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Athol a handsome Greek Revival planultion s from the 
Sound. It s , isolated and imposing~ on a clCJf with trees and 
surroundc'tl by light forest and hcavy wlJcrbnlshq, is a t\.;o-story p attic» 
T-shaped weatherboarded dwelling, one homogeneous regiOI"k11 group of 
antcbellum mansions the Edmund Blount Skinner I louse , Cove Grove and 
Land's End (all Pcrquimans CoW1ty) Athol particularly distinguished by he 
granJeur of its proportions the cons and simpl of finish. 

The rna block, ing north, is \'v'idc and two decp :1nd [0110\';5 a 
center hall plan one room deep@ The a rather itve 
Athol shares with the SkU1J1er House.. Such proportions represent a Jcparture from the 
two room depth of the more tradi tional T -plan house. The rna block is coverc~ by 
a gable roof pWlC at either end of the ridge line by a corbel-capped interior 
caJ chimney.. The facade contains a striking central entrance behind a 
portico of unfluted Roman Ionic columns -an arrangcr.1ent identical to tlta found 
at Cove Grove.. TIle COlunU1S rest on a sturdy brick rounded-arched arcaue 5 

pierced at regular intervals by lozcng,c-shapcd t iced vents, 111e colLnnns risc 
from this sturdy base to support a grand acadrnlic entablature with a molded dentil 
cornice that returns at either gaulc cnc.L 111e porch is completely cngag<.xl w1Jer the 
roof of the house, creating a curiolls side clevation--unlike Cove Grove and Land's 
End \'Jhcre the roofline kicks out to accomoJatc the porch 

l11c rear section of the house, measuring three bays deep ana two wide, features 
two-tier porches on either side, a fonll fOLU1J at the SkiIU1cr Ilouse as well at 
Somerset Place (Washington CoWlt.y). At Athol, the second story galleries arc carriell 
hy the full hcight Ionic columns which arc ident Lc.11 to those on the ma j n A 
recent one-story shed aUdition runs almost full length across the \·:cstern elevation and 
: CJmc'\·;hat obscures the symmetry of the original C0ll11X)sition The upper level of each 
porch is ellclosed by an elegant balustrade in a izcd sheaf-of-wheat motif The 
roof line of the rear gable Jisplays the distinctive, almost jaunty, angularity 
cl13racteristic of Albemarle SoW1J pl:1ntation group: the gable slopcs fall sharply 
:rv;ay [rom the ridge line, then broadly splay outward to cover the side porches @ A 
single interior corbel capped br chinu1ey services the renr wing.. J\ one-story 
diminutivc porch been added to the southern elevation and is protected by a 
roof supported by four attenuated Ionic COltmlllS 

F<:nestration is consistent throughout the house .. WindovJs contain nine-over-nine 
sash at the first » and six-over-nine at the second; the sing attic window 
cl'ntered beneath the gable apex of the rear e]ev3tioll, contains a six-ovcr-s . 
sash. All windows have rounded sills and are framed by symmetrically moldcu lltravcs 
v,/ith paJ1clcd upper corner blocks anJ blank ImoJer ones lliors'arc similarly treated. 
The main entrance, a single leaf door \\fith t-wclvc raised panels flanked by five light 
sidelights above paneled plinths, and sunnolmted by a five-light tr[lnsom, is set 
within a symmetrically molded frame LocatN in the center of the upper lintel ,-l 

raised ree tangular panel oI11all1cnted wi th Greek in ba ~ -r~ 1 icf,; the whole 
composi tion is highly suggestive of the style of Ashe~ BenJamln. I11C ~::t"o lateral 
entrances are sjmilarly designed, though they contaln Joublc doors \<lIth ~ach _ 
lear containing six equal size rnisco p3Jlcls placed one above the other .. .Each has 
;) centrally placc'Ci unadorned lintel panel. Only side ~ights ~lre ~s?d t~ further 
articulate the doorway. 'I11C rear entrance is an aJJitlonal slmpllflcat10n of the ot.her 

entrances. It maintains the Greek Revival framing design but eliminate the transom and 
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The contiJUleS the restrained Greek Revival elegance of the exterior 
iling" The plml, th a front p3rlor on either side of a spacious center 

naIl p is bisecteo uy a transverse stair 114111 cntered through ,a transverse iptical 
arch at the southern end of the principal 11."111 Behind the hall is the 
large rear block which scnrcs ;IS a fann:ll dinin~! room. The design of the front 
center hall and connecting transverse sta hall is particularly impressive and 1 ike 
other features found at Athol~ bears a close resemblance to the hall configurations 
found at Somerset Place in \'Jashington county anJ the Edmund Blount Skirulcr Ilouse 
in Perquimans Collilty. rI11e elliptical arch in the dividing wall carr on 
engaged square-in-section fluted posts h'ith simple caps rimmed by a band of necking. 

Walls throughout are plastered above a plain board baseboard with a hcveled 
upper ledge. Door and window casings are S}Tllmctrically molded in characteristic 
Greek I~cvival fashion. 'l1lC interior doors, 'v;hich are all single leaves with 
eight raised panels, ture paneleJ upper corncrblocks on the hall side of each 
door\\ray while each iruler surrowld conta corncrblocks graced by elegant 
rowldels inset with pierced spokes radiating from a center point. The windOl'; 
surroWlds descend to the baseboard, framing rectangular aprons with reverse 
crossetted raised-pmlels. 

The original mantels ha:rc been removed but the front IKlrlor one sa to 
have been marble relocated In the house next to the Barker House in Edenton. 
Thuse fotmd in Athol today are Georgian Revival rcplaccrnellts. 

111e arch the stair hal which contains an open-string t\>;o-run 
stair with a transverse landing The ano longer flight rises east-to-
\.Jcst. RoWldoo balusters support a rourulcJ handrail which nunps at the landin~~ 
level. The original newel has been rcplaccJ but was probably identical to the 
c.listinc shell cap found at Land's End, the Edmund 1310lmt SkiIU1cr Bouse and 
Cove Grove. The stair ends are ornamentctl th Have patterned brackets above a 
raised-panel spandrel. The fascia of the landing is decorated with a bolJly 
applied 'Wave molding identical to that at Land's End 

The second finish is much 1 th~lt of the first, although plainer. 
The \</a11 between rna block and the transverse hall is framed by a demi-
octagonal plain board identical to the one in the second story hall of the 
SkUUWf House The stair to the at closcl}' rcsanblcs the principal sta ir 
but has a blank landing fascia. 



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78) 

U!'HTED STATES DEPARTf'1ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE C()\JSERVATION /-v'.jD RECREATIOt-J SERVICE USE ONLY 

CONTaNUAlION HEM NUMBER 7 2 

The structure 
Arch:lcological 
may present» can provide 
pretation of the structure. 
ruld mobil as well 
logical • TIlerefore, archaeological 
component of the significance the structure .. 
has been done to these remains, 
this should be considered in any of 

the surro1.U1ding environment 
, ruld rUlla ins \vhich 
to the tmdcrstanding inter-

use t terns ~ soc s taJld iIlg 
only evident in the archaco­

may well be an 
this time no investigation 

is probable they ist, and 
property" 



_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
l- 1800-1 899 __ ~ commerce 
___ 190()- _____ communications 

______ education 

__ Invention 

___ litemture 
___ military 

______ music: 
____ philosophy 

_science 

_~_ sodal/ 
humanltnrlan 

_ theatf~' 

___ other (specify) 

Athol an imposing Greek Revival ion house unusual fonn and haIlClsome 
dcta Fashionable classicism" jonal fonns, and personal style of an 
unknown builder comb to crwte a of distinct individual The house 
is dominated by full-height Roman Ionic which C01nl--'Ose heroic portico at 
the front and double porches along sides of the sl,,-'1rc"-l house Buil t for the 
planter Joshua Skirulcr ~ obtained the property 1836 and died in 1853 the house 
is an important member group of rnajor houses the Alba-narle reglon 
not rela ted This group inc 

's -one of the most 
outstanding Revival in North Carol ina. 

of 
economy \ihich was 
Albenarle ion e 

Carolm'l's antebellum agricultur;\l 
scale plantation socicty in the 

Be Associated Skinner family the Albemarle area which \'ias extremely 
active in build 1ll.mU)cr of regional stnlctures \'ri th c lassie 
Greek Revival details in Perquimans and Chowan counties 111C ahner Joshua 
Skinner was a very prominent ion o~ncr in ChO\.r,lJl County 

C Athol is one of approximately five outstanding regional wi th 
Greek detail that are not only associated with the same fDmily but 
also their ils directly from thc pattcrn books of Asher Benjamin 
Apparently the wlknown builder is more than likely responsible the intra 
duction of the Greek Revival as builJine style to the Albemarle area TIlcSC 

Greek Revival characteristics combine with the standard regional type to fonn 
M interesting and wruSUal group of structures. 

D. Is likely to yield information about antebellum plantation life. 
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Athol» an elegant colonJl.aded plantation house, was buil t in rural ChO\van 
County sometime in 18405 by JoshtL.'l Skinner, one of the area's largest and 
most successful 'planters It is regarded as one of the tlfinest of a considcraole 
group of colonnaded houses" in the area. 1 

'nlC Benbury family llA1S owned the plantation for 120 yC~lrs when lUellaI'd 
Benbury mortgaged it to Joseph N. Ho~kins in 1835. 2 On Janunry 2, 1836, it \vas 
sold to Joshua Skinner of Perquimans County, \.;110 had come to Edenton arowld the 
time of his marriage to Elizabeth Lit Ie Blair, daui:htcr of Captain Gc'Orgc 
Blair. 3 The deed does not mention a hOllse, but I3enhury was living there at the 
time, and got $10»875 for it, a price which indicates considerable "improvements" 
to the 600 acres. Later owners. dcsccJ1(bnts of the ncnburys snid that the house 
burned soon afterwards. At any rate, Joshu.a Skinner was soon able to indulge 
his tendency to build. 

'D1e names of seven of the thirteen children of Joshua and Ann 
BlolUlt Skinner of PCfquimans CoWlty arc assoc ted with nille~wcll KrlO\IJ11 

bui ing s .. 4 The Bond House on tile green in Edenton wa s hui 1 t • or bought 
and enlarged by. Joseph BloWlt , \ ... hose In,.; office next door became 
East Custom House. '111i5 property later belonged to his youngest hrolhC'r~ 
Dr. Josiah Collins SkiJmcr CharlesHorth Skinner gave generously towards the 
construction of Bethel Baptist C11urch in pcrqulln..'lns COW1ty, and gave a 
dormitory to Wake Forest College. Eliz3bcth Blount Skiru1cr m.'1rried 
Newby and lived at Belvidere, in Pcrquimans County Martha ;i- m Skinncr 
married Baker Hoskins of Chowan Colmty, for whom the present house at Shel ton 
\.,J,s buil t soon afterwards" Benjamin Smi th Skirmcr had Cove Grove bui and 
was instrumental in the bui ing of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in lIertford 
His brother-in-law James Leigh bu] 1 t L<L'1nd' s End, in Pcrquimans County. Another 
brother, Edmund BloWlt Skirmcr, huilt a handsome house in Durant' Neck, 
Pcrquimans COWlty, \¥hilc Joseph 1310lUlt SkiJUwr t s Beechwood, in Chowan CoWlty, 
long since burned, was strikingly similar to Athol and Cove Grove, all built 
3bout the same time. Land's End, Cove Grove, and the Edmund Blount Skinner 
House all bear strong resemblance to Athol They compose a distinctive 
stylistic group, related hy f~ily connections. l1)c talented builder of this 
group is as yet unidentified. 

By purchasing land on both sides of Athol, Joshua Skixmcr enlarged the fann 
to 1,368 acres, \>Jhich he fanned until time of his death. In 1850, 800 
acres of Skinners plantation were under cultivation. His fann valued at 
$27,500 produced 7,500 bushel corn, 2,100 bushels of wheat, 500 bushels 
of , and 250 pounds of butter. Skinner' 68 slaves made him one the 
largest slave-holders in the county .. 5 
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Joshua SkilUler' died in the \vintcr of 18 and he died the following 
August. There were no children. 6 There were ho\vever, t\VO wills ~ each ruuning a 
different executor, and the usual wlscttlcd debts cOJmcctcJ with a big fann before 
J1.'lrvest time Apparently it "'as iJnpos to dctenninc \.;hich of the thU mIlls \.;as 
the latC'T@ The heirs of legal age and executors agreed that somebody had to take 
charge and they settleJ on one of the older nephC\..,rs ~ Tristrinl L. Skiru1l:r, son of 
Joseph Blount SkiJiller. His deed to cousin JOIUl Skimlcr of Pcrquimans County ~ 5011 

Joseph Harvey Skinner of ~bntpelicrfl shows that Athol reached from ~bntpe1 icr on 
the \Vest (owned by the heirs of Joseph Harvey Skitmer) to Mulberry Hill on the east 
(m.;nC'd by John H. Leary). This deed dated January 16 1854, ShOt';5 a price of $33~ IOO. 7 
S:ince the total amOllllt Joshua Skinner h:ld spent \';;15 less than half of this price, the 
house itself must represent a large t of his investment. 

Jolm Skinner's tract was smaller than that of his uncle, consisting of 950 
acres in 1860, 600 of Hhich were improved. 1l1C farm ''1I'as valued at $30, U()U and 
produced large amowlts corn wheat, and ~dry products. Ilis livcstol:k alone \.;as 
valucJ at $3,000. SkilU1cr ohl1eJ 3() slaves. R John SkirulCr died in lS60, but it was 
not wltil October SD 1863, that his executors sold the sOWldsiclc part of Athol, 
including the house, to Edward Wood. By s time the farm had been reduced to 796 
acres for which Wood paid $30,000. 9 

An energetic busincssm .. qn and fanner, Ech'mr(l Wood was the owner 0f Grcenficlcl 
and eight other farms anu much tm{Jl property. lie (J Iso ran two of the larges t 
fisheries of Albemarle Solmd. 10 lIe had been one of the oreanizcrs of the 
Albemarle Steam Navigation Company, \\'hich carried most of the passenger traffic 
bet\..reen Edenton and the Franklin~ Virginia terminal on the ChO\,J311. '1'\-JO years 
later, in 1865 he \vould. inherit Hayes and Hulbcrry Hill from his friend 
James Cathcart Johnston. 

&h.;ard Wood and his family remaincu at Greenfield unt they movcU to llaycs. 
Athol was occupied by Joshua Skinner's brother Charlesworth and his son's fnmily, 
whose home in Perquimans had burned during the 'var (~1rs Charlesworth Skinner, ,Jr., 
\-,'35 a s Mrs. EdwarJ Wood)" left Athol some time between Edward 
Wood's death, in 1872 ,1 and 1878, and ','as then occupied for some years 
by Edward \100d, Jr. who was 10 in the settlement his father's 
estate 1879. 11 He enlarged the fann 796 to 900 acres.. 111e farm, how-
ever was only valued at $8,000 in 1880 and a mortgages in 1881 and 1884 Nood 
sold the property 0 12 His mother purchased on Jam.k1.ry 4, 1886, about ten months 
before her death. 13 the settlement of her estate by sale of her property, .Julien 
Wood, a YOW1ger son, bought Athol fqr $8,000. 14 In JW1C that yeaT he sold a 
h..1.1 interest to sister Annie. IS Two years later they decided that their 
younger brother Hal had a right equal \.;ith their o\ .. n, and together gave him onc- third 
interest 16 Jnauary 1 19(H, Annie Wood and her husband W. D. Pruden, and llal 
Wood sold out to Julien \~ooJ an undisclosed amount. 17 t \-Jas still ilLs property 
allJ occupied by his son 1110llklS Bcnhury Woo<.l, when it \."TIS taken over by the Uni ted 
States Government in 1942 to house a ~hrinc Corps Air Station., The station Has active 
until 194(1 and has been reactivated several times since then. IS 
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last reactivation of the a base, in 1962, Athol came into the 
making prefabricated houses. finn offered to sell four 

but continucd to the lrntil little was left 
since a road along SOLll1d lk1.d been laid 0 between the 

original sound beach. Nevertheless the house wa 
occupied by "Charles W .. Gregg.. though little of the 
lands remain the housc, Athol rcma a distinctive and 

antebellum planL:'1 tion eastern North Carolina e 
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