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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL 

The Milton state Bank building, now a private residence, is a two­
story brick structure of Greek Revival character with Victorian 1talianate 
and Gothic Revival archi tectural accents The building, three bays wide 
and five deep, is located on the north side of Broad (now Main) Street, 
wi th the south elevation containing the bank entrance facing Broad Stree tad 
the l,fest elevation containing the residential entrance with a porch shielde 
from the street Directly behind the bank building is a large brick ki tche 
and two brick outbuildings which are contemporary with the main structure 

The building presents a severe, dignified appearance befi tting its 
original banking function A brick header course marks the water table of 
the foundation, and the brick of all four elevations is laid in Flemish bon " 
The structure is capped by a low hip roof of standing seam tin, and four 
interior brick chimneys wi th molded caps projec t from the roof. Both door:, 
and window openings are surrounded by wide molded wood architraves with 
slender fillets around both inner and outer edges. The large six-over-six 
sash lJnndows have plain wood sills and lintels and louvered shutters. The 
bank entrance in the center bay of the south elevation consists of an orna 
Gothic Revival door with six double round-headed flat panels separated by 
wooden bosses A large plain wood lintel surmounts this entrance, with 
fla t··paneled soffi t and reveals, and grani te steps lead up to it.. The 
domestic entrance in the center bay of the west elevation is more elaborate 
with a double door, each leaf with two round-headed flat panels, surrounded 
by three-pane sidelights and a six-pane transom The transom panes and the 
top sidelight pane on each side are round-headed, and a pointed-arched flat 
panel fills the area beneath the sidelights on each side. The soffi t and 
reveals of the opening are flat-paneled The rear entrance, in the center 
bay of the north elevation, is identical to the west entrance. Heavy over­
hanging molded eaves extend on all Sides, and ornamentation is concentrated 
at the corniceo A course of projecting brick headers below the wide plain 
wood frieze supports paired laminated curvilinear cornice brackets. A 
wood(3n dentil course forms the top border of the frieze. 

Protecting the residential entrance is a three-bay one-story porch 
with a hipped tin roof and a cornice similar to the main one Chamfered 
bracketed wood posts set on flat-paneled bases support a molded frieze 
with a large dentil course punctuated with large and small laminated 
curvilinear brackets Turned balusters and a molded rail form the porch 
railing. A pedimented one-story frame room, a twentieth century addi tion 
apparently taken from an earlier structure, encloses the rear entrance. 
Nine-over-nine sash windows within beaded architraves flank the center door 
reached by granite steps like those of the bank entrance. The cornice and 
eaves of the gabled roof of this addition are molded, and the molded cornic 
a~so outlines the flush-sheathed tympanum. 

Tha ingenious plan of the first floor of the old State Balli{ in Milton 
separates c~nercial and residential functions The first floor contains 
four rooms divided by an L-shaped hall The largest room" located in the 
southeast corner, is the banking room.. The only connection from this room 
to the other rooms on this floor is a door in its rear wall opening to the 
room in the northeast cornero The two rooms on the west side and the north 
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east room form the residential section of the first floor, and are divided by 
the wide L-shaped hall.. The wall between the banking room and the hall is 
curved to give each area maximum space. 

At the rear (north end) of the hall, a stair rises in two flights to the 
second floor, which follows a conventional floor plan with two bedrooms openin 
off each side of a center hall. Between the bedrooms on each side is a dressi g 
room which opens to only one of the bedrooms: the north bedroom' on the east 
side and the south bedroom on the west side Each dressing room, however, 
opens to the hall 

The walls throughout the house are plastered, and the window reveals are 
splayed. The soffi ts and reveals of the interior door openings throughout the 
first floor are flat-paneled, and each door has two vertical flat panels. 
With the exception of the doors, however, no two rooms on the first floor have 
identical architectural trim. The banking room is finished with a high beaded 
baseboard and wide, eccentric crossetted door and window frames with molded 
outer edges Beneath each window the architrave frames a single raised panel. 
Vertical iron bars are built into the frame of each window in this room. The 
simple mantel has plain flanking pilasters which support a plain frieze and a 
curved shelf with a slightly arched backboarde A large bank vault with plaste 
walls and a ceiling of arched iron strips is built into the northeast corner 
of the room. The elaborate cast-iron vault door has four flat panels, each 
panel surrounded by an egg-and-dart molQing with corner foliate bosses, with 
a wooden architrave identical to those around the other room openings enframin 
the door The room is so large that two wooden columns are necessary to 
support the ceiling where stress is placed by the second floor hall parti tion 
wall. Each column is a single piece of wood, but has a high polygonal base 
and a round tapering shaft. 

The domestic rooms have similar but slightly more ornate architectural 
trim Each room is finished wi th a high baseboard, ei ther beaded or molded, 
and wide architraves: some are symmetrically molded, with a variety of corner 
block designs; others are variations of crossetted motifs Tr.le mantel in the 
northwest room features raised-panel pilasters which support a frieze with a 
single raised panel and a curved shelf with an arched backboard. The south­
west room mantel, a late Victorian addition, consists of flaru{ing turned posts 
which support a frieze and shelf with egg-and-dart molding and a mirrored 
overmantel wi th Eastlal{e-style relief ornament.. The mantel in the northwest 
room consists of plain Doric pilasters supporting a plain frieze, with paired 
brackets at each end supporting a curved shelf and a curved backboard The 
railing of the open-string stair at the rear of the hall consists of a heavy 
turned newel, plain balusters, and a shaped handrail A spindlework screen, 
a late Victorian addition, spans the hall at the turn .. 

A simpler version of the first-floor archi tectural trim occurs on the 
second floor Three of the bedchambers contain mantels of similar design to 
the first floor mantels, but the mantel in the southwest chamber is a late 
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Victorian addition of similar design to that in the room beneath it 

The separate one-story brick kitchen, which has been renovated as a 
residence, is four bays wide and two bays deep, wi th a steep gable roof Each 
elevation is laid in common bond brick with Flemish variation, and the water 
table is delineated as on the main structure The archi traves of the openings 
are similar to those of the banking house In the principal (south) facade 
are two single batten doors. Nine-over-nine sash windows pierce the front and 
rear and four-over-four sash windows flank the interior end chimney in each 
upper gable end The roof is covered wi th standing-seam tin and terminates 
at the front al1d rear in large boxed eaves with an ovolo-molded cornice and 
overhanging eaves at the sides The kitchen contains two main rooms and two 
loft rooms reached by a ladder stair in the west room against the center 
parti tion The rooms have plaster walls, horizontal flush-sheathed parti tions, 
and exposed ceiling joists In the east room is a large segmentally-arched 
fireplace opening, and in each of the other rooms is a smaller rectangular 
firepla.ce opening" 

At the east side of the kitchen are two small gabled outbuildings of 
brick laid in the same bond as the ki tchen Each has a single batten door, 
boxed eaves, and plain flush rru{ing cornices The northernmost on~ which is 
larger, has an ovolo-molded cornice, bare brick walls inSide, and three tiers 
of rafi~rs filling the open attic, and was probably used as a smokehouse. 
The smaller outbuilding is finished with plaster walls and a flush-sheathed 
wood ceiling .. 
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The handsome, solidly constructed banking house, known to Milton 
ci tizens as the "Old State Bank," represents the height of the antebellum 
prosperity both of the state bank itself and of Milto~ a thriving trade 
center with tobacco and yarn factories in the midst of the bright leaf 
tobacco boom. The substantial dignity of the Milton State Bank, Greek 
Revival in conception with the yet tentative use of popular Italianate and 
Gothic Revival motifs, reflects the self-confident conservativism of North 
Carolina on the eve of the Civil War The building is one of the finest 
architectural examples in North Carolina of the long-delayed transition in 
the South from the Greek Revival style to more exotic Victorian styles. 
Even more significantly, however, the factories and offices having disappea ed, 
the Milton State Bank is one of the few existing monuments to Mil ton f s 
antebellum commercial glory. 

Milton had been served by an agency of the state bank since 1834, for 
in that year the State Bank of North Carolina, originally chartered in 1810 
was newly incorporated as the Bank of the State of North Carolina and 
established an agency in Milton In April of 1834 the Milton agent reportee 
to the baru{ commissioners in Raleigh that he had taken 166 subscriptions 
for capital stock in the bank, and the Milton agency must have opened soon 
after May 23, when the commissioners announced that the subscription drive 
was closed (One of the seventeen ci tizens who purchased stock in the statE 
bank agency was Thomas Day, a very talented free Black furniture craftsman 
whose workshop was in Milton.) In 1835 tho state bank bought the lot at 
the corner of Broad and Bridge streets which contained the "Office of 
Discount and Deposi til of the Bank of New Bern, one of the two earliest 
private banks in the state. The state bank agency Was housed in this forme I> 

office of the Bank of New Bern, built between 1820 and 1826. 

In 1859 the Milton agency was elevated to branch status, and in 
January, 1860, the state bank purchased a lot on the north side of Broad 
Street between Leals Alley and Liberty Street for $1,000 and constructed 
the branch Baill{ing House--which is the subject of this nomination The 
Civil War severely weakened the Bank of North Carolina, however, and all 
branches and agencies were closed by August 9,1865, although the liquidati(n 
process continued until 1874 Charles Dewey, the cashier of the state bank 
sold the Banking House and property to a Milton citizen in 1873 for $3,200. 
However, the building's banking days were not over. The Sanborn Insurance 
Maps of Milton indicate that in 1893 the Merchants' and Planters' Bank 
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occupied the premises, and by 1908 the structure housed the Bank of CaS1rTell 
800n after this the baru( failed and from about 1912 to 1963 the building serve 
as a combination residence and the Milton Post Office. 

The Mil ton 8 ta te Bank is truly a "banking house ", f or the s truc ture has 
housed an intriguing combination of commercial and residenticli functions. The 
building is set, its side to the street, with a plain street entrance opening 
to the banking room.. Archi tectural elaboration is reserved for the entrance 
to the residential quarters in the long side of the structure, away from the 
street and protected by a porch The orientation and the interior division of 
space is very similar to the central balli{ing house of the state bank in Raleig 
built fifty years earlier, in 1813 It too has a simple street entrance in 
narrow side and a more elaborate residential entrance away from the street. 
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