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St. Paul's Reformed Church, Catawba County, N.C. 

Religion: religous structure 
categories from instructions) 

Religion: religious structure 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Gothic 
foundation ___ b_r_i_c_k ____________ _ 
walls _____ ~·_Je_a_t_h_e_r_b_o_a_r_d ________ _ 

roof _____ ~m~e~t_a~l~ ___________ __ 
other ______ w_o_o_d ____________ ___ 

glass 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

St_ Paul·s ReforRed C~rch, the most architecturally signif
icant rural frame church remaining from the late nineteenth-early 
twentieth century period in Catawba County, is located at the 
J un c t ion 0 f :3 R 1 1 O~) ,J r i (1 ~ ) R 1 1 ~ 1 i n :3 tar tow n, nut far sou t h w est 0 f 
Newton in c:erllr'a-' C,=d,;IVdJEJ County. The small church is situated 
on what would be a rather starkly landscaped triangular lot, were 
it not for the softening effect of the shrubbery which enframes 
the church and the tall fir tree located near the entrance. The 
small church has had very few changes made to its interior and no 
changes to its exterior throughout its history, thus unquestion
ably retaining its architectural integrity. 

Built in 1903-1904, St. Paults Reformed Church is a fine 
example of the Gothic Revival style translated into the vernacu
lar. The overall exterior appearance suggests a cruciform plan, 
but a closer inspection reveals th'i~) not to be the case. F<ather', 
the church has an asymmetrical plan with central rectangular 
block, offset front wing, shallow rear apse and corner entranc~ 
tower. The broad expanse of weatherboard siding serves as a 
backdrop for the simple detailing of the church, which includes 
lancet windows edged in narrow panes of colored glass, a colored 
glass roundel in each of the three broad gables, a decorative 
king and collar post design in the gable peaks, and the recessed 
corner entrance/bell tower which serves as the exterior focal 
point. The tower features a double leaf paneled door with lancet 
transom and collar-braced "hood", a plain weatherboarded second 
stage, a steep bell-cast skirt beneath the open belfry, and a 
bell-cast pyramidal roof culminating the whole. The pyramidal 
roof and the belfry skirt are sheathed with the same patterned 
metal shingles as found on the main roof of the church. 

The c 0 f' n ere n t ran ceo f St. P a u 1 's 1 e ads t 0 a sma 1 1 v est i b u 1 ('3 

fr'om which other doo,-'s open to tfl'.· ,anctuary and to a side room 
that was used both as a men's classroom and as an extension of 
the sanctuary when needed. In the sanctuary, radiating aisles 
and original wood pews are oriented toward the Gothic pulpit and 
s hal low a p s e i nth e c en t e ,., 0 f the 1 0 n g Vol all . The san c t u a r y 
c e i 1 i n g r i s est () (3 l: r' (Hi cat: e d gab 1 e . S epa r ,'1 l: i n q the san c t u a r y 

[XJ See continuation sheet 
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from the classroom are two very large paneled doors which can be 
raised and lowered by a pulley system. The walls and ceilings in 
St. Paul's Reformed Church were originally covered with beaded 
boards. While this treatment remains visible in the ments class
room, it has been disguised by acoustical paneling in the sanctu
ary . 

. ?tp..li.Q.9.c.9J?.by, con tin u e d . . . 

Pee 1 e r t 8 a n k s J. .6 .§_~ .. 9_C.~ g.f .!.h.§ .§g.~.~_b.~_cn .§.~ng.9 9..f. .!.h.§ .~'y.9n.9.§.J.J.= 
.9 .. 9.J .9 . .0.9 .B.§.fg.C.~.§.9 .9.b9.C.9_b· Phi 1 a del phi a: Sou the r n S y nod , 
1963. 

Pre s 1 art C h a r 1 e s J., Jr., e d. .6 J:U .. ~ .. !.9.r::_~ g.f .Q.~.!.~.~.!?'.9. .gg.~n.t~. 
Salisbury: Catawba County Historical Association, Inc., 
-1954. 

"St. Paul's United Church of Christ." Undated one page type 
script. Survey and Planning Branch, Division of Archives 
and History, Raleigh. 

Two .tt~.o.9..r. .. §.9 .. ~ .. b .An.oJ.Y.§.r. .. @.9 .. C.~ J.J .. ? .. ~ .. = .. l.~ .. ?:.g. Newton: St. Paul IS United 
Church of Christ, 1959. 



St, Paul's Reformed Church, Catawba County, N,C. 

Applicable National Register Criteria DAD B [9 cOO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q9 A DB Dc Do 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 
1903-04 

Cultural Affiliation 

ArchitecVBuilder 

K/A 

Significant Person 
N/A Unknown 

Significant Dates 
1903-04 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

St_ Paul's Reformed Church, a 1903-1904 frame Gothic Revlval 
style building located in the Startown community of central 
C a -t a w b a Co un t y , l san l m po r tan t res 0 u r c e l nth e Pro per t y 1-- Y P e 
IIReligious Buildings and Sites in Catawba County: Churches," and 
meets the registration requirements for that property type under 
Criterion C, in the area of Architecture, as the most architec
turally slgnlficant rural frame church of the turn-of-the-century 
period. It also meets Criteria Consideration AT in that it is a 
religious property which derives ltS primary signlficance from 
its architectural distinct-ion. St. Paul;s Reformed Church -is 
related to the Historlc Context "Rellglon in Catawba County: 
-I '/ 4- '/ - -I 9 4 -I , II a sat y pic a 1 rep res en tat i ve 0 f the r' eli g i 0 u she r ita g e 
of the German settlers who arrlved in the western piedmont In the 
mid-nineteenth century. St. Pau1 1 s move from a rural location to 
Startown in 1903 reflected the demographic shifts to more urban
-ized areas -in the late n-ineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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The Reformed faith came to Catawba County with the German 
settlers who migrated to North Carolina in the mid-eighteenth 
century_ "fraveling along the "Great Wagon f\oad" from Pennsylva
nia, these settlers arrived without pastors and were thus depend
ent upon the services of itinerant ministers. 1 One such mission
ary, the Reverend James Martin, helped form a Lutheran and German 
Reformed congregation in 1759 from which eventually emerged St. 
Paul's Lutheran and Reformed Church. 2 For over 130 years, the 
dual faith congregation shared a common house of worship, first 
in a log structure and then in a two story weatherboarded build
ing that served the members for about a century.3 

The economic changes created by the Industrial Revolution of 
the late nineteenth cen~ury had a profound effect upon St. Paul's 
Church. In 1890 Catawba County's population was considered 100 
percent rural despite the county seat of Newton and a few vil
lages that would later become cities or towns. By 1900 about 12 
percent of the populatlon had congregated in emerging urban 
areas. 4 Located about one and a half miles from Newton, St. 
Paul's felt the effects of the demographic shifts. With another 
Reformed congregation in the county seat, St. Paul ' s was dl"1Bwing 
most of its members from the emerging community of Startown and 
its surrounding countryside. The Reformed congregation voted to 
move to Startown because of its more central location. 5 

Land arrangements wer'e negotiated and work began on a new 
chur'ch in October, 1903. The first service was held in the newly 
completed structure on March 17, 1904. 6 As both Newton and 
Startown grew and prospered, the membership at St. Paul's Re
formed church 1 ncreased. About '1930 a wooden II hut II (no longer 
standing) was constructed for social and recreational use; a new 
parsonage was built in 194?; and in 1955 a house was purchased 
for additional church school rooms.? By 1958, the fifty-four 
year old structure in Startown was no longer large enough to meet 
the growing needs of the congregation. Land was acquired north 
oft he b u i 1 din g the n i nus e, but not u n til Jan u a r y 5, 'I 9 7 5 c 0 u 1 d 
the congregation begin worship in its new church. 8 

Perhaps the most signlficant individual associated with the 
historic church at Startown was the Reverend Roy E. Leinbach, Jr. 
(19U7- ), who served as a Catawba County minister for thirty
nine years, twenty-five at St. Paul's. Leinbach, a native of 
Pennsylvania, became deeply involved in community activitles 
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a -I m 0 s t fro m the day 0 f his a r r i val i n 'I 9 4 0 . I n add i t ion t 0 

demanding ministerial duties, Reverend Leinbach was a business
man; the prime mover in organizing the Newton Recreation Depart
ment; responsible for reestablishing Easter sunrise services in 
the community; instrumental in reactivating the Boy and Girl 
Scout programs in Newton; chairman of many charitable organiza
tions, including a long tenure as chairman of the local branch of 
the Red Cross; a director of the Catawba County Club; and head of 
civilian defense work in Newton during World War 11. 9 

Among the most interesting highlights of his long career was 
the Reverend Roy Leinbach's brief foray into the world of poli
tics- He was a Democrat but was, nevertheless, urged by a promi
nent Catawba County group to enter the state legislative race of 
1950 as a Republican. He agreed to run but refused to engage in 
II pol i tic k l n g , II promotion and s pee c h m a kin g . He spent at 0 t a I of 
ten cents in the camp~igns, but election for two consecutive 
terms to the State House of Representatives attested to the 
widespread popularity of the minister. 'I 0 That popularity was 
largely responsible for the growth of the St. Paul's congregation 
in the mld to late 1950s that forced it out of its original home 
in Startc' .... n. 

Wher the Reverend Roy Leinbach retired in 1979, the congre
gation of St. Paul's was well ensconced in its new brick complex, 
but the members have not neglected the structure that served them 
for nearly three quarters of a century. Though no longer in 
active use, the old church is being maintained in excellent 
condition, 
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FOOTNOTES 

'18 a n k s J . Pee 1 e r f A .§.~.9T.Y. gf .t.}J.§ .§g.~!.~.b.§.cn_". ,§.Y.ng.sL. 0 f the 
.SY.'~.D .. 9.§J"t9"9J,,.. .9D.9 .B.§.f..9f"rr!.~.9 .g.b.~.C.9 .. b (P h i 1 ad e 1 phi a : Sou the r n S y nod , 
'I 9 6 3 ) , 4. 0 5 - 4 0 6 ; C h a r 1 e s J. Pre s I a r f Jr. ( e d . ) , .6..... .tlj .. §.t9T.Y. .. " gf 
.g.9.t .. 9.~.g.9 .gg.~.n.t . .Y. (S ali s bur y: Cat a w b a Co un t y His tor i cal Ass 0 cia t l 0 n r 

Inc ., 'I 9 54. ) f 8 8 f her e ina f t e r cit e d asP res 1 a r , ~.~.!.9.~.g.9.... .gg.~n.ty.; 
and Hug h T a I mag e L e fie ran d A I be r t Ray New so me, .I.b.§ .tlJ.§..~g.C.y' g.t... .Sl . 
. §g,~.~.b.§.cn.... .§J.Sl..t .. §,,:. .t:!g.c.tb .Q.Sl..c.9}.J.n.9 (C hap e I H i I I: The Un l ve r sit y 0 f 
Nor t h Car' 0 I l naP res s r 'I 9 rl 3 ), 84 - 8 5, 'I 4 'I, her e ina f t e r c i ·t e d as 
Lef I er and Newsome f N.9.c.th ~_Sl..C.9}j.n.Sl.. 

2.I.~g"" .tl.~.o.g.c.§.g.~.b".. A.n.oj.~.§.C.§.Sl.T.Y. J.:L?g.::J..g.?g (N e w ton : St. P a u lis 
Un i ted C h u r c h 0 f C h r i s t r 1 9 5 9 ) r 2, her e ina f t era s .?q,,~Ltl':~.... AnD.,],Y.§.C.:: 
.§.2.c.~~ . 

3 P r' e s I a r, ~.9_tSl..~.g.Sl. .Qg.~n_t __ y., 9 4; .?Q_Q.t.,h l~n.o.]..y..§.C.§.9.'!'.'y', 2; and II St. 
Pau-I 's United Church of Chrlst" (Newton: undated typescrlpt) r one 
page 1 herel nafter cited as liSt. Pau ITs. II 

4 J 0 h n L. C hen e y, J r'. ( e d . ), N.9.c.t __ b .g.9T.9J..]..C!.9. .~.~?y.§.~~.o.m.§n.t... J.?.~ __ 4.:: 
.:L~ .. ?..4. (R ale l g h: De par' t men t 0 f the Sec ret a r' y 0 f S tat e r 'I 9 'l 5 ) r 'I 0 8 6 r 

her e 1 n aft e r c l ted as C hen e y, .t:! .. :"g __ :. .~.9Y.§.~:~n.m.§n.!.. 

5 liSt . P a u I 7 S "; and J a cob C. Leo n a r d f .I.b.§ .§.9.~.t .. b.§.cn.... .§.y..o.9SL. 0 f 
.t .. b.§.... .SY.Sl.t'!.9.§J.J..s:,.Sl.J .Sl.n.g. .R.§.t9.C.'I!.§.9 .g.b.~f,,9 .. b (L e x i n 9 ton, 'I 9 4 0 ), 2 9 6 . 

6Catawba County Deed Books, Off1ce of the Reg1ster of Deeds, 
Catawba County Courthouse, Newton, Deed Book 76, p. 268, and Book 
9 3, p. 'I 7; and .?Q.Q.tb An.oj"y_~_C.:?9..c.Y., 4. 

'lIlSt. Paul IS . II t~oth the parsonage and the house mentloned 
here are located on separate lots from St. Paul IS Reformed 
Church. The cemetery assoc1ated w1th th1s church 1S located at 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church (NR CT7), where this congregation met 
before moving to the present location. 

'I 0 ..Q.9.:?§.cY.§T.::.~!.§X~.§.::.Sn.t .. §.C.t2_C.~ .. ?,,§, Apr l I '/ j f '/ 9 ? 9; and C hen e y, N. l: . 

. ~g.Y..§F .. OJQ.§n.t., ~ 2 4, 5 :2 6 . 
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Catawba County Deed Books. Catawba County Courthouse, Newton. 

C hen e y, J a h n L. 1 Jr., e d . N.9.c.tn ,g.9.C.9.JJn.9 .~.9.Y.§TnXQ.§n.t J.?~.?~J.~.I4.· 
Raleigh: Department of the Secretary of State, 1975. 

L e f 1 e r 1 Hug h Tal mag e and New so me, Alb e r t Ray. J.b.§ .t!.t§.t.9.CY .9.f a 
Southern State: North Carolina. Chapel Hill: The Univer 
~'i"t'y'''''~'f'''''N ~'~'t'h""'Ea ~'~'l"i"~'a .... p.~.~.~.~ .. : .... " 'I 9 '( 3 . 

Leo n a r d, J a cob C. I.h.§ .§.9.~.~ .. h.§.cn .§.y.n.9.9 gf .t.b.§ J~'y.9.Q.9~.J..i.9,,9J. .~n.9 
B.§.t9.C.m.§.9 .g.b~C.g.b· Lex i n 9 ton, 1 94 0 . 

. Q.9.~.~.C.Y.~.r. .. ~N.~.~.?~.SD .. t.§.C.P,C.j .. ? .. § . Newton . 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Su~ey# __________________________________ _ 

o recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 

A ril 13, 1979. 
[5 See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
lKJ State historic prese~ation office 
o Other State agency 
o Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property ___ -Al~e~s~s~t~h~a~n~o~n~e~(~l~)~a~c~r~e ____________________ __ 

UTM References 
A ll.2J 14 \7 ,5 \7 14 P 1

3 ? P ,4 17 f P B LLJ ,--I .....1...' --,---I -1....-'---1...---1 
I , , , 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C LLJ 1 1 , 1 L-l 1 I 1 , I D LLJ , , , , 1 , I I 

D See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

All of lot 4, block 1, sheet 71-N, Catawba County Tax Maps. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

Entire parcel historically associated Hith property. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Barbara Kooiman, compller; Laura A. hI. Phillips, description 

organization Catawba County Historical Association, Inc. date May 27, 1989 
street & n umber Btl, Box 76 A B tele Ph-o-.",-e~7 O~4-;--r/ 2"'""S-;:-67'""--3"""'O""4T-:Or-c---------

city or town Conover state N.C. zip code 28613 
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Section number Photos Page _1 __ St. Paul's Reformed Church, Catawba County, NC 

The following pertains to all photographs: 

1) St. Paul's Reformed Church 
2) Startown vicinity, North Carolina 
3) Randall Page 
4) March 1982 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, ~C 

A. 6) Church exterior, southeast 

B. 6) Church exterior, east 

C. 6) Church exterior, west 

D. 6) Church entrance detail 

E. 6) Church interior, apse 

NOTE: All photos used in this nomination were taken in 1982. The resource has been 
thoroughly field checked by Barbara Kooiman in 1989 and has been determined to be 
unchanged from its appearance and condition portrayed in these photographs. 




