

Ie> of the 

pursu:2d tracie.s, 
and Il'7hiL:es in Durham 

and the firs t b18.c 1'_ 

C'I. former f sla.'it.:' and a nat \Je of 
Carol 

Hhcr l' he 
returrled to Nor Co.:coliua Canada and settlc~ 

sed fJJlTU I'Ii::-s Hiner ITa Fo\Tlcc of lS.L1::-l 

2J j,J 
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In 1890 a COlllFlittee Idas nal"'~2c1 and began for a larger s r:ucture Sacnuel Lm 
Lecll .... Y of Philadelphia, WhOEl Has tOD Dul(e had t to Durhan to deE; tobacco 
build was chosen architect and tIle cornerstone was laid in 1891. The Reverend 

. J. Chahlbers was minister of the church at the time and it was several years later 
~efore the building was ted. 

The brick for the church were fired in the of Rober B. Fitzger ld a 
black I,;-ho ccnne to DurhaEl s St:ation from Penn ;:mia J.n 1866) established his brick .. · 

.cks 2nd event1l3 became first presiclent or the ?'Iechanics anc F.cn:';-:;ers Bank \.d1en it 
s established in ,1907 Early on in the bu of the church 

and Julian S Carr, tobacco capitalists contributed hen to the 
2lrlCl menoyial Hindm,ls in tIve: church sanc tuary comCi2mora te thei 6~,neros 

- the church was to St. Jos TS A M ~ Church in 1891. 

1::h f' nth e. c h u r c h '1:7 a ~::l ted it ,73S s[J:Ld to be the I'1>JSC []Cin,.:J.SCllle church of th Ls 
ion in t be Sou t. h " \'J:~ e.n Boo k2r T \.]::! 

:; he sa id 11 In all lity tr ;.'1'/21 n::~ T hi:l'12 
11 Thro th 

tCI[lC build i dat: 
Ste Jo 

fL",JI:l 1[; \1" I,,)a:c:; 

nt~~rs felL thr~ 

John He!.: i.c1::.) 
leccdE' s advocated" 

t. 0 n \,7 j t e cl 

the notclble pioneer members 0 tl:e 
cOFiliwnity v,ler John Her ick) fonndEcL:' of 

c h u r ell \ .. / h 0 hJ. V e. b e. c·n 12 a d 
r:h Carol i-lu 

the JClrE~;est: black mhlC::Q business in thc=c Un ted ~;tatesJ JC)~1n 

eli::' DTld secretary 0 North Cp,roljna lv[utual) Profe~ i:!ilJ 
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a CGClfnllnity ceclter The firs t school for Durham t s blacks \'Jas 
The piOl"lSer congrega tinl1 'f7as 

l:cial cultural, and ecluc 
In the tl;')8ntieth c it vas 

of persons '>7ho contributed to th·~ 

life of blc'.c.l,~ s in .North Cg:coliu2 arld the Sou 
a center for Durhamis civil activities 

III addition, an taut feature of bi-racial cooperation in North Carolina since 
E'~;cons t: [u:::. tiOl"l has been a l:-ela t bet\'12el1 certain of the: 

A II. E, Church is an 
During the 12 t deca~e of the nineteenth century white tobacco 

of this cooperatj.on. 
talists gave generous 

nations to the build and uhitf. cit.i;~(::;n~-:; are active supporters. of t 
church s preG2rv8tion ~na iVE:~ U.Se:: 
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