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fence, composed 
the house close to the rear 
enclosed by many trees, a circular 
gable-roofed outbuildings--one covered in 
beaded boards a small, C 
house From the north and s 
the trees that form the east boundary of 
and batten siding. 

the 
in the 

substantial 
house make 

in Shawboro 
cOlTIlmlni ty , 

the house there 
A picket 

arOtmd the front yard and 
is outside the fence and 

and DyO small, one-story, 
vertical and one covered in horizontal 

block, gable:..roofed building close to the 
the 60 acres the farm Behind 

a double-crib barn board 

The house is tall on a foundation punctuated by brick ventilators 
Two 
hip 
house 
house 
on the 
facade 

ior brick th molLleJ at the crest of the shallow, tin-covered 
Despite a rather curious asyrrnnetrical ion the formality of the 

a very ordered sense of geometry on the part of lts anonymous desIgner. The 
bays across and the sides are two bays deep on the north and three bays deep 

south. '11-1e asymmetrical quality due to the fact that the right bay of the main 
that to\vcr projects from right bay of the main facade but 

flush with the bay The one-story porch, supported by brick footing, covers 
the middle and right 
to the middle and left 

with elaborate 

bay so that projection from facade in opposition 
the house; hip roof supported by chamfered posts 

sm'llI1work spandrels 

The fenestration of the main block of Cupola House evenly spaced. All of the 
windows have two-Over-two double-hung sashes and are framed by wooden louvered shutters. 
TI1e windows of the second story and the cupola a unifonn , except for the middle 
second window on the south sieler orig door opening onto the top at the 
three-window bay on the south facade.- windows of the main, west facade are 
longer than those of the second story and , almost to the floor The 
northern three-window bay on the west contributes to the asyrronetrical quality 
of this main facade 

really a modified tower of the Italian Villa style, 
and the house (other than the ornate, curved spandrels) lend the house 

and prcvent merely a style housc. 
The box cornices supported by curved are continuous above the second story of 
the main block, the cupola, and the wing are by a scailopped wooden course. 
Gutters are recessed into the cro~vn moldil1g cornices of the porches are identical to 
those of the body of the house except that do not have the curved brackets. 
The door and window lintels are topped by of identical 
to the box of the roof1 In roof there a painted 
wooden turned finial. 
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All of the to ma imple transoms. TIle double doors with 
are flanked by 

flanked by corner 
i oe 1 i ,hut 
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round-headed panel of main entrance 
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11gh s; the 1 corner light lS 

the transom and corner 1 
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As in the living room and the master bedroom are plastered over, 
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room t 
they intended or nally stoves, for 
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pI raised curved 

was framed 

which living 
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decoration applied 
in iron and had a 
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marbleized mantlepiece; after broke, the 
a brick frame and a simple wooden installed. 

replace there are It in 
by the owners b 

2 

was enlarged with 
On side of the 

ahout 2S to jO yc;]rs 

All of the have four panels, the ratio of each of the two top 
panels to bottom panels being approximately three to one. As is the case with 
the exterior doors, all of the interior doors are topped by transoms except for those 
to the two rooms of rear wing 

On the j undergone more than any other portion 
of the house. floor, the kitchen has been modernized and the original 
wainscoting has been replaced \vith new wain,coting. The room origInally 
may have been lIving quarters for servants 

None of the j r :11 tcra t changed orig inal racter 0 f the 
Olpola House. On the exterior, however one major transformation has altered the 
fabric of the house Several years ago the current mvners resorted to applying 
aluminum siding to the house in an to stop an extcns problem with leakage 
of rain water. Although the trim, for the , remains intact, all 
of the horizontal boards of the house now are same width whereas thg origlnal 
boards of the cupola were narrower than those of the rest of the house. These 
narrower boards would l1ave emphasized the separate configuration of the cupola 
the rest of the house. In spite of newer siding, the house retains its distinctive 
Italianate style. The somewhat naive application of an academic revival style to a 
basically vernacular structure lends the Cupola House special character. 

The structure of course is closely related to the surrounding environment. 
Archeological remains, such as trash wells jI and structural remains, \illhich may 

present, can provide infol1nntion vn e to the undcrstnnding nnd intcrprct;]tion 
of the structure. Intormatlon concerning use patterns, social standing and mobility, 
as well as details are only evident in archeologicnl record. 

, remains may 1 he an important component of the significance 
of the structure. At this time no investigation has been done to discover these 
relTla ,but i probable that they nnd this should be considerc"tl in any 
development of the property_ 
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The Shaw House, also called the Cupola House, was built near Shawboro, in th 
mid 18805. The Cur County home was built [or W. B. Shaw, GIl area attorney. 
Shaw inheri ted the property from his , Henry Marchmore Shaw, thr namesake of 
Shawboro and one of Currituck County's most distinguished personages 

Henry Marchmore Shaw ,vas born November 20, IH19 at Ne""port, Rhode Island. H 
graduated tram the medical department of the University of PennsylvanIa in ~8S8 an 
began med ica1 in Camden County North Carol i rL.1 shortly therenfter. Shmv 
moved to Currituck County sometime near 1853 and was elected to the United States 
Congress in.18~2 as a Democrat. lie was uefeated fo: recl~ction in 1854 ~ bu~ was 
successful In 1856. In 1858 he wns aga defeated In a hId for reelectIon.' 

At the onset of the Civil War Sha\'t/ became a Colonel in the Confedera to force 
commanding the 8th Regiment of North Carolina Infantry in the eastern North Caroli 
theatre. Shaw \lias commander at the JCicnding North Carolina troops at the Battle 
Roanoke I and which ended with the capture of Shaw and his troops on Fehnwry 7, 
Th~_ConGed~rate defea.t was attributed to the numerical superiority of the Union 
falces. Shaw and hIS men ,,,ere paroled later that month, and were exchangcu [rom 
August through November of lH62. 111e 8th North Carolina, under Shaw, fought at 
Goldsboro Bridge in December of 186L, in the defense of Charleston in the spring 0 

1863, near Wilmington in July of 1863, and back at Charleston in August of lM63. 
Charleston the cOTllm.anding officer was quoted as saying "the hardest service was 
perfonned by the Eighth North Carolina Regiment, commanded by Colonel Shaw. ,,5 Sha' 
was killed in a skinnish at Batchelder t Creek, near New Hern, on February 1, 1864 
Nearly forty years after Shaw's death his regimental historian wrote, "The death 0 

Colonel Shaw was a great loss to the mente His coolness under fire, and his 
calmness at all t1JneS in the presence 0 danger had an inspiring effect on the6reg 
The writer also connnented on the "cons Ion Colonel Shaw had for his men" 

Colonel Shaw's death elevated hjs status to that of a genuine war hero. The 
Curri tuck County toWIf ot Bayley. ''las renamed S~aw' sCorner _ in his hono~, and was la 
changed to Shawboro Sh:1\",' sWIll, proba In May of b6, loaned hIS estate to 
his widow, with the prOVision that his two sons, William B Shaw ang Henry M. Shaw 
should receive the estate when they the age of twenty-one. In 1888 the . 
brothers divided the estate. William B. Shaw sold to his brother his interest in 
part of the estate on which the latter lived, while Henry Shaw reciprocated Will 
part 01 the estate, including the Cupola House, encompassed 160 acres, while gis 
brother obtained clear title to 200 acres including his late father's house. 

Neither of Colonel Shaw's sons met with financial success. Henry M. Shaw bel 
a doctor, like his father, and practi in Sh::rwboro until 1905. 10 "He suffered 
financial reverses and was forced to sell his home. He died under questionable 
circumstances on a boat off Knotts Island while cnroutc from Portsmouth, Vi ]nin,( 
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