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The Thomas Jerkins House is a rather restrained example of the 
Italianate style of architecture popular in the mid-nineteenth century, 
which follows the side-hall plan traditional in New Bern. The two-story 
frame structure, set back only slightlTfrom the sidewalk, is three bays 
wide and three bays deep, with a two-story ell on the west side. The 
overhanging eaves are supported by simple curvilinear sawn brackets 
rather closely and evenly spaced on a wide frieze board The walls, with' 
the exception of the flush-boarded wall beneath the one-story porch on 
the front (north) facade, are covered with plain weatherboardse Corner 
posts treated as Tuscan pilasters and the wide sill marking the high 
water table above the full basement, combined with the lid-like effect of 
the cornice board, create a strongly bounded rectangular block. Two 
interior chimneys with molded caps project from the roof. The full­
height brick basement walls are stuccoed and rusticate~. 

The full-width porch has a hip roof with eaves ornanented by 
brackets smaller but identical in design to those of the main roof. 
The roof is supported by square posts, each face of which contains a 
flat panel terminating at the top in a foliated outline. These posts 
are repeated as pilasters on the wall surface at the porch ends. The 
posts stand on brick bases, which raised the porch floor to the level 
of the first floor. A balustrade with turned balusters formerly enclosed 
the porch, and a plain balustrade lined the stair which originally rose 
to the central bay of the porch. Recently, however, the porch was 
altered. The floor has been removed except for a small landing at the 
front door, which retains the turned balustrade. A similar balustrade 
now runs along the transverse stair which ascends across the central 
bay of the facade from ground level to the landing. The posts remain 
as they were. 

In the northeast bay of the front facade, the raised-paneled door 
is framed by three-light sidelights and a narrow three-light transom. 
Pilasters repeating the design of the porch posts flank the sidelights 
and support a paneled cornice above the transom. Large four-over-four 
sash windows, reaching nearly from floor to ceiling, with wide plain 
surrounds and louvered shutters, pierce the main facade and the remaining 
three sideso The first-story facade windows are surmounted by cornices 
identical to that abovo the main entrance, and flanked by pilasters that 
frame a flat panel beneath each window& The basement is illuminated 
by two-over-two sash windows with plain trim. 

A north two-story ell was in place by 1898 and is possibly con­
temporary with the main block.. Except for the molded architraves 
surrounding the four-over-four sash windows of the two-story bay pro­
jection on the north facade, the ell trim is identical to that of the 
main blocko A rear one-story flat-roof porch across the main block is 
supported on plain posts with a simple' balustrade. A breezeway pro­
tected by an arched standing-seam tin roof elevated on plain posts and 
enclosed by a simple balustrade leads from the rear of the ell to a 
separate kitchen, a small one-story structure with a standing-seam tip hip 
roof and six-over-six sash windows. 
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A side-hall plan two rooms deep is repeated on the first and second 
floors of the Thomas Jerkins House and in the basement as well. Beneath 
the main stair in the hall is the stair to the basement It is quite 
plain, with simple balusters below an oval handrail terminating in a 
square newel, and an unornamented open string. The basement is finished 
with simple trim. A plaster medallion consisting of concentric circles 
adorns the hall ceiling The deeply recessed windows have splayed 
rsvoals. The north and south rooms contain wooden mantels with flanking 
chamfered pilasters supporting plain friezes and shelves. 

Througmut the first floor, wide molded crossetted architraves 
surround the windows and four-panel raised-paneled doors. Each first­
story room has a high baseboard, a molded plaster cornice, and a ceiling 
plaster medallion executed in high relief with foliated motifs radiating 
from the center. Gaslight chandeliers now electri~ied are suspended 
from the medallions in the parlors. The main stair rises on the east 
side of the hall. The chair rail continues up the stairwall, echoing 
the profile of the wide oval ramped handrail which is carried on tall 
turned balusters and a thick turned newel and posts. Simple foliated 
brackets ornament each step, and the stair spandrel is raised-paneled. 
The window architraves of the north and south rooms frame flat panels 
beneath the windows. A marble mantel occurs on the projecting chimney 
breast in each room. The one in the north parlor has paneled spandrels 
flanking the round-arched opening, with a central corbel supporting the 
shelf. The south (dining room) mantel has pilasters with lancet panels 
flanking a round-arched opening and simple panels following the outline 
of the spandrel~ above the Tudor-arch of the surround. A wide opening 
with sliding raised-paneled do~rs connects these rooms. 

The finish of the second story is similar to that of the first but 
simpler, with wide architraves and plain baseboards. A panel is framed 
below each window by the architrave. The north bedchamber has a simple 
plaster cornice. Identical marble mantels exist in both chambers, each 
having a round-arched opening, with a shelf supported by a large keystone. 
The north end of the second story hall contains a third bedchamber, 
finished like the others. 

In the first story of the west ell is the kitchen. 'On both levels 
a segmental-arched opening into the front bay window has flat-paneled 
reveals and soffit. 
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Thomas Jerkins was identified by Stephen F. Miller in his 
"Recollections of New Bern" as a ship master, and in other documents 
he was referred to as Captain Thomas Jerkins. Whether he owned his own 
ship, or was captain on a vessel owned by someone else is not known, but 
the 1801-1843 account books of William Hollister ( a New Bern merchant 
and ship owner) verify Captain Jerk:ins;'s trade.. He purchased supplies 
from Hollister and engaged in occasional trade with him, evidently 
growing prosperous through these and other business connections. 

The Johnson street lot on which Thomas Jerkins built his house, lot 
320, was patented as early as 1751, but no house is known to have been 
buil t on the property until after it was purchased by Thomas Jerkins in 
1804. Jerkins had certainly already built on the lot by 1820 when he 
mortgaged the property and noted that it contained "half an acre more 
or less, together with two dwelling houses, one of brick and one of wood 
situated thereon ........ If 

Jerkins's brick dwelling house still stands (immediately west of 
the subject house, and much modified) but if anything remains of the 
early wooden' house, it is only the brick basement. Traditionally the 
present Jerkins house was constructed on the foundations of an older 
house. That house was built on a sharp bank overlooking the street, and 
would probably have had a high brick basement. Since the new house 
which Jerkins built about 1849 was on the same site, it would have been 
reasonable to use the foundations of the older structure. 

As a New Bern adaptation of the Italianate, the house fits 
stylistically in the mid-nineteenth century, and that fact is supported 
by documentation. When Jerkins insured the house in December of 1849, 
with the North Carolina Mutual Insurance Company, the site contained a 
house, barn and stables, kitchen, and srooke house. The insurance 
policy covered the house 

on the corner of Johnson & Craven streets, Lot #320, of wood 
and nearly new.. Has a scuttle and will have a terrace 36 x 34, 
2 stories and basement with, 2 chimneys, 7 fire places.. Ashes 
carefully removed .. 

this property being already insured in this office for $2,000 on 
house kitchen 28 x 14, 1 chimney and 4 fireplaces ....... 



Form 10·3000 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entrle&) 

8 .. 

N 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NA TIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

North Carolina 
COUNTY 

Craven 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

Both the house and kitchen survive and fit the descriptions and dimensions 
given in the policy.. Though the other outbuildings have disappeared, the 
lot to the rear of the house, fronting on New street, is still a part of the 
property, so that though the lot is narrow, the house and gardens are deep, 

through the entire block, and probably covering all the property on 
which the stables and barns were located. 

Tradition has it that the house was lighted by gas in September of 1856, 
and certainly the gas fixtures which remain in the house--including quite 
ornate chandeliers in the two first-floor rooms--date from an early period. 
One of the floor-length mirrors installed in the house at the same time is 
also still there, though the matching mirror in the rear room has disappeared .. 
When the sliding doors were opened between the rooms and the gas was lit, 
this suite of rooms would have been one of the showplaces of New Bern. 

Like other houses on Johnson and Craven streets, which were less than a 
block from the headquarters of both General A .. E. Burnside and General 
John Foster, the Jerkins House was intensively used by.the Union forces in 
New Bern. Between March of 1862 and the end of the war in 1865, the house 
served successive officers and men of the Massachusetts, New Jersey and 
Vermont units who were quartered in New Bern. 

Shortly after the end of the war the house passed from Jerkins 
ownership to that of Cicero Green, who held the property for only two years 
before transferring it to Eliza Dean. It is likely that all these transfers 
involved Jerkins relatives for the will of Eliza Dean, in addition to noting 
that the Jerkins house was the place where she resided, also mentions children 
and grandchildren 'of the Jerkins' family for whom she was guardian. 

Ownership of the property remained relatively stable until 1955 when it 
was acquired by its present owners. Over the years the house and kitchen 
have remained amazingly unchanged, and such changes as have taken place are 
cosmetic and do not disturb the fabric of the,house. 

The Thomas Jerkins House is an excellent example both of the awareness 
of the shipmaster who built it of the prevailing architectural modes, and 
of the capability of local craftsmen to adapt the mode to New Bern's 
established tastes, as seen in its restrained elegance and the use of the 
traditional side-hall plan" 
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Miller, Stephen F , "Recollections of New Bern Fifty Years Ago," 
New Bern, 1874, 
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