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historic name Sharpe-Gentry FartJ 

other names/site number ShaQe , John O. Farm 

2. 
stroot &. numb-er NH cor., j ct. ~C 10 & SR 1137 
crty, town ?ropst. Crossroads 

state ~\8rt::-l Carolina code ~\C county Cat':lI.,-ja 

Ownership of Property 

_-=~ private 

_' publk>~xaJ 

__ public-State 

_' pubHc-;:&deral 

Catego;-y of Prcp-Brty 

~l building(s) 

:JSJ district 

r : site 

! structure 
:-i obj8{;t 

------------------------------

lSl~ot for public2.tion 

Lb vicinity 

code 

Number of Resources within ProP-8rty 

Contributing Noncontributing 

_~_ 1 buildings 
___ l __ _ ___ sites 

__ 2 _._ structures 

_____ objects 

___ 3 __ Tota! 

Name of r?lated NumbBr of contributing res-')urces pr8viou~ly 

iisted in the National Register ___ g ____ . 

As trle cesigr,ated authority under the National Historic PresGr.{a:ion Act or 1900, as amoflded, ! hereby certify lllat U'lis 

-.X.' no~'nation [J reql16st for determination of eligibility m8€ts the documentation standarcJs fo~ registering prop-Brties in the 

National Register of Historic Places an meets the procedural and professional requirements set fonh in 36 CFR Pan 60 . 
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Catawba 1:\.C. 

Domestic: single dwelling 
A is ric u 1 t u r e / Sub sis ten c e: ani In a 1 fa c iIi t ~: 
Agriculture/Subsistence: storage 
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural field 

(enter categories from instructions) 

Queen Anne 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

(enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic: single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence: animal facility 
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural field 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation brick ------------------------------------
walls wea therboard 

roof tin 
other wood 

The Sharpe-Gentry far~, located in southwest Catawba County, 
n ear" P r" 0 pst C r" 0 s s r 0 ads 0 n N _ C _ H '; 9 h way 'I 0 1 i saw (3 'j I - p r' e s e r \/ ed, 
typical example of a turn-of-the-century farmstead in Catawba 
Co u n t y . 'r he c·; r" c a 1 9 0 3 Que e nAn nest ~/ I e far" mho use l c.; ace 0 m pan '; e d 
b~/ a wel'-ma-jntained frame bar'r"" gr'anar''y', englnehouse, and smal'-
e r' 0 u t b u i I din 9 s .r he :3 :'1 a r p e - (:,; (3 nt r-' y' H 0 U ~=-; e f ace s sou t h d i r-' e c t I y' 

onto N.C, Highway 10, at an elevation approximately ten feet 
above the road. The yard ~s planted in shrubbery, with flowering 
bushes and magnolias, cedar and boxwoods around the yard and 
o LI ,t b u i I d 'i n g s . J-\ d r' i v e w a \/ win c! s '1 1'1 tot he p r" 0 p e r-' t ~/ bet \oIH:? e r the 
bar'n dnd housE.:~. 8t.::;h-jnd the hou~;:)E.~t to the nOr',th, lS a densel2YI 
wooded area, behind which lay rolling agricultural fields. 

,'he Shaw"pe-Gentry iHk::t>l.Jlse (11)\ II or, at t ached ~) ket c /'''' IVla p) , on e-
and-one-half story, is a steeply pitched hip-roofed frame cot-
t d 9 e wit has m a I I, cent e r -:= r-' 0 n t gab led d 0 r rn e r' and -, a r 9 e f -, a n k 'i n 9 
c r" 0 S S - gab I e s f (3 a c h W'j t has rn a I I s qua t" ~3 s -) n g I E! S as:: /,,', W 1 ,"', dow . r w 0 

b r~ ., c k, cor" belle d cap i nt e r-' ~ 0 r' chi rn n e ~/ s p r" 0 j e c t: 0 u t 0 f the hlP P e d 
1'" 00 f, f 1 a n k -i n 9 t h E,~ C r" 0 W nOT the deE) ~) h -j p '" 0 0 f . 

bE~ I 0 1,,10) 

and 
dc)or-' , 

r he f r" 0 n t d 00 r-' i s c en t e r" e din the rn a '; n -t- a cad e , d "I r-' e ct 1 ~/ 
the gabled dormer. it is a simple door, with paneled lower 

glass upper. :3i~ple. sash windows flank both sides of the 

Each side of the house retains near symmetry_ On the front, 
the gab I !3 d sec t '; 0 n s p r ,=:, J e c t \/ EH' V ~~ 1 l g ht -, y f j'~ 0 m the en t ran c e 
(:)lE,~vatlon and each secticl(-' Co,"',ta'ins> a one-O\/er"--one :::;:asi, \I./lndcl\A)_ 

Gel b I e s abo v et her' ~?- a r~ t h 1 r- d 0 feCi c h ~::~ i cl e don 0 t E-? >< ten d be von d t h t:3 

r' ~,::,':;:) t 0 f thE:':;:: -i d E! E,:) -i e vat -, ':::.' n 2:; . 'f he 0 v (.;;> '" a I I s; V rn rn E,:) i= '" 2YI 'j s b r~ 0 ken , 
h 0 1,,1,1 eve r-' , by a \,1} rap _ .. a r~ 0 u n eve r' and are 0 m par" a t i vel y dec 0 r' a t l vet 0 

1.:: h e r~, 0 use, wi',) -j c h 0\ n vel 0 pes t: he f r' 0 (', t (s 0 U t h ) and we s t: sid e s () f 
tf,(~ [louse. fhe veranda 'is:Jetailed by dE:jcor-'at';ve tur"ned posts ,::lnd 
balusters, giving an over~ll lighter appearance, and terrnlnates 
a t the n 0 r-' t h E.3 n d 0 ft he t,.1) 0:::: ::; t f a c d d E.:; 'i nap r' 0 j e c tin g gab -, e d p a v 'i -I -

I-ion. 

CKJ See continuation sheet 
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Sharpe-Gentry Farm 
CataHba J N.C. 

t,~d 

The rear of the house is 
a kitchen/bathroom area. 

a c i r' c a 'I 9 4 0 add i t ion t w h 'i c h c rea t -
I t -j s c 0 v e r' e d by ash e d r' 00 f 1 n e>< t: 

to a n ex i s t 'i n g r'\ ear gab -; e . 

'fhe -j nter' i or' aT t rle house -j s) a cpni-er'-ha 11 tv·/O room deep 
- "I" h " , h /']1 a 11 - 'h -, plan. e stall' rlses agalnst t e east wa I I Wlt a plaln, square 

wood newel post. The t~o front rooms were likely sitting room 
and bedroom, whil~ the two rear rooms were bedroom and dining 
room. Each of the four rooms has a fireplace, with simple wood 
mantels decorated only with single turned colonettes flanking 
each side of the fire ooxes. In the northwest corner of the 
house a small k'itchen :3c5jition extends from the din'ing r'oolTl.'!'he 
('ear' hall door', with p2:",elE)d lov'/sr' ,:ind singls glass:~ panE.~ upper, 
1 e a d ~3 tot he en c los e d per c h ,3 n d bat I" r' 00 m t W h i c h we r' e iJ d d edt 0 the 
house circa 1945. P~lor to that time the original porch was 
open.fhe downstairs rooms are finished with mahogany stained 
and painted wainscots ~nj plastered walls. All ceilings have been 
co v e r' e dint he 1 a st t we r t: y ~/ ear' s w 'i the e lot ex. "r' he sou the '::) s t r' 00 m 
/'''1 a s) be f3 n pan t.; 1 e, din r' e c e '-, t yea (" s a -j on g the e as;; twa 1 1 . 

Upstairs are two s~all bedrooms. 
i n tot hen a r' t h roo m, 1,1,1 h ! '= h has a s lop E~ d 

'The sta irs 1 sad 
c e iii n 9 ',hI h -j C f"'1 cor' r' e s po n d ~: 

with the angle of the p~tched roof. A two-panel door leads to 
t: /'-'1 e sou t h bed 1" 00 (n, w h l c hal s 0 f e) a t u r' est he s lop e d c e -I Ii n g . t a c h 
room is lit by a single small bay window, which is gabled out
sid e . f h t,~ W 0 () den flo 0 ~, sin bot h r" 0 0 m s h a ve bee nc:o \/ erE! d w 1 t h 
-I'ino-Ieum. 

Outbuildings on t e property are typical of many 
Co u nt y . I n t e 9 r" i t Y 0 ;= -, he 0 u -t b u i 1 d 'i n 9 5 i s 9 en era 1 I y 
rn 0 s t 0 f the b u -j I c/ -j n 9 5 3 ,- e bel i e v E~ d t 0 bee 0 n t em po r" a r' y 
house. 

in Catawba 
good 1 and 
with the 

I\, poul"E~d-concrete, gablE;-r'oofE~d etngiiliile !r'[])(D)(1!11 (8, contr'lbut-
-j n g ) ) b u -j I t: c -j r' c a 'I 9 ::! j, :::~ t: and s d i ,'> E:) C t I y nor' t h w est 0 f the h 0 use . 
"I'll (~ floor sat' e a 1 sop 0 l..J .-, e cJ con ere tea n d the r' 00 f 'i~; woo d f r arne , 
covered 'in metal r'ooflri~l, It: has a south facade voIDod door'. ThlS 
building was used to house the generator and batteries before 
D u k e POl,io/ e r' e >~ t E:) n d e del e c -:: I' 'j cit y t: D t h -i ~~ p a r-' t 0 f the c; 0 U 1'1 t \:/ c i I' C a 
'19;3::i . 

A :s irfled (C, con t r' l C) U -:: l n g) s tan d 5 be h l n d the ''') 0 U S E~) bey 0 Il d the 
gar' d 0) n . I tis a f ram e, =: he d - r' DO fed :;:~ t: ,-. U c t: u ,-. e, \1,1 i t h :,::; ton e f 0 u n d a -
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t 

Page 2 Sharpe-Gentry Farm 
Catawba County, N.C. 

t l 0 nan d d -I t, ttl 00 r s, w h l chi a c c 0 (' d l n 9 tot he 0 IN net', y,! a s U :=> t-:3 d a s 
a dog hous8, and dates from the early 19305-

A pumphouse (U, noncontributing), built circa 
in the tall weeds east of the house, near SR 1138. 
concrete block wlth a metal gable roof. The south 
e r' ed vorl t h ~.J I ass ~\ri n d ows I ' .... 1 hE.H" e ,IIi" s. GEJn t r' 'y' kE? pt hE,~ r 

1 ::J Li 5 r 

1 t i:::::: 
stand~:; 

made of 
side -is 
f -, ower':;;.; , 

cov--

Nor t h w est 0 f the h 0 use i s the chi c ikelfll coop ([ I non c (] n t rib u t '.-
i n 9 ) . I t: i s the corn bin a t ion 0 fan 0 1 d pot a t (] h 0 use 0 nth e \,1/ est 

:::: 'i de, V,) h 'J C h had bee n m 0 v e d f r' 0 rn a not r, e r' I 0 cat ion I a n cj a c h·-j C 14~ E:; n 
coo pad d l t l 0 non the not' t h S l de. " he b u '] -, d l n 9 -j s \oil C) 0 d f (' arne \'\) -j t h 
ash ed, m ('0:) t a I roo fan cl :;::: C t' E.~ E) r) e d 0 p e ,.." 'j r) 9 ~:; t [) the, :::: () u t: h . '" h E.~ 
S t r u c t u r' e was b u i I t c i r' c a 'j 9 2 ~j, howe v e r i S con sid e f' e d non con t r' -i b-" 

uti n 9 d U E:\ to de t e," i 0 t' at i on . 

r he. '91 ir' a n a r y (~;, con t r' 'j but i n 9 ), IN h -1 c h s;. tan d s n 8 a r' t: he 
V,I a y 'N (? :::~~ t 0 f the h 0 U S 8 and s rn 0 k e h () use , "j ~3 a 0 II e s; tor' ~/ , 
roofed frame, weatherboarded structure- It has a stone 
t:: ion, y,/ood floor. a wood, ::-30Ut h facadE-) door', d,",d no 
Inside are three wood grain bins [t is painted red, 
likely contemporary with the house. 

d r'" "j \/ r3 ~. 

t;JabIE~~ 

r::ou()da·
V,,Jl ndO\l.j:3-

and is 

B e h l n d the 9 (' a n a r y 1 S t: he 9 a If" age (Cl teo n t r' 'i but i n 9 ), w h 1 C h '1 ~~ 
a woo d f t'" arne b u lid i n 9 wit ham eta I f gab 1 e d t~ 00 f r d 1 (' t floor, and 
an 0 p e ni n 9 cni the sou t: h f a cad E-,) . J t \1,.1 a s b U 'i 1 t 'i n " S3 2 5 W hen ,vi 1" S . 

Gentt~y bougi'it her' fir-'st. car'. 

'r he ba if' n ( H,e 0 n t rib uti n g) i s a I a r' £,F'3 , r' e eta n 9 u -, a r' f r' a me 
~> t rue t u r' t3 , \/.) -j t h s ton e f [) U n d a t: ion , d -i r' t: f -j 00 r' s~ , m <2 t a I -- c 0 \I e r' 0,~ d 
gab Ie," 0 0 f ,. and she dad d l t i on on tot h (~ f' ear, n 0 I' t h \I>! a -I I. U nt he 
south facade of the barn are small, diamond-shaped vent Wlndows 
about ~]'ix feet above ground level. Ln th(.::; centei" of the (3ast 
f a cad E~ 'j S Ci I a r' 9 t:: d 0 () r' mad E'::~ 0 f spa c e d I ve '''' t 'j c a I :::::: I a t 5 t C) a" 0 V,I 

for \/ en t l I a t ion . /\ b c') vet he d 00 r l S a i'~ 13 eta n 9 u -I a t, , II 0 to, '1 z 0 n t a 'I 
~; I a t \I E,:' ntH d \101 -) n dow, d n () t () t I", c' :::~ 0 u tho f t h (:: d 0 (.) " 1 san y.) I n d 0 ',i,1 

open i n 9 . r he b a r~ ni~:; ell C los e d b '.:/ an .':It t a c:: t i ve , c (' 0 s s ,,- boa r' d 
f en c c..:; _r h 0 ugh 0 r', c e \.!o) h -) t e", the b a ,'" n, £,1 a r' d CJ e and 9 r-' a n a r' ~/ ',!~ e r' E:~ 
p ,3 i n ted t" c: d 1 nth e 'I 9 :) Us, ''I' he b r3 [' ni s be -, lev~:: d t 0 bee 0 n tern po -" 

('ar'y wlth the hCJu::::~e, 

r h E? IP i 9 s t ':I (j, n () r) C Cj r, t r' -i but 1 n g) i san (J pen -. a -1 f'" I 

\I,) '; t: h <':-1 1 00 s e ':/ f r' e rn est r' u c t u r' e, c 0 v e r' e d b ~/ a 9 (J t) , e 

s t (' u c l: u '" e '1 S '-_J f ,3 n l net e (' rni nat e d ate an cJ '1 n a 

c; C! " d -j ti c') n . 

per,necJ 3f"'ea, 
r~ D 0 f . !" iyi s 

d e t e (' 'j G ,:;::1 ted 



Section number __ 7 __ Page __ 3_ Sh2rpe-Gentry Far~ 
Catawba K.C. 

lhe farm acreage (J, contribut1ng) lies north of the farm 
b u -j I d l n g s .1' he; a p p r' 0 >< -j mat ely :::: 8 a c [, e ~3 a r' est l I I fa ,-. me d I tho ugh 
by neighboring renters, since the Sharpe-Gentry Farm lS not fully 
operatlonal at this tlme. A dense band of trees and undergrowth 
st and s bet ween t he h 0 use and nor t h f lei d S; w h l c h are rn 0 s t -, Y use d 
for' grov'l-ing corn, sO'jbE~an~, arid 'Y./-inter' wheat_ Nortn of the fleld~3, 

n ear" the n 0 (" t h p ," 0 p (~ ct Y I 'i n e, l san 0 the r ban d 0 f t r e e s w h l C hac t 
a ~~ a y,1 -1 n d - b rea k . ''I'' he f 'i e Ids 9 -j \j e 'C h E.~ b h a r p e -l~ en t r' ~l Far' m -i t s 
r"ural integrlty. 

fhe old Absalom Pr'opst House, though at one :::lme locEltE~d on 
the nom l nat e d pro p e f" t yon the n (J r t h ~3 l de 0 f N. C. H l g h ,>,11 a ~I 'I 0 , i s 
not: l n c 1 u d e d a s a his t: 0 r" l C (' f.? sou r' eel n t: h l:=3 n 0 rn l (' a t l 0 ,"', bee a u ~:; e -j t 

was moved to the parcel on the south side of N.C. Highway '!O 
( \Jol h l c h l s not par' t 0 f the n 0 rn 1 nat e cj p r' 0 P e") r' t: y') -3 ,-j has 1 CJ ~~: t: 'i t :Co: 

h"istorlc context. 



N.C. 

has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally D statewide [XJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [KJ A 0 B [KJ COD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 COD 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Agriculture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
ca. 1903-1939 

Cultural AHiliation 
N/A 

ArchitocUBuilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
ca. 1903 

State significance of property. and justify criteria. criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

T' hE' Sharpe-Genitry farflfJl l s: a r' e p r as EHi tat i VE~ aa I" 1 y t wen t -j e t Ii 
c E~ n t u r' y far m s t a a d 1 0 cat ad l n sou t h \h1(0 s~ tea taw b a Co u II ,t Y n EJ a I" t h EJ 
village of Propst Crossroads. The farm consists of a Queen Anne 
sty 1 E'J C -j r' c a 'I 9 0 :3 f a 1-' mho use 1 wit hit s; d t;? cor a t i v E~ V E,~ r' and a con -
structed of turned posts and balusters, as well as a frame barn, 
9 ,-. a n a r' Y t gar age I and she d S . J 0 h n S h a '" pe, b u -j 1 de r 0 f the i'l 0 USc; I 

was an early twentieth century small farmer and lumberman and may 
h a ve p u ,-. c has edt he 1 and t 0 h a r' \/ e) s t -j t s 1 u m be) /" . In'! 9 '! 9 he sol d 
,t he p r-' 0 p e r~t Y t 0 J 0 h nan d L u ell 1 E-3 (~ e nt r y . .J 0 h Ii (; e n t r~ y was a c r-' a n (:3 

operator most of his lifE,~, and spent a gr'eat: deal of time aV·/ay 
from horne, however, Lucille Gentry ran a :::;mall dairy on the far"ll 
t: 0 supplement the -I r inc orne .r h 8 S h a r p e - G e II try F a ,-. rn , as an e x a m -
pie of one of the most intact twentl(3th cantul'y farmsteads in 
Cat a \hi b a COLI n t y, -j s S i 9 n i f -j can tun d e r" t h a His tor icC 0 n t ext 1/ ).\ 9 r i -
cult u r aiD eve lop m e nt 0 f Cat a IAI b a Co u n t y, 'I 8 2 0 - 'I 9 3 9 ," u n d e r' C r' "i ,t e --
,,'-lon ;.\ and the attr'active QUE'c!rI )\nne style house and assoclated 
out .. b u i -I din gsa r-' e s -i 9 n l f 'i can tun d e rt he P r~ 0 per ,t yT y pes, " H 0 use s 01-= 

Cat a \hi b a , C () l/ n t y: ''I'' wen t 1 e t h C e n t l/ r y ('I 9 () 0 - '! 9:3 9 ) , II and "R u /" a 1 U u t -
b u i -I d 'i n 9 S 0 f Cat a \IV b a Co un t y ('I 8 2 0 - 'I 9 :3 9 ) . II 

ill] Soo continuation she-et 



Section number __ 8_ 1 Sharpe-Gentry Farm 
Catawba County, N.C. 

rhe Sharpe-Gentry Farm is a well-preserved, representative 
example of a turn-of-the-century agricultural unit. located in 
s;outhv,Jes;t Catawba Countlj, about nine miles south of Hlckory, near' 
Pro pst C r~ 0 ~; :::~ r" 0 ads, the far'" mho use and a d j ace nt 0 u t b u i -: din g s h a ve 
bee n sea I'" eel y a 1 t ere d . Des p -j t e ~~ 0 m e rn l nor' d E.~ t e r l 0'-' a t ion i n 
recent years, the house and farming complex retain their archi
t E,:; c t u r' a 1 -j n t E:) g r -j t Y . and s t to, on 9 v -j s; u a 1 qua 1 -j tie::~ . /0 hey a r' d -- sea p e 
is enhanced by shrubs and flowers planted in the yard. Unlike 
n e -j g h b 0 (' i n c;,1 far' rn s, the p r' f) s E: n t - d C') ')1 G e n try f a ,-. rn s:: t -j 1 I has 1 t s:: bar l'" 

garage, and granary. 

r he::) I''', ;::1 1" p e - G f.~ 1'1 t r' "i H OI...l sew a s b u i 1 t c i r' c a 'I 9 () :3-- " (J U:J by .J 0 h n U_ 
s h a r' p e ( b. 'j ~~ 'l 2 ) . ~3 h a r' p 13 I.j) a s f r'" 0 mt he pro rn i n en t :j h a .'~ p e f a m "i -, y 
who, along with the Propst family, settled and developed the 
Propst Crossroads area in the second half of the nineteenth 
c F~ n t u r' '31 , r.> ~:.~\ t: e r' ,Vj _ S h a r' p i',:::l (p r' 0 b a b 1 '),1 .... 1 a h 1'1 ':;:,;: fat her' ), i,V a s 2:-) 1 c'l r' 9 f.~ 
area farmer and first postmaster of the crossroads post office 
IN hen ito p e ,', E~ din 'j r3 Sl ~ , As) e a (' 1 ')1 a s 'I 8 9 6 ,J 0 I"w, had esc a b i c::~ h E,~ d a 
separate household, but he did not yet own land.

1 
Sometime 

d U (' i n 9 the "f:! 9 U S I he nt a '" (, -j c c.i C r' e :;:;; e P r' 0 pst, t 1-", E' d c:l ugh t e r" Cl fAd 0 I -
p fool U S P (' () pst, h -I S n e i g hob 0 r' . ~~ ShE-) d i c: d s 00 n C') f t (c,; r' t h ~ oj " ill d 1-' r' -j Cl 9 e . 

I n 'j 9 0 3 J 0 h n mar t"' 'i e d a gal n, t 0 Ann a (rn a l d fJ n n Cl rn e u n k (-I 0 \<\1 n) . J 1 n 
thE? same ye':jl'" ~.IC)hn bought S:lxty-::::even acr'f.~S fr'om hlS brothE·r-in--
1 a wan d s"i st e J" -- i n -- -, a w f t~ (J rn his f l t" S t rn a r r "i a ~J e.. E -, l and L u c i n d a 
Hoy 1 e t pay '1 n g $ 'l 0 0 + 0 " it. Li, 

Presumably construction on the present house was begun 
s h 0 r'" t I 'j after t he put"' C has e .r he bar'" n and 9 r' a n a I' "j we r' e b u i -I t 
abo u t t h t~ S a rn E,~ t 'j me _ r he A, b sal 0 m P r' 0 pst h 0 U s; E:) I,N a SOli the p t' 0 per --
t Y and m (J v e d to .c,t s pre sen t -I 0 cat l on , sou t h (J f H ') 9 h Vi a :/ 'I U t w h i c h 
at th,:l1:: time I,NaS; par't of tl',2 far'm. :3har'pe ::;::till had a mor'tga lJ8 

on t h (::? far' m '1 n 'I 9 "0 1,,1) hen h (), t i-, i s w i f eta n d ,·t W 0 d ,:7j ugh t e r' s -I 'i ve d 1 n 
t: he h 0 1.1:', e . U e gin n l n 9 l n 'I <9 'I U ..J 0 h n ~) h a (' p e -j n v e s:: ted l!l P r" (J p e J'" t \y' 0 n 
.J ';:J C (] b S For ~< F~ l ve r , a f E.':? \,1,1 rr~ -j -, (:3 S n 0 I' tho f P t" 0 pst (-: r 0 :3 S r" 0 ads . ~) 
H e sid e :=:~ far' rn -1 n 9 7 S h a I'" p e I,t,J a sal :=:~ 0 a 1 u m be r man c-l n d rn a '/ >~} \' e b 0 ugh t 
the property for the purpose of harvesting the timber, [n '1919 

,.J C) h n U, and J\ n n a ~') f-', a r' p e ::;; old the s eve n i- y - t h r' e e E') c r' e he rn e p I ace ~.:: 0 

,) 0 h r -I !,A), and L u c "i I I e () e n t r' ')1 for' $~) lOU 0 ' b, f"" U s:; S h ,71 r' p 8 's s a I e p r' lee 

v.! ass e v (~ r-' ,:~ I t "I me s his p u ,'" c has e p r'" ice 0 f i; '/ 0 0 t I .... e f - e c tin 9 t rl e 

"improvements he made to 
a t r 6 C ton p t-' t:: :~~ en tN. C; , 

r'y _ 

the. proper't~/. ne mO\/E:d -:: 0 

·'3nd Hi (:: ko--



Section number __ 8 __ Page __ 2 __ Sharpe-Gentry Farm 
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. J 0 h n I,A) i I I lam (J e n try (2 4 S e pte rn be r 'I [3 9 0 - '/ Nove fTI b (3 r 'I 9 6 3 ) 
,n a r' r' led L, U c ill e P l eke (" s (2 8 IVI a r' c h 'I 8 9 6 - 6 ~) 0 pte rn be,' 'I 9 8 !)) 0 n J u I y 
!.~ , 'I 9 'I 'l . 'r hey had rn e t -; n 0 con e e Co U n t y, ~:3 0 u t h Car' 0 lin a, i nth e 
p (' 8 V 'i 0 us Y 8 a r' . c; i::~ ,-I t r' ~yI Vol 0 r ked f Dr a Sou t h E~ r' n ~< a -j I w a ~/ con t r' act 0 r 
on a grading project which crossed the Pickens farm. The new-
lyw(:3d couple moved ar'ound before settling 'in Catawba County'. 
The i r fir" s t chi I d was b 0 r" n i nit,) est Vir" 9 -1 n i a i n 'I 9 'I f3 . r hey 
p u " c has edt he f a (" m f.r 0 rn :3 h a r' p e -j n 'I 9 'I 9 but d -j d n C) t rn 0 v e -j n tot h (.:; 
m a i n h 0 use . Ins tea d the y -I -i v e din the old P ," 0 pst h 0 use 0 nth e 
2 d 9 e 0 f the p (" 0 per' t y . Un r han k s 9 l v -j II 9 U a "si -j n 'I 9 2 3 , aft: e 1'" the ':/ 
had mad e ,t he fin a I pay rn e n t- t 0 S h a r' p e, the y' I'fH'J V e d -i II t ot he h 0 use 
i-i e had b u -j 1 t . )\ f ~c e r t hat ci a t E.~ the (:; e n t r 'y':;:3 '" l'0 II ted the 0 I d E~ 1'" h 0 use 
to tenants 'who farmed the greater part of the seventy-three 
acres. Structural changes to the Sharpe-Gentry house and rest of 
c h e farm s -; n c e the Gent r\ y s ' purchase have been few. 'I' h (3 ~/ added a 

:J a " age -j n 'I 9 2 5 ,.;.) h E-J n lviI'" S _ C:; e n try b 0 ugh t h (.:; r' f -j r' s t car'. 'T' h co; c em E,,) n t 
sidewalk from the porch to the road was built in the late 1920s_ 
3 nH;;l -j 1 e r' 0 U t b u i din 9 s '"I e r' e b u -j 1 1.:: a r' 0 U r'~ d 'I 9 4 0 . 'r he 0 n I '::Ji C han g c~ s t 0 

::: he h 0 use we r e rn ad 8 t 0 ~:; 0 rn e r" 0 0 m s i nt hem -i d - 'I 9 Li 0 s , VI! h E:?! n t II e 
~itchen was remodeled and a bathroom added. Plantings of decora
tive shrubbery and flower beds have added conslderably to the 
place's appearance,'l 

J 0 h n W. G e n t~ r y W 0 r ked for' rn 0 s t 0 f h l s; I -j f E" a s; a c r' a n U 0 per' a ~
cor for contractors operating out of Charlotte, Norfolk, and 
~ther cities. As a result he was often away from the farm and 
(I l s w i few a s I eft too V E.:l r" see its 0 per" a t l 0 nan d t" a -i set he i r' c 1,"1 -1 -, -.. 

j r E~ n . Y E.~ t, a s iv, r s. (.:; ('" nt" "sl " e c en t 1 '/ put l t, "J t don; t 9 0 me h a (' d 
::: 0 -, l v (~ a Ion e . " " he l r fir s t b 0 r" n, IVI a r y L (J U l ~~; e, die d a t t: he age 
of two in 1920. 80rn dur'ng the 1Y20s were John Will lam, Jr" 
his father's namesake, who moved to Norfolk; Juanita Pickens, who 

in a r' t, i e d G e 0 r 9 eRa n d a I I and I l V (? d n ear' Spa r' t a r'J bur' g, SOU t: h C ,:1 ,-' 0 1 -) -
'-, a ; and U a \/ l d ,6. I len, who I -j \/ e sin Hie: k 0 r" y and l S the 0 n I y 5 U ," -

'/ l v l n 9 c h -j 1 d . L .. U c i -j leG e n t: r' y' sol d m -} 1 1< to, a 1 0 cal d a -i 1'" ~/ com pan ~l 
J pun t -i -, ,t he 'I Y bUs _ It~ hen mac h l n e - m -1 I k l n g IT! d d a h a r s III a I lop e r" a -
tion obsolate she left the business, selling all but one cow. 8 

t-' 0 1 1 0 ~h) -i n 9 h E~ r' h u ? b C1 1"'1 d ;::::: d eat h i n 'I 9 b:3 lVI" s. G E-} r) t t, "sl ,-. e eel v e d b y t h (:} 
~ e r" m s 0 f h -i s wi-I -', the s a v en t y -- t h (' e e a c ," a horn e p I ace, a f l f tee n -.. 
-3 C r" E3 t r" act: e I sew her" e -j nth e C 0 u n t y, and all per' son a -, p '" 0 rJ (3 r" t y . ~3 
.W, P I' 0 j e c t: I.;.) h -j c hoc cup -j E,:! d m u c I"', 0 f iVI r s. (; e n t 1'" Y ;~:; t l mel n her' I a s t: 

~ears was the erection of a monument at nearby Wesley's Chapel. 
~l <:,~ me; rn 0 " -j ell, for- ';.) h -i c h ::::: he h ,:'l d ::::~ a v e d f 0 " t lJoi EJ n t Y 'y' f::':' a r-' S I mar' k s thE) 

::: -j teo f (,':) n -j 1"', e tee n t: h c en t u r':! ,::1 cad fcC'1n y, "U U '/ thE? t e r' rn s 0 fLu C -1 I -j eC} 

(~ 2 II t r" ';,1 ; S W 'i -, -', a t I.;.) e n tv -- E? '1 q h t 21 ere t rae t (J f thE' f Cl r m \01) a :::~ 9 "I \/ e (-l t 0 

,- ''';,\ r' son I U ,:1 \/ 'j d J\ I len l:i e n t~ r' j', \.1,1 h (') (" e :, t s thE..:; h 0 U :c) E\ 0 U t tot: E,:' n E-! rl t-~, -



Section number ----8 3 Sharpe-Gentry Farm 

r 0 or r~ or t:: S 

'I Cat a w b a Co un t yr a x R e cor d s, No ,-' the a r' 0 lin a St ate Arc I") -1 ve 5 . 

2 r \1,/ elf the EJ n s U~;, "I 9 "' 0, Pop u 1 a t -Ion S c he d u 1 e . 

:3 T h 'I r tee nth C e r, sus, "I 9 1 0, Pop u I a t 'i 0 n S c he d u Ie .. 

4 Cat a \101 b a Co U n t ~/ U e E~ cJ 8 00 k 8:3, p p . 2 2 :3 - 2 2 4 . .J 0 h n S h a (' p ~ 
b 0 ugh t the p r" 0 per" ,t ~> 0 n IVI arc h 'I '( I 'I ~~ 0 3 t tog e the r" w 'i t h Ivlo ," r" l S P , 
S h (J r p e . ''I'' h E,~ cJ Ej e d E~ X C c:\ pte del 9 h tee ,..', act' E' s II sol d t 0 J 0 h r) U. ~) h a r-' p ~ 

p r" c~v 'i ou S tot h"i s d ate r II l n ci lea t l n 9 ,t ha t he ma y ha ve bE'3g u n cor·

structlon of the house prior to 1903. At any rate, 'in Uctobe~ 

1904, John Sharpe became the sale owner when he bought Morrl~ 

Sharpe's half-interest for $450. 

t a \101 b a Co U n t y U e e cJ 8 00 k 9 5, p. "I 4 tl and U e e d 8 00 k 'I 0 ~~ I P P , 
;2 "I 9 r 2 2 "j, and 2 2 '/ . 

'ILuc'ille Pickens Gentry, interview conducted by Dav Fo~r: 
H C) 0 d , 2 'I Nove rn be r" "I 9 8 2 ( not e san d c () 1" r" e s po n den ceo n f 'i l~: 'i n ~ t- ~ 

Archaeology and Historic Preservation Section, Division of ~r-

chivces and Hlstory, Raleigh. North Carol'ina.) 

8Gentry interview, 2'1 November 1982, and correspondence, 
July "1982. 

9 Cat a w b a Co U 1'1 t ~/ v~ -I I I b: 00 k 9, p" :3 5 '/ . 

"' UQ.!??§.c:Y.§.r.":.:::N.~:?Y:~J~.:::EDS,,§.~:~'p,C>.:; .. §.... (I\J e \101 t (') 1''', ) , 'I :3 S e pte m be r 
II He s -, e y 's C hap e I ,L\ cad ern y ," u n pub I 'i s h (-3 d b r" 0 ads l de .. 
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See Continuation Sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has beBrl requested 

II previously listed in the National Register 

i~ previously determined eligible by the National Regis:er 

~ I designated a National Historic Landmark 

~ recorded by Historic Americ2.n Buildings 
Survey # ____________________ _ 

recorded by Historic American E:lgineering 
Record # ___________________ _ 

10. Geographical 

Qg See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 

[]] State historic preservation office 

D Other State agency 

D Federal agency 

D Local government 

D University 

D Other 

Specify repository: 

Acreage of propBny _~~~~~~~ _____________________________ __ 

UTM References 

A ~ 1~4~1~6~j6~~~_ 11 ,61 0 .:~ ! 9' 4, 
Zone Easting \'Jrthing 

21618101 B LL1J 
Zone 

14 16 ,6 14 12 10 I 
Easting 

13 I 9 14 i 2 I t.i 4 :J 
Northing 

C lLlJl ~4.-J..16-=---.J..:r6--=---L..:::.--=--"J ISO 
":; 9 4 2 14 18 0 ~ - o LLlJ 14 16 ,6il 1 0 ,0 i i 3 1 9 14 i 2 !4 . 4 0 ! 

o See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

All of lot 2, bloc~: 2, sheet 1-J ,= 2.ta\·;rba County Tax Naps. 

o See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

E:-: tire rema in ing perc e 1 ::. s::: oc ia ted \'ii t h -= ~le property. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Pre.~p~a~re~d~B~yL_ ______________________________________________ ~----------------______ __ 
r 2 melt it Ie _J;B~aur~b2.ca;L~:LL Qa.~:~,.i:O~02....;c~. :-~ .. :::...:::' .~" .. ..:.... ---==:...S:o:!..:.:TJlLi DiL1:..i.!.l~e...!:.r--..S:&,,-· ~c:.:...:: e=-=...:: -=-=..::r~i::..::::':!...-l ~,,=-L. .:!:..i ~o.:..:n...L;-------.::.~~ll::..:· c::::..':..:.n..:::a..::::e-=l~H':"':j l::..· 1=-=..1-::-. --:-::h~i:....::s~t~o~~~y-----------

date I ! 2 ':; /89 .-'\::::::::--: .. Inc. C'janization C2.t2.\·:ba. C0·~:'.-::'.- :--:istorica1 
s l{8Bt & numbBr Pt. -', :'I'~' . ,- .:: B t8Iepho~~ 

COnO":2'L- state ,', . ,--.. city or town ___ -=-=-:-=-----=-:=--__________________ _ 

706/2S6-30~0 

zip cod e 286~3 
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Cat a \foI b a Co u n t ~I [) e e d s f ''I'' a x R e cor' d san d \rJ -j lis . (\Jorth Car'oll na 
State Archlves. 

Gentry, Luclile Plckens. Interview conducted by 
H 00 d, 2 'l I\J 0 vern be r 'I 9 8 2 . Not e s (p Ius f 0 1 1 0 \foI U P 
and photograph~) on file in the Archaeology 
Preservation Section, Division of Archives 
Ral(0igh, North Car'ollna. 

Davyd Foard 
cor' t' e s po n den c e 
and His tor' -j c 
and Hi s~=ory t 

U n 1 ted S tat e s . r wei f t han dT' h -j r" tee nth C e n ~~ LI S (.' S; 'I 8 b U -- ') 9 'I 0 : 
Agricultural and Population Schedules. 
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Section number Photos Page _1 __ Sharpe-Gentry Farm, Catawba County, NC 

The following pertains to all photographs: 

1) Sharpe-Gentry Farm 
2) Propst Crossroads vicinity, North Carolina 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, NC 

A. 3) Barbara Kooiman 
4) July 1989 
6) House (A), north 

B. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) House (A), northeast 

C. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) House (A) and engine 

D. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) Outbuildings (F, 

E. 3) Barbara Kooiman 
4) July 1989 

G, 

6) Granary (F), north 

F. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) Barn (H), north 

G. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) Shed (C), northeast 

H. 3) Randall Page 
4) Harch 1982 
6) Pumphouse (D), north 

I. 3) unknown 
4) ca. 1950 

room (B), southeast 

H & I), \Ves t 

6) aerial view of farm, northeast 

~OTE: Host of the photos used in this nomi~ation vlere taken in 1982. All resources 
have been thoroughly field checked by Barba~a Kooiman in 1989 and have been determined 
to be unchanged from their appearance and c~ndition portrayed in the earlier photos. 
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