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Ca.o(.:~ ! 
small to'lrc) .of \JIJade in is a. - I 

loc:::_ bank .of 

-iorm A WB&lth of intricate wooden detail I 
'::';,'nc;-3ntrated on the fiB.in (east) facade., or2.amencs the plJ..in ~lTooden s1J . .rfac8S. I 

I '11'8 crJ1iDi"j bnc ~i ~~:~s t;;~~~ Lw~U~~~~~g, fi "8 b'lYs ;~~:n and fi;e sf~~~~ is I 
I 

! 

I 
The m.ain facade is distinguished by a one-story, three-bay tetrast;y-le 

porch in antis and by the forceful pediment" wi th deep overhanging eaves 
The :porch is treated as an interior room. The \,vall surfaces have a flat,-· 
p;:)!'el r-"d ",T,g,jn.scot beneath a plain ,::;hair rail and vertical flush sheathing., 
the ceil is board-and-batten Leading from it are tii'JO entrances _, eact} 

I 
an~ 

on3i~3ting of 3. double door, TI'Tith six flat panals per leaf Each door is 
3nJ.'['lJJun-ced by a four-pane transom andsurT,]unGed by Hide fluted Cl..J.~chitrav8s 

)'Ji th pierced corner blocks. Bebv'een the entr3J1CeS is a nine-over-nine I 
on ii: ~~~~~d~r:!~9~:':h~{~:i~~: ~~~; p~~~s c:8J~~~_~~~:fe~ on both I 

outside and inaide faces, FlanJ(ing the paTch, in the outer bays of the I 
f2.cade) a::c'e single six-panel doors :'~Tith three-pane transoms se t 'Hi thin ~\Tid8 I 

3~_ir::r·Jtmd3 :dith a pl2.in strip ~J()ly18r~ pierGed corner blocks, and d> 1 

y:>ieTced lintel band The se doors 0fJf311 to t.he gallery stairs. The second 
s o.f the facade contains a cent:cal round-hsad8d ~TindoyT id.antical to the I 
CC'l!.:.tel:.' fi:':st.\-story !,lrindm'I The other b3-YS at this. l.avel ha'T3 nine-ever-nine 
s8.:sh Ttrindm'Ts ~'Ti th archi tra'iJe ~3 like those of the doors flanking the portie-o! 
bu t the pierce d lintsl The ~Iride overhanging boxed eZ1 ve s are 
2.ccentUc.lted ~Tith a flat-paneled frieze) a pierced clentil course, a band of 
lozsnga--and-sq1lare motif I:;OUTS8) and an .oi[olo molding The fiat-paneled 
Lcie'Ze c2xries into the il_ush~sheath8d 3.nUID, T~Thich is also out.lin9d 
a '3rced molding, In the center of the t.ympanum is an unusual t.rialiguln' 
\·Tinc:.cM 'Hi th mul tiple panas and a pierced dentil course sill Tile lj·rindmIJ-s 
I'T!lich illuminat.e thg side elevations at both levels are llke t.he second-
o facade 1,rindo\ITs The rear e1e va tion Hindm,rs al"e also identical lilrith 
the 13xceptiDn of the center bay Hindo-:;,r of the second story, 1;··Thich is like 
th3 center fal::;ade \.yindo~'rs but h'clS a fluted keystone The roofline tre:_ltment.1 

-, t"h . d ' 1 Lh t ., t' +' " L l 1 -,-, I ' . f fT1'h I ot .Ju"3 Sl e3 reselrl:)_eS 01.::') Oi. JCle ..Lacaoe ou G __ aC1(S tAle ozenge mO'Ll, l.Ue! 
rear gable end is outlined by a plain flush raking cornice and has eave t 
ratl.u"ns A small exterior brick chimney has beeD added to the rear elavatio ~ 

The original interior fabric of Old Bluff Presbyterirln ChuTch is 
virtually intact, The pulpit is located at the TtlT8st end opposite the 
entr2J1Ce s) and a gallery extends clI'ouncl three side s roo sp::lciousne ss and 

tn3,3S of the interior is accentuat8ct by the invel1tive Greek Revival 
HoodsIork. Th8 plaster 1/7al15) the gallery) and the board-and~batten ceiling 
S_T9 ted Hhite, and the floor is lJIlp'lint,ed> The first-story livindo"HS 
c:.nd the 3ec()nc1-st'Jr:r 'riindG';ITS elf thf-J rear 81e'/ation) above thg pulpi t., are 
s:n~ thin s:1'''roulT5s t.ll EL narrO:,'T strip border and plain corner 
blcjcks, Ths rOl,;~ncl~hedd8ci Hin:::loH in the east Hall has a Hooden keystone, 
fi'J'Y:3 s2'.::o12:-1<:3 haY8 SUrrO"L1Ild.:3, 'En.8 paned tlrcoughout 

n 



.c··paintGd. A gec:llTletric border scratched in the paint i,'ll th a sh3.rp 
iEstrulnent finishes each pane This treatment) vrhich aI'S to hav8 been 

J 'Ji S~ld ·3 3.I'2 JI 1 =.: :]1:-' D(J~"'ic~ P(' ~,~18 

cti.en. r8,st.s on th2 ceiling :ioi.st,s 0 c· the rece ssed portico, and the upp;3r 
IF:l v,s 1 o.~· the gallery has an identical range of posts Each post, like the 
P0C'ulCJ posts is flat-paneled on the O:lter face. The balustrade is forrrlsd 
of 'j,Tide overlapping boards) giving the appearance of being flat-paneled 
The pulpit 1 constructed of hand--planed pine ~\Tith a molded base and cornic8, 
j.s se t 0::1 a Im'T flat-paneled platform The p8':vS, replacements ot' the 
originals., are arranged in thre8 s8ctions, di"lii.ded by tT/·ro aisles, F'lanking 
~~h3 pulpi t platform aTe peT,-JS for the choir, 'Two oil lamps are suspended from 
'h "1 . +' t I • T " , .. "G_~8 c8l_lng over vrle cen 81." sec'"GJ.on. ~\TO caST,-lrCm S'"Goves OCCLlpy a space In 

Tha only acce S8 -tJrJ the gallery is through the side facade doors The 
stui.::' hELll on each side of the recessed portico originally contained 9. stair 
8.S:J3 ill a sirtgl.9 £llj_,gh~b t>:) tJ18 g.3.J_J_sry, ~118 pr83811~b d(J1J1)1$~flilght 

s t2.i2.~s are lEd~dr .'lddi tions, and cG'8 t~l)j c'nly .signific,::t~·l t ,::; 1 ter-?tio'l of the 
original church fabric . 
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ST A T EMEN-:;:--;;~51 GNI :=~ C AN c:=:1 
~~he Old Bluff Pre sbyterian Church congregation is the olda s-G i 

organi3~d Presbyterian congT,3gation in the present bou~'1daries of CnmbsI'lancf 
Cou-?ty~ _ O~d ~luff r,Church, an, eS3e~ti~11~. un!:tl':~ered :e~nac~lar Gr8 f3k I 
Re i Tlv3l bLuldlng 01 cODslderaole chstlnct,lOn, :lS a Sl'U'Tne ior d'3,3!;SCc1 ts I 
of the Scot-cish Presbyterian set'Glers a.long the Upper Cc1.pe Fear HiveI', I, 

~C:'8 bllill~l i.s C1n_,3 ) f ~Jl~'3 ti8 '3 t, 8 '-; ~31·~ c: ~ i-)~ -:~" -C3 __ ~l-~S c1 

settlers in the mid-nin'3teenth century. 

OILl ElLtff Church is ODe of l~,he tnT8e mother churche s in tl-18 L' 

Cape Fear River Valley, a region settled by Scottish iTYLmigrants in the 
eighteenth century', Bluff) Barbec'ue) and Long ,Street churche s ~'T8re 

zed in 1758 folloTnTing visi ts ll,Y the noted e ist UfcAden 
tu cha Scuttish settlers it!. this S2Jlc1hills are.'3. 01 i\forth Carolina. The 
earliest deed i'or church land T,IJas in 1761) lifhen NGill NeNeill go.V:; to 
Hector }lIeNei11 and Alexander HcAlist8r for fi va shillings a1.1d lithe 
consideration of having the Gospel eArpoundecl rt one acre of land on the Hast 
side of th8 Cape Fear Ri vel" 1f1>rhereon is built emd erected a Nee Hnns'3 
as the same nOV,T stands n The earlia st deed for church land B:i-j the pI'8 sent, 
si te ~ITas in 1791 John. MacNeill, Oli'meI' of a tr2.ct of 1.31'ld on t:12 
C;:3.pa Fear Ri vel" kno;;'Jn as the "Bluff, II sold to F3.rqunard Campbell and 
lliexctnder HacAlister" representativ3s of the congY8 on of th.e Eluff 
.Nee ting HOll.S8) a tHo-acre tI'act on the east side of the northJ,T8 st br::E1ch 
of the Cape FeCl.I' Ri vel" for five shillings, containing ths 11 1118e h01138 
nm,T standing on the same 11 This mee ting house Has probably 
bu.ilding re ferred to in an addre ss by JaJLe s Banks deli'T8red at the 
centennial celebration of Bluff Crn.lTch on Oct00t3I' 18, Tracing t,h8 
first htmdred years history of the church, he stated that the first 
church building ~'Tas buil t on the ~T8St ban_K: of the Cape Fear opposite:.: the 
present church) and the second building ~lTas built on Smith's Creek and \·,[3.S 

knoHn as HEoger's Nee ting House. n The third church 1;,ras !1 a log house 
erected on the si ta nm1f occupied by the De'0l{ and be.:u1'biful church just 
dedicated to the Host High. il 

The Pn8~\f aDd becuJ.ti.fu11l church rcJfsrrEld (~)() i:3 the pr8S8~lt church 
building in t.he Greek R,''=l'Tiv.?1 style It 11.::1/J .'-).pp3.1'8 ~Jeen dedicat3J :1 

short tirHe be for:3l'Jhe centennial, and [(Lust 113. ~re oe c3n c: :::ns't,l:'uc ted in the 
',lid-,1850s. The t'C,TO-S fr·'3.rr,8 ~lUil:1i[}g ~\ras an ambitiou;:J unde 
for ,::j. congre tion Hhich h.3.Q 
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of Old Bluff GhlJrch lies in the IleTnacular imitation of academic Gre::3k Revlv.'11 
el'=:men.ts i;\Tith alTailable tools and materials, exemplifying the c1iffu3ion of 

:=;:<311 

building. 

...L..l..l distillcti va is ().f 

In 19U8 the congregation erected a more conveniently located church 
building at nearby ~vade This church, kn07"TD as Bluff Pre sbyterian GhUT'ch y 

con tinue s to be ac t,l ve . The old church building -' hm,re vel' -' is maintained 
through a trust fund established in 1963" and. is the site 01' an annual home­
coming 
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