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~. Name of Property 
historic name Sherrill, :liles Alexander House 
other nRmes/site number - - -------------

2. Location 
street & number h side SR 1849, 0.1 mi. S of jet. HI S'R 
city, town Sherr i 11 s Ford 
state North Caro 1 ina code NC county 

Ownership of Pr.operty 

[!J private 

LJ public-local 

[J public-State 

L.J pubiir.>Fsderal 

of Property 

D building(s) 

o district 
Dsite 

[J structure 

C] object 

CataHba 

1848 
------

1[Unot tor publication 

lXTvicinity 

code 035 zip code 28673 

Number of Resourc9s within Property 

Contributing· Noncontiibuting 
__ 1_ __2 __ buildings 

___ sites 

____ structures 

---- __ ._ objects 
J. 2 Total 

Name of ielated multiple prOpBrti listing: Numbfli of contributing resources pr6YlOlJsly 
EEstoric &. Architectural Re.souI'ces Hst&d in the National Register ___ 1. __ , __ _ 

~:::ata-WDa County, l\--:-c-;---------_-_-__ . ___________ _ 

~. Stai~~deral Agency Certi1!cation 

r 
i 
I 

i 
I 

i 
I 

As the Ijesignated authority under ihe National Historic Preser.,tation Act of 1966. 3S aiilendoo, I hereby certify trlat this 

rJq ;,ominationD request for determination or eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in t~e 
NatronaJ .R~gi5eer of Historic P,~es .and mrts the procedural a~d profes~jonal r.eq~ire~nts set t~rth .in 3B CFR Pan 60. 
In my LJJ0?1<ile prop~ ~n 0 s not meet the National Register cfltefla< ,~. ~I Se€ continuation shoot. 

,'( (J,'r$U1 d· /\1~ • Marc~1990 _ 
Signature of certifying official Date 

i Slate or Federal agoncy and bureau L___ _ ________________________________________________ _ 
--------------------------

r- -----
I In my opinion, the property 0 meets D does not meet the National Register criteria [J See continuation shoo\, 

Signature of commenting or other official 

StElte or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nat/onal Park Service Certification . -
I! hereby, certify that this pro~rty is: 

C-] entered in the National Register. 

LJ Se<l corltinuation she€t. 

C-~ determined eligible for the Natio!lal 

Rf3-9ister. 0 Soo continuation she-et. 

D determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

L~ removed from the National Register. 

=,J other, (explain:) __ _ 

Date 

--_._--------------------

--------------

-
Signaturs of !ne KOOp€:' :>ate ot At:1lon 



Miles Alexander Sherrill House, Catawba , N.C. 

Domestic: single dwelling 

I"'OYtu'1 ...... ,.I~lC from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Stick/Eastlake 
-------------------------

foundation __ s_t_o--:-n_e ___________ _ 
walls ____ w_o __ o_d _____________ _ 

f asphalt 
roo _______ ~ __ -----------------
other ______ \_~o_o_d ________________ _ 

. Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Miles Alexander Sherrill House is an extremely intact 
two-story frame, Stick style cottage, unusual for Catawba County. 
Built. in 1886, the Sherrill House was designed by the count y l s 
first known .architect, Charles Henry Lester, and is one of only 
three county houses remaining which are known to have been de
signed or remodelled by him. (The others are the T. F. Connor 
House, listed on the NatioNal Register as part of the Terrell 
Historic District, and the Neill-Turner-Lester House near Sher
r i 'j 1 s > For d t being nominated for the Nat"i 0 n aiR e 9 i s t f:1r IIJi t ht his 
~ultiple Property Listing.) In his design for the Sherrill 

. Hous9'i" Lester' r'e! ied heav'i lyon plfltes in P_9.J.).t~.s~r.: .. § JVl.9..~.§J .... lj.9.,C::.§.§' 
(1878). 

The She r I' 'i I I House i s I 0 c. ate d () n f I 6 t t e r' r a i ni n r' U r' a 1 
sou the a s tea taw b d COLI'") ·t y n ear S h 2 r t" -I 1 I s For' d . A d r-' 1 vel e d d s f r c, In' 

S k '1.84 9 tot he e as i: sid e 0 f the he use a nap art i a 'I 1 y c! ear e d lot 
which retains numerous large trees and daffodils and other flow-

,er's scattered throughout the yard. Heavy woods border the back 
yard west of the house. 

The j1files Alexander Shef"rill House ("A" on the attached 
Sketch Map) is characterized on the exterior by irregular mass
ing, steeply pitched' gable and shed roofs, German siding with an 
overlay of vertical and horizontal boards from which its Stick 
style appearance is derived, multiple small porches with cham
fered or turned posts and brackets, a stone pier foundation now 
infilled with brick, and four-over-four and one-aver-one sash 
windows, mostly in pairs. A one-story added ell extends from the 
west side of the house. The north side of the house originally 
functioned as the primary facade when the road ran along this 
side of the house. With present location of SR 1849 on the east 
side of the house, that side has become the main facade. Howev
er, both north and east sides have entrance porches, and each of 
these sides could serve comfortably as the fro~t. The east side 
is the more interesting of the two, with its three-sided bay room 
with projecting gabled second story and symmetrically-placed 
shed-roofed porches on either side. The south and west el~va
tions are of lesser interest with two ells and two simple porch-

~ See continuation sheet 
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Miles Alexander Sherrill House 
Catawba County, N.C. 

e s . 0 ,t her' e'x t e r ~ 0 r f eat u r"' e sin c I ud e two i n t e t"l i 0 r b f"l i eke h 1 fTI n e y s 
iJ,' i the 0 (' be OJ i o·d cap s, she d d 0 :-' mer s, d '2 cor a t -; vel y s ,3 'f'}:1 gab 1 e 
oO-flr'ds r "r'a'fter"l ,snds ancJ cOr'nG:-' br'dckets, saw'too,th-patterneJ 
and' pan e I s '0 f ,CJ 'i ag 0 n alb (:)8 r'd 'i n 9 s e r v i n gas a 'C 0 n ,t r' a st· t 0 

G e ("I man sid i n 9 . 

!"c3 ke 
tr'i m, 

,the 

T he "j fl't e j"' 'i 0 r 0 f the She f"l r 1 I 1 H 0 use has a p I a ~-I a s as y fro met r ·1 -
ca las the e >< t e f'" i 0 r1 • The nor' the n t ran ceo pen s to a s t r"l i r h C1 1 1 
\~ i t h s t a 'j j"l S a see !l d 1 if 9 a '1 0 n 9 the e a s t V<' all. 0 nth e e a s t S 1 d e 0 f 
the -hal'l is the par'lor, isolated from the other rooms. The 
$ i Jc: tin 9 r' 00 til, a Ii j din 'I n 9 , .... 0 i:,) m a,"I 8 S 1 t u ate d b <:1 c k - t: 0 - b a c k 0 n • t h 0) 

,,\' est S '1 d G 0 f the hal"" [i n d ,. 't hE' mod e f-; :l i Z ,9 d k i ,t c hen 0 n t n e sou t h 
S1 d 8 0 f t I') e h 0 use i s' 8 n t 8 r e (J 'f r' 0 m the rea,"I 0 f the h a -, -; . For' c h 

VJest of ,t:he 
(~il~,'''itl~J r-'uCirtl '! ·is C1 lJat!ll"o~)rr;· ~~I:I-:·r~·;-r·rna~J oi"~ig'''ir~iJll~/ ':~11~~() !")2\/(= t) 2. f.),"'!' 

Dar't ,:')1: ';:he pDrch, .::l;!c! \':8:.':):: 0-:: Th(~ sit~~'i~I;J ,corTI is~~f-)e \.1,I2S'~_ (:::11 
iI,j-ith~i\i~S h,:)bby c:ind laU!lc!"Y I"c·::-)ms, and sOI.!~ch pOI"ch. -;-1-:2 SGCOnC1 

f 1 ocr" ;jh.3~::;' t hr'(32 r'oor.1S --- ,':1 ~)e(j !'()or!1 over' ,the pC,:! r' -10(' I a b':c~,:J,'()Ofn 

C)VB!--' t:he s'lttir'lg' ,"Dom a;-)c.1 c. bc.:ti-:r'UDm ('or'-ig~nall~-/ a beLir"oorn) QVf31"' 

'1.::: he d 'ir)':i n g' f' O~}iil., 

T h f) 'j n t e r' -i 0 r d 81': a ') 1 ~ n 9 0 f the :::; he ,"I r 1 1 1 H 0 use 1 S \IV e I I de-
5 -; 9 n ~ cJ a j') d coo ;-' din a ,t e cI ,t h r 0 ugh 0 u t t:: he h 0 use . T h 8 f!' 0 n t ( nor" ":-: h ) 
door' V· I 'j t h' its' f i \/ e c h a rn of' ere oj p a II e 1 sse t s the s tag e -F c r w hat ° 1 i e s 
. w -j t h 'j n . T' he s imp 1 (--J but : I and ~? 0 m est a i I' v,, a y f eat u r Gsa r. e a v ~/ s qua f' (:~ 
i ) e \>,/ e -, !,Ai l t h rn 0 j d e d bas e and cap and c h a i'l fer' e d s h aft t,,~ i t n j ian Ion d -
s hap e d cut - 0 u ,t san d a p p lie d saw n 1;..' 0 , .... k dec; 0 r' a t -i 0 n . The han d r-' a i 0\ , 

\rl h i 'c h '-':i s e s s 11 9 h t I ~I to' for rn a r"l"i d 9 e a 1 on 9 -; t sup per' sid em a k e s CI 

h air pin, t u r' n " at the fj ,t Cl i ria n din 9 _ /1, 'j 1 f i ve fir e p -: (;) c e ~ c; r'e 
1 0 cat e din t h 9 cor n e r s 0 -f t h 6 t ... 00 m S r r3 i', d f Co U !'" P r' c j e Gte u t w Ci f'" d 
th r e e d i In ens i' Q n a I '] y . F 0 u r Co f ,t h \-,2 rn ant e -, s sur'" v 1 v e, howe v e [' , t I') e 
f ~ f t h, ups t a 'i r s m q II t e ': )AI ass to i en w hen the i: 0 use was va can t . The 
rn ant '2 lsi Tl t he pat" -, 0 r' and ill a s t e r' bE! d ,..' 0011) a t .... e 't: n e In 0 S ,t nV:l s S 'j ve , 
',AJ i the h 6 fTl fer' e d pan ell II 9 I he a v y rn 0 1 din 9 u rt d e r the she 1 f , a Ii cJ a 
c en t j'"' a Ike y s ton e ° The y a r (:~ n eat ... 1 y ide n t: i cal, c~ x c e p t ,t ~ at ,t he 
pat" lor' m a II tel· has <3 S e 9 me II t a I - a '" c he cJ -F r i e z e vol h i let: he bed r' 00 m 
man tel (J 0 G S not. l hem ant. e Iso f the di r-I l n Q roo man cI sit tin 9 roo rn 
are ide II t -) cal . E a c h II a S -3 n arc he d f r 1 e z e I n (3 r' r' 0 'AI C 0 (' n E r p i 1 a s t -
e r" s ran d he a \I y saw n W 0 r' k bra eke t s sup po r tin 9 ,t he she 1 f _ T Ii e 9 h 0 s t 
m a !~ k s 'f j" 0 m the ill iss 1 n 9 rn alit e 1 s h 0 1,101 t h <3 t -] t 'A' a s the 0 n I yon e i II 

,t h <3 hOUSE' that 'IV a s flat r (] t.: he r'c han ,three d ~ mer. s -] 0 r. a -I . (\ t h (3 I" 

i n t: e r ~ Cl r' f eat U ;' e S 0 f net 8 -j l'1 C Iud e f 0 U r -- p a , ) e 1 d 0 0 j" s W -I t h s in Q 1 8 

1: ace rn 0 -I d (3 d cas 1 n 9 s, r e c e s s s (J !~:; h S ! \I -j n gin .t r. e (1 i n i n 9 r" ::J 0 n1 , a 
II e a v yet' 0 \t.j n mol d -; n 9 i if the p a '" 1 0 r' b u i I t u p f,., 0 m be a d e d boa '" d -I 11 9 
wit h b 0 r d e r' rn 0 I d -, n 9, and m 0 r e n a r" row C row n rn old i n gill t h 8 0 ,t her' 

, 'I... 
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rooms. The walls and ceilings were originally sheathed in circu
I a r - S' awn flu s h boa I' din g, and so mea f the s e, as i nth epa ,.., lor , 
were covered with wallpaper. At present the parlor awaits new 
wallpaper, some rooms have been left 'oAJith the flush' boarding 
expbsed but painted, while other rooms ~ave been sheetrocked o~er 

,the boarding. 

Two outbuildings accompany the house. Behind the house 
(west) is ani n eteent: h cen'tu r'y one- r'oom sc:~ Illffiw.uJse (C t noncon
tributing) which was associated with the black community of 
Catawba County. It was purcbased and moved from a site ten m~les 
3 way by t lie p r' e ~ en t own e r~ s wit h "i nt he pas ,t yea r > I ,t i s cur rent -, y 
b(-:'ing,r··er.()\lat~d by the owner:::; as an al..,tist!s s1..:udiD. t.ost of tho::-: 

""0"/ : 

house,'::-is a fr'ar.Je gi:r.".t:!lg-B (D, noncontl-;bu,ting) Y'Jhich 'i-Jas psr'haps 
pre \f -19'U s 'j y a ',AJ ago i~, she d . T t \Ie' asp r' 0 b a b 1 '~/ b U 'j -: tin the e a ,-; I ~/ 
+. I _,...... +-..: .. :~. 4- I .J 

~_Y~C"...,.(}(,e,\.h c2ncur'y_ 

,'" ,". ,t 



vdLdh'Ud 

the' significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide ~ locally 

Applicable National Regisltn Criteria DAD B ~ COD 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 COD 0 E D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instruGtions) 
Architecture 

--=-=-==~-~=..:::-----------. 

. ---------------------

Period of Significance 
1886 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Dates 
1886 

-------------.-----_.----

. Significant Person ArchitecUBuilder 
Lest2r, Charles Henry N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria,. criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Th~3 Mi les A liexi'Jllrildefr' Slhtelf"1ri-"; li 1 Hikl>ljjse is an 
S t: 'i c k - S t ,~(i eho use '1./ h i G h 1 son e 0 f f e \IV r' em a 1 r-d II g 

-; ;il po .. t a tlt: '\ 8 8 6 
in ~he county 

c: ha;-' -, es 

, Hen. r-' V ~_ e::3 t e 1-' • 'T ;-. e h 0 U S f:~ -j:'3 I~ ,-: U S U.':1 1 f c ,.. the C 0 u n t ~/ , ~,,'j t" h ': t~: 
a ~,\ y n. rl) e I: r ; C (;1 I iT; a r~ Sin .;.! 6 ri d (,.; n 'i q !, I ~::3; t: h t' e E:-> d'i m IS n S 'j 0 n d -, C 0 1" n eT :-n cd 'j -

're-'s. Uf par'ticu'icH' nDte"is lOStPI-:1 S '=J/:-)pal-'en~~ use ()f the book 
P.9)J..~,.§"'0:.C.'.:.~.;. }~.'?_SL~.J. tl.9..f!!.2.? t pub -i 'i ~-; h (-~ d by P a-! -, i s e I .... , F) cJ -: 1 'j s e :-' &: C G In P a -
ny, /:\1'-'c,h'itt:?ct,::; of 8r"ldgepor't, CDnne::::t~-icut, neal" Lescer"s C)~;.Jn 
h 0 in -2 t: 0 I,V n",JJ f N ~~ \1<,1 L.. 0 n dOli . l h '=.~ h (] U S (~ 'i::; 5"; 9 n i f 'i can tun d erC:- i -t: e r 'j 0 n 
C l n a ::> S C:}t-:' ~ a t i ~-, n \lri th t h;3 P ;-, b p 8 r t ~/ 'r ~/ p e "H 0 use S 0 f C ij t a vv b a (; 0 u n --
't:y: r>os,tbellurf, (':86S-'I~:iOO)" as an examp-Ie of a good Stlck S'ty-'e 
de 31 9 n r a . r' are e x a in p 1 ~~ ,') f a pat t e (' n boo 1<:: h 0 use inC a t a 'A' b a Co U II t :i , 
and because of l'ts assoc 'i a t 1 on Vr! t h Lester. 

[J9 Soo continuation sh&et 

.", 
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The Miles Alexander Sherrill House is a Victorian-era struc
t u r e. 1 0 c a ·t: e d. abo u ton e mil e nor tho f -t he She r"' r ill s For d ,C 0 m m un) t y 
ins 0 u the a s tea taw b a COl.) n t y . ltv..' a s b ui .1 tin 'I 8 8 6 for She r /" i T 1 , 
a 1 0 cally pro m 'I n en t mil let" and far mer. t bye hat" 1 e sHe n ," y L est e r T 

the first ·kr,own trained arch-it:sct 'in the county. As such i'C is 
o~e of the few privat~ homes still standing for which Lester was 
wholly rE3sponsi bl.e. 

T Ii 2 0 rig ina I 1 and i n 9 0 nth e Cat a w baR i ve r k no IN n asS her r -I -1 I s 
F 0 to. d was -C G v ere d b ~I La k e t~ or man i n 'I 9 6 3, a s \AI e , ' e the sit esc> f .~ 

n ~ m bet' 0 f h 1 S tot' i c h 0 use 5 i· nth ear ea. 8 0 t h t h E~ 1 a t> d -I n 9 and the 
cornrnun.'i-ty G fe')'\! rni 18~. ~ ... ;(:?,Si: of it W8'i'8 named ·for AcJarn She""i l! r 

t n e 1=" -Ion 8 e r' iAi hoc r' 0:3 sed t h f.? C a 1,= <:: y.] baR -j ve r -i n 1 'I 4 '/ ~> her r-' -j 1 1 I~· ad 
pr'svlously b0:(-:::n 'in the. V'ir'g-inia (:·10'/'; V,Jest \/-irg'in';a) ors,::.... The 
hi s"cor'.'j ·:'In :~obt::!,t ',"}. Rar.lsev ~,ad'2 thi:3 assessrl)ent of thE -C.arn'i 1 ~,/ t S 

'; nip 0 r t a () C E; tot h € S e ~: t 1 em e n t U T ,t he fro n -t i e r : 

rhE~ rr,c;::.:t p'jCt.Ul"(-;E;QUe, and probably th(:.) most 
s ') 9 n i f -j cant 1 of ·t h ':;::'2 a t" ! ~I S e ·c t: 1 e. r" s 0 nc h G 

Cat a w b a was thE) She r' r' ill f a rn -I 1 y . Not 0 n -; ~/ 
were the Sherrills trail-blazers in the set-
1: I em e n t 0 f Yo! 8 S t e r' n Nor the a ," 0 1 i II a but the y 
played a role in opening up the Susquehanna 
Va 'j i ey .1 

Wit h .~ dam She r !" l 1 I ' at the 'I '/ 4 7 c r 0 s sin 9 we r e Ii i s w'] f e and e i 9 h t 
s Oil S . .on e 0 it hE! son s, It-! 1 1 I i a rn, was t: he pro 9 en -1 to 1" of t he 9 r" eat -
e r p a " t ,0 f thE: Cat C:) ',hi b Cl Co U n t y' c 'j a n 0 f She r' r -j lis . 

/VI i ", e s A -I e x and e f" She r f" i 1 -1 ('J 8 4 8 - 'j 9 oj 6) was pa r tot ·t he f i f t h 
9 ere rat ion 0 f She r r' ill sin the a " e a _ t\ 1 tho ugh p " i rn a r i 1 y 2 fa,'" mer 
and m 1 -, -, 0 per a to,' - t h r 0 ugh m 0 s t 0 f his 1 i f e t 

1 She r " ill 1 i st e d his 
.0 C cup a t ion i n '1.f3 7 0 a s t hat 0 f s hoe rn a k e!' , I II t hat yea ,., hem a " r i e d 
Eli z abe t h ( L 1 Z z i e) 8 rot her ·t 0 n (" 8 5 2 - 'I 9 '3 '/ ) . The fir" s t 0 f the i r 
II i n e chi I d I' e n was born i 'i "8 '/ 2 . A. sl ate as 1 9 0 0 six of the nine, 
a Ion 9 wit h s eve r a I 9 ran d chi I d r en, 1 i \I e din -t he h 0 use , 2 r h e She r -
rills were Methodists and members of Hopewell Church. 3 Between 
1870 and 1885 M. A. Sherrill was regularly taxed on 100-140 acres 
plus one Dr ·two horses dnd mu I es and a felN head of ca ttl e and 
she e p . His far min gop e r· a t -; 0 II 1;,( a s n c 1:: a 1 a r 9 eon e _ -'I" h 0 ugh no 
further informatio~ is available regarding his plantings it is 
reasonable to assume that, like other farmers in Catawba County, 
he grew some corn, wheat, oats, and perhaps co·tton. 4 In the 
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m i c1- -I 8 80s , She r r ill beg ani n v est i n gin s eve r' a '1' 1 0 cal 9 r 1 s tan c1 
sawrni 11 ' operations. In combinatiofl wlth foui' other's hE-; bought 
f i \/8 a ere s p 1 us' a rn -i 1 1 nor 'r h 0 f R e hob e the h u r chi n -J 8 8 5 . I r, ,t he 

, f 0 1 -low i n 9 ye a r" he b 0 ugh t 0 U t the -; n t ere s t s 0 f his p a '") t n e r' 's in' the 
rn ill . A s i mil a' r"' i n ve s ,t men tin ami 1 I 0 f1 Li ,t ten s ere e k was In a d e 
in '1890. 5 

Un ,-J an u a '") y '2, 1 8 8 6 1 She " r' -; lib 0 ugh t the pro p e " t yo U po n w h i G h 
he b u i it' h 'i s h 0 tj S e . H epa i c1 I. F _ 8 row n $ 5 0 0 f 0 ;-' ,t h e ~J '/ - a ere 
t r' act _ v-J ~ t h t h a 1:. pur c h i7I S e his t <3 X:3 b 1 e a ere age r' 0 s e fro m 1 4. () t c 
'I 9 7 a C 1"1 e s wit h, a val u ~~ 0 f $ f ' 0 0 0 _ .::; he,' r ill VIi Ct sat tho t: ,t ~ rn e 
t. h'i t- -c )" ,- e i 9 h t y·e a r sol d , The s i Z E-) 0 f fi'j S ", a Ii d h c 1 dill ';JS rem a i r~ e d 
c '~)n ~;t~:'j I') t: 
\=:rl~el< .. S :' 

u n t "j I' -I 8 ~~ 4 ~-..' hen h 2 b 0 li Cj h,t G l 'd h ,t (~ e n ocr' e son 
~~ h (;; r' ;" i 1 ') '1~' b t:: -1 i e v (-) d 'C 0 l"t;:, v E.~ S L PP 1 -i (3 d f 1-' en) h 'j' S 

!"1oU n t .'3 ~ r, 

S:1 \""ff; ~ 'II 
tr'le ';',.'[r:b9:' 1J~:ed ir" r,";::::; bnd S:;8Vi::.3r',31 O't~!ej" a:"'ec: r,c·uses in t-:ho 'latE) 
n-! ,-, 2~ e 9!: the 0) n ,t u r' V _ r'~ 'j set.) ": 'j ,::/ i) (] r' d ~. 0 j'" i nth e b u -I -r c3 l n 9 0 f h -; s 
h 'J L' S e '",!,) s C h 2U" .\ 2:3 H e 0 ;" Y' L. ~~ s tel" ('I 0 I.~ 9 -- 1 9 Ii. 0 ';, . 

a 1 sot a xed ' 0 non e h 0 use, six C (oJ 'C t -j e. 1: Y.J [) h 0 ~1 s, a car,-' lag e, tools 7 

f II r r, -i t IJ r e, 8 n d O't her" per son d 'I pro p e :-' t)-' _ A i, '1 . 0 f I'l'i s pro per t y the n 
P':'I~;,sEd to l'1'i5 w'idc',l .. ' E-lizabeth. In 1935 she Vias taxed on 228 
a r::; r"' e S W 'j t i'j a va -, u e 0 T $ G,S 0 0 . t. 'j i z a b G ,t h She r t- ill d -j e c1 0 nAp r i I 
2·' 1 1 9 3 '/ , , -3 t,t he age 0 f e i 9 h t ~y' - f i ve . 7 8 y the tim e 0 f her' death 

, SF:! v e (' <3 'J 0 f tile She r' r -j I I he irs had die c . T h us i -t: was u p tot he 
rem'aining ch'ildr'en and grandchildren to s8,t,tls the estate. Those 
Ii' e -j r' s v,' ere '~C: at t ere d a c r 0 sst he s't ate 8 f Nor the d '" 0 1 ina, 1 ~ vi n 9 
in iredell, Guilford, Caldwell I a0d Scotland ccuntles as well as 
in Catav.;ba County_ AI"' of them agreed to J"'81inqulsh their claim 
t 0 ,t h e he m e p '1 ace a n dt " a nsf 13 r' a '1"] i n't ere s t ') nit..: ,t 0 the i t' sis 'c e r 
Nona dnd her' husband ... :oseph F€3Sper' Gabriel. The property, a 
tot a -I 0 f' "( () '/ / 'j. 0 a c r' e s as d e t e r m 'i n (~d by a n 8 w sur v e yin ': 9 3 8 twa S 

sci d t (.1 the rn for" $ 8 0 0 . f3 (~-3 b r i E:~ 1, w has e fa rn i' 1 y had a 1 s C) 1 i v e din 
t hI'.? Sr. e r~ r ill s 'F '0 r dar' e a f 0 f" S eve r a 1 9 en era t ion s, k e p t so m e Q f ,t he 
I and ,i II cui t i va 't ion . H e d i E.~ don Jan U 3 r y 2 2, '! 9 4 3 . Non aSh e i' r' ~ i 'I 
l:; a b r i e I 7 \IV h C' ,'j i v e d f 0 j" eve t ,t h 1 r't y m C) ("' e yea r s, con tin U e d to pay 
t a x 0 nth 8 seve n t )1 - P IUS a ere s val u e d a t $ 3 , 2 'I 0 i n 1 9 5 5 and $ 3 , (:) 3 8 
~ n 'I 9 6 5 . 9 Her he i r, T h Q mas Gab I' -1 e 1, bee a met he 0 w n e r 0 f the 1 and 
and h 0 U S (~ 'i n 'I 9 8 '1 . I n 1 9 8 2 he sol c1 t h 2 ~ 0 use ' 2. n d c: 4. G 8 a ere lot 
t () l:; a :"' ~I Q n d P Cl t )'vi a l': n 2 Y ,/o! h 0 a , ... e ell r r en t 1 Y 1 i v i II 9 the r' e and are i n 
'C he -( i n ,J 'j s tag F;~; 0 f r en 0 vat i n 9 ,t he h 0 use . 'j 0 
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The Miles' Alexander Sherrill House is one of a small number 
of surviving houses in Catawba County designed by local archi·t.ect 
Ch~rles Henry lester. Lester (1849-194Q), generally regarded as 
Ca·tawba Courlty' s f i rs·t a rc hi tect, can18 to ·t he a rea f rom New 
Lpndon, Connecticut, in 18'12; Five years· later he married Susan 
Turner and settled 6n the Catawba River about three .miles from 
where Sherril·l li.ved, Lester V.Jas responsible for building the 
Monbo cotton mills on the Catawba River, the Sherrills Ford 
P.lementary Schoo'j, and the Hub Theatre i'n Hickor·y, C'lS wel,· as 
s e \I era 1 p r i vat e no til e sin ·t ~ e" " are a . 1 '! 

T h 8 ::~ h El r ,-. 'j I '1 H [) use 'i s ,~p P G r en t I y.:.~ pat t ern boo k des l Q n 1 

qui t e· . U n u ~; U i:3 -! f C: r F.i C 0 U fl't Y d 0 min .3 J~: 2 cJ c· 'j V 8 rna c:. u 1 a r-: d 0 rn e st -; c 
a r' c h l tee t u r' ':7,1 • 'f II e s i :fJ.~ -, ,:'3 r' .: t l g:::; Li e t iA.' e G n· t h ~~ ,S h e J~ r l 1 1 H 0 us F) and 
p 1 ·3 t. e::; i n .f!.,0JJ,,:L§ .. ~_~::,,~ .. ~:? 0g_~ .. ~.J. J.tg.r:r:_§~: ('j 8 7 e) a r' 0.~ too s ·t [' l kin 9 to h a Ve 

. been C 0 .j Ii C i d p n t a. ~, :~~, H. 1_ e ;-; t: e !" pro b a b I y h,~ d a f -; r s t - Ii 3 n d f cHll i I -
i a r 'i t y \4 i t~ h !:; u i ! d '1 rl (J ~? cl e S ~ 9 Ii e d by t h.:= Pal 1 ~ s e r S 0 f 8 I" ) d 9 e po I.,t , 

~;Oilnect-jcut', and doubt'!es~~ had aCC·3SS to OnF.:l or mor'e of' thsle 
pub'! ished book~~ 8f ·.:les-i·gns. The plcn 01: the:: cetytral core- of 't:he 
She t' r i I I H 0 use --; s n e a 1-' I 'yO ide n t -i cal t c P 1 ate X J - - the Res i d E~ n c e 
.of F. Egg8, Seaside Pal'k, E~r'ldgGPort: T Connect:'icut -- 'in )~!S?,,96J 
,tL9,1!.~,? . ,6. d rElY·· .. i n 9 0 f the par lor 0 f t h -j s h 0 II S e s Ii 0 w sit t 0 be m 0 r e 

8 1 abo," a ·t e ,t han at the She r r i i 1 H 0 use, b u ·t inc 1 u des dO~ r s wit h 
chamfel'8d par~els simllar' to the fron i.: door of the Sherrill House. 
The exter',or' of the Egge House, sho'lJn in Plate X, is a more 
e lab 0 rat e , . r end i t l 0 n ' 0 f the S t l c k s 1:: y 1 e t han i s the She 1" r ill 
House, but shows the same arrangemen'c of projecting bay wi·th shed 
porches .on e'ither side, slmi lar brackets, shed-"'oofed dorme," and 
J e cor a t -{ vee h 'i m Ii e y , The nor t h sid e pro J e c ·t , n 9 bay 0 f the She r ..:.. 
rill House is more closely related to that shown in Plate XII, 
the f~ e sid en ceo f I~ e v, Dr. /\1 arb 1 e I NeVi ton , Can nee t 'i cut . The 
description of the Egge HOLlse (that one most like the Sherrill 
House) reads 'in part: 

This is the most charming Cottage we have ever 
seen... This Cottage is pa-inted a warm red, 
the tr'immings belng darker than the groLlnd 
work, and the chamfers and surk work are 
pic ked D u t l n b I a c k; the s ash e s .:J (. e p C3 i n ted 
dark yellow, giving the whole a most striking 
and effect-;ve appearance. It is the Cottage 

1 2 par' - ex c e i 1 en c e, _ . . 
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I n t ere s tin 9 1 y , a 1 tho ugh ,t he She r r ill H 0 use 1 s· now p a i n ted 1 i g h t 
yellow with white trim, a circa 1900 photograph of the north 
fa cad e s h Q W s -t hat -t he -t rim was p a i n ted a dar k colo f"' a t ·t hat t -j me, 
and physical evidence on the house shows that the trim had been 
pa -j nted a da r k r'us-t r'ed. I=<e-Per ring -to ~ he corner"' f i rep laces,. the 

-description of the /VIar'ble House says, liThe corner firep-Iace 
between Panlor and Dining-room is a feature we indulge in ~o a 
9 rea t e x-t en t i_ nth e sed a y s 0 fee 0 nom y. . . 1\" 3 A p par' en t 1 y arc It i -t (-3 c t 
L est e r b 0 r r' 0 '.-'Ve d -I ~ be r all y f r' 0 m the Pal 1 i s e r s W h 1 1 eat the sam e 
t i -m e m c: kin 9 mod i f -j cat ion s ·t hat he tho ugh·t a p pro p r 1 ate . 

The. She r r i -, 1 H 0 U =~ e i s b ~ "j i eve d t 0 be 0 n e 0 f 0 n 1 y tv,' 0 rem a i n -
l r. g he :.J S f:' :3 'i rl . t: h ,,==, c C) U ;1 t ::l f '.:J t~ W h i c h L est e r" II} a s \-\} he! 1 )! r ~3 s r· 0 n sib 1 e 
(t.ht? othEH' be-; rig thE::: T, F. Connor H:Juse I Pdi't of the TE.:;r're'j I 
H -i s t- CI ric U .~ !7? t r' l C -:- .l _ L est err s () W n horn e, the I~ e ~ 1 --: -- T '.1 r n f,3 t, - L 8 ~3 t e I~ 

< f,:) l ::;-() 
L .~ st. 'j n Q ~: ',.',1::1 S 

a r" .j ,- e n C) v 2: t ~:~ d _ 

:-) e -j n 9 no nI :1 nat E.~ d asp a r ~ Q f t h .j s Ivl u l tip 1 e 
:::: F e cl e j--' G -, ~ e I' a h 0 use v) h l C ri he ext f.;~ n s -j \' ely 

F) r' 0 p e (' ~: y 

en I o.rged 
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r:OOTNOTES 

'I Rob e r t W. Ram s e y, Car 0 1 ina C '""' a die: Set tie men t 0 f ,t heN 0 r t h 
'.Q.~.c.9J..tn .. 9.",. E.C . .9D .. ~.i e .1:!...... J..IA) -=~I~f~~~~"'( C'h~'p'~'f"'~i'i , .. i·"; .. · .. ··T·h-~-···U n-i~ ~·r·~··it·y--~-·~f 

. Nor the a r 0 1 ina, Pre s s, 1 9 6 4 ), 4 7 . I n 'I 9 2 9 a pia que be a r i n 9 a n 
inscription commemorating the crossing b~ the Sherrills was 
dedicated at the She~rills Ford landing. William L. Sherrill, 
.6.QD.9J .. :?.... g.f ... " .b.tQS:: o-ln ~g.~.~n .. !.y .. {. .t:L2.r...!=~b .Q.9}29.J..J..D.?.... ( 8 a 1 ·t i m 0 r e : Reg ion a 1 
Pub 1 ish i n 9 Co. 7 1 9 6 7 ; 0 r -j gin a I I y pub 1 ish ed, 'I 9 3 '7 ) . 

2 N i nth and T ~'~I elf the ens use S I 'I 13 '/ 0 and Population 
Sc hedu"1 es . 

,') 

Jln 
jVje't hod "i s t 

al land. 

'j ~~ 0 3 M, A, She r j'" ill act e d a S El t r' L; s t e 8 for 
Chur'ch 'j n res.pee t ,to the cnur"ch i ~~ purcn2se of 
Cat a w b a Co un t y Dee d 800 k 6 G I p. 3 0 0 . 

Hopewe 1 " 
i:ldd 1 t·; on-

iI. Cat a w b a Co un t y T a x R e cor d s, No I' t h Ca r 0 I 1 n a S rat (3 A. r' c h -; v e s . 
I il '1 8 8 L! "e Co ;" n' 1/,1 a s the "i e <3 cH n 9 c r 0 p 'i n Cat a w b a Co U n t y w i .t, h 0 v e r' 
~~, 00 acres unuei""' cu!'t"iv''':it'loi1_ Cons-ider-'ably fe.I/~'el" acr'es wer2 

PI an'ted '\ n wheat, oa'ts and co'tton, Lev'i 8 ranson (ed.) t .9 .. C.?D .. ~.S?.t:I~.~ 
No r.:.th .~~.9..r=9J..t0.9 ~ u ~j.Dg.~.~. .P i !: .. §.~.~ .. 9..c.y. (R ale -i 9 h: Lev i 8 ran son , -! 8 84 ) , 
·,05 . 

5 Cat a w b a Co un t ~/ Dee d 800 k 2 4, p. "9 8 ; Deed 800k 32, p. 358; 
and Dee d 800 k 6 4, p, " :3 2 4 '. 

6Catawba County Deed 800k 64, p. 323; Catawba County Tax 
Records, North Carolina State Archives. 

7Catawba County Vital Statlstics and Tax Records, North 
Carol~na State Archlves. 

8 Cat a w b a Co un t y [) e e d 800 k 3:3 6, p. 4 G" . 

9Catawba County Vital Statistics and Tax Records, North 
Carol "ina State Archives. 

-IOCatawba County Deed 8001'( 1247, p. 296, and Deed 800k 1253, 
p 8/l.9, 

'1 'IOn C ha r 1 es H en I' y L es t era n cJ h"i s 

a r-- c h l t e c ,t u r-- e, see .t1"ts;"kg.[~y J~.§"tJ.Y .R.~.q"qT,,9., 
. ~.~.?~.S:J.~l.~,,§.~~'p'cj .. :'?.~, 1 4 IV! a y '1 9 '/ 9 , 

-I m pac ton Cat a Vo/ b a 
14 July 1965, and 

Count~/ 

Newton 
~ ............................... --.... .. 
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'/ 2.l?~J.Jj .. ? .. ?_C~~: .. ~ .!.~!.9s.L~.J.. .ti~!l~.§g ( B rid 9 e po r t, C; 0 n n . 
1 i s e ,.' & Co., Arc h i ·t e c t s, 'I 8 '7 8 ), p p. 4 4, 4 6 . 

F'alilser, Pal-

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

8ronson, Levi, 
RalE~igh: 

e d . .E?.r.:.9.D .. ~.2D_~ .. ~ .t:(.9.r::~ .. b f_~U~ .. 9.J..tQ.? §~.?_~_'=' __ ~.~ .. ?...... J~U .. r:' .. §~~.9T .. :':· 
Lev i 8 r' a n son 7" "8 8 Lj. • 

Catawba County Deeds, 'fax Records, Vital Statistics, and Wills. 
N (,j r the d I~ 0 l l n a ~:) tat eAr' chi v e s . 

P_~JJ..t? .. §E,,~ .. ~~ .I.~J.9.S1.~J. .d.9.m.§.'?· 8 rid 9 e po,' t, Con n .: P a I 1 'i s e r,P a Iii s e r & 
Co_ , .' Arc hit 8 ct S 1 '/ 8 7 8 . 

Pre s 1 a r, "'C h a r I e s 
Sal -j s bur y : 

J e f fer son 1 e d . Jjj .. ~.~g.r.:.Y..... c f 
R 0\N a n P r" i n tin 9 Com pan y, 1 9 5 4 . 

R a rn s e Y 1 Rob e r t (Ai • .~.9..!:.9.J __ tD.~ .~T.~!.~? .. 1§_: ... " .§.?.~_~.J..e m.~_Q.t .. _ 0 f .~.b.§.... ii9..c.th 
Car 0 -I i n' a .E.E . .9.D.!j .. ~.~~~ .. ~. ..! . .I_4 .. L::J .. I~.? ... :. . C hap e 1 H ill: The U n i ve r :3 i t y 
;;'T";'i~j';;'~'t"F:' Car 0 ! ina Pre s s, '/ 9 C 4 . 

She r' r ill 7 \AI -I ! 1 i CI m L. An!..~.§J .. :=? .?f J::jn.gg.J.n .~.9..y.,=, .. !=_y. .. ~. _~ .. S?,C' .. !=..tJ.... .Q.9_,C'2J .. tD_~· 
8 21 I tim 0 r' e : 'R e 9 ion a I Pub 1 'j s h i n 9 Co. 1 '1 9 8 7 (0 r 'j gin all y' pub -
1 '1 she d 1 9 :3 7 ) . 

Ijnl ted ~;l:ates_ 

Agricultural 
N -j nt h t hl"loug h 
anc! F'opu 1 at i on 

Twelfth Censuses, 
Schedules . 

. .... 

'1870--1900 : 
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.. , ~. 

1 ) Miles Alexander Sherrill House 
2 ) Sherrills Ford vicinity, North CaroJ.ina 
5) North Carolina Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C. 

A. 3 ) Laura Phillips 
4) March 1983 
6) House (A) I west 

B. 3) Laura Phillips 
4) March 1983 
6) House, south 

C. 3 ) Laura Phillips 
4 ) March 1923 
6) HO'C~S9 I east 

D. 3 ) Laura. Phi.llips 
4) Ma:t'ch 1983 
6} House " east 

E. :3 ) La,nrs. Fhillips 
4 ) March 1983 
6 ) House interior, dining room 

F 3 ) Laura Phillips 
4 ) March 1983 
6 ) House interior, living room 

G. 3 ) Laura Phillips 
4 ) March 1983 
6) House interior, master bedroom 

H. 3 ) Laura Phillips 
4 ) March 1983 
6) House interior, parlor 

I. 3 ) Laura Phillips 
4 ) 1Yla rch 1983 
6) House interior, t- . s_alr, newell post 

NOTE: The photos used in this nomination were taken in March 
1983. All resQurces have been thoroughly field checked by Barba
ra Kooiman in 1989 and have been determined unchanged from their 
appearance and condition portrayed in these pre-1989 photos. 



Miles Alexander Sherrill House, Catawba County, N.C. 

See Continuation Sheet 

Previous documentation on 1ile (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested o previously listed in the National Register o previously determined eligible by the. National Register o designated a National Historic Landmark o recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey # __________________ /_.J 

o recorded by Historic t>,rnerican Engineering 
Record # _______________________ _ 

!KJ See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
oa State historic preservation office 
o Other State agency o Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

--------------,----------
10. GeographicaJ Det~._._, __________ ~,_ _ ___ . 

---------~ 

Acreage of propBny _,_~~f~~ 2.c.rc~ ______ , ___________________ _ 

UTM References 
A U:.2J ~~_i_}. P lLJ 

Zone Easting , 

I ') ,Q j /, 2! ') ~ " 1 

!~_.:~L~.L~'."':'J 
NOt"tl,ing 

cLU ~Ll.i L.-L~_, __ I _L.LJ 

-----------_._-------
Veibal Boundary Description, 

I I , I 
L ___ L-L . ,,"-l --l..-.....I-.....J 

Easting 

I I I I 

D See. continuation sheet 

. 'I I 
L..L~-L -L-l_-, 
Nanhing 

All of lot 5 in blor~k 5, on Sheet 3X-MC of Cata'.olba County tax maps. 

OSee continuation sheet 

---------------------------------
Boundary Justification 

Historic site includes the .lot currently associated with the property. The farm land 
,historically associated wit~ tne house is no longer part of the current h00se property. 

11. Form Prepared By _ 
name/title BCi'Lb2.I.'a Yooimar-', comp_iler; 
organization Catawba. County Historical 
stroot & number R t. 1, Box 76 AB 
city or town Conover, 

o See continuation sheet 

Laura A. W. Phillips, description; Michael Hill, history 
Association .. Inc. date ______ _ 

______ telephone 704/7.. 56-_3_0 __ 1.., __ 0 _______ --
_____ state N. C. zip code 28613 
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ROAD CLASSI FICATION 

Primary highway, Light-duty road, hard or 
hard surface improved surface === 

Secondary highway, 
hard surface Unimproved road ========= 

I nterstate Route U. S. Route 
,.---..\ 
(~) State Route 

CATAWBA, N.C. 
N 3537 ,5-W8100/7.5 

1970 

AMS 4755 II NE-SERIES V842 




