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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT I ON A L PAR K S E R VI C E 

NATIONAL REGIST 
!NV NTORY 

R OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

Jordan House 
A"'DIOR HISTORIC: 

: TREET ANC' NUMBER: 

SR 1 22 
CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

North Carolina 
COUNTY· 

J. Bertie 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

Windsor First Congressional District) 
,STATE 

North Carolina 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
A( 

TO 
~----------------------~--------------.-----------------------~-----------·----r--
0 District Qg Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

5l: Private 

0 Both 

!r-RESENT USE (ChockOncorMoro as Appropriate) 

, ..J Agricultural 

; .~ Commercial 

I 0 Educational ; = E:nter.tainmcnt 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Pork 

Pri vote Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

,[29 Occup.r.a 

0 Unoccup1ea 
I 1l I'. 

0 Preservation work, 
'J N<-in progress 

-J Tronsportatior. L Cc. 

~ • Other (Speedy/ 

Mr. Francis Gillarn 
i ST R E E _T_:A_N_D __ N_U_M __ B_E_R_: ----------------------------- -· -- -

! 
302 Kin Street 

STATE: 

Bertie Count ourthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

t Dundee treet 

0 Federal 0 State L . .:aunty 0 Local 

bEPOSITORY FOR.SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER! 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE! 

DATE 
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CONDITION 
Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 

(Chock Ono) 

:!(J Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Chock Ono) 

0 Dfltorioratod 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Uno)(po5ed 

(Chock One) 

0 Moved @ Original Site 

The Jordan House, a one-story building with a gable roof, is constructe 
of brick laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers and has a high waror table. 
Particularly notable are the two interior T-stack end chimneys. 

The front (south) facade was originally the rear of till house; but ~vhen 
roads replaced the nearby Roanoke River as the principal transportation 
route of the house was changed north to south. The 
three-bay front and rear facades are alike, each having a central entrance 
flanked by large windows. All openings are surmounted by shallow segmental 
arches. Each end features a pair of windows on the first floor and in the 
gable. A segmental-arched entrance under the water table on the west gable 
leads to a full basement. 

The house has a so-called Quaker plan consisting of a large parlor vL uh1 
I 

two smaller rooms to the west. The interiors were completely destroyed LJ I 

a 1928 fire, but the o~-~inal interior brick partitions and fireplace remainr 
The large fireplace in the parlor has an opening measuring 4 feet, 8~ inches 1 

in lvidth and has a ·brick fireback laid in a herringbone pattern. The 
location of a small door in the northwest corner of the west wall of the 
parlor indicates that an enclosed stair originally ascended from the main 
room through the northwest room to the attic level. The attic was apparentl,, 
originally partitioned to form at least two rOOlTl$., because there is a fire- , 
place opening at each end. The basement features brick walls laid in EnglisJ.t 

I bond with a large semicircular arch supporting each fireplace .. 
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tiL SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or Moro A.pproprlato) 

0 Pre-Columbian i 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (IfApplicablo andKnown) 1738 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Moro lJ& Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 E ducoti on 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Indus try 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

]{] Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Archihu::turll! 

0 Commerc<!l 0 Literature 

0 Communication!!. 0 Militory 

[] Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

[X 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Political 

Rei igion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/Humon-

it or ian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 201h Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Jordan House was apparently built shortly before May 6, : 7 .)0~ for 
on that date William Charlton sold to Joseph Jordan three hundred &cres 'bn 
which I now li veth 11 with '!the plank and brick that was got or procured ~or 
the use and furnishing of the Dwelling house. 11 Jordan owned the house cmti~ 
his death in 1776. He left the plantation, which had increased to five 
hundred acres, and thirty-three slaves to his wife, Ruth, during her life 
and after her death to his son, Isaac. Isaac died in 1790, and the house 
passed to his son, Joseph.. The property was inherited by Joseph Jordan's. 
nephew, Joseph Swain, in 1863. In 1869 the house and two hundrec .::1.\ ""es 
were acquired by John P. Rascoe for $1 ,000. It is presently owneu _ _,y 
Francis Gillam, Rascoe's great~grandson. 

Architecturally, the Jordan House is probably unique in Nort·_ ;a..ro .... :..na 
for its style and period. It is particularly notable for its T-sLa(;L\: 
chimneys and fine brickwork. Reminiscent of several seventeenth ceJl tury 
Virginia houses, the Jordan House is unlike any other early brick touse 
known in North Carolina. 



9 . .\lAJOR 818 L REFERENCES 

Records, Bertie County Courthouse, Windsor, North Carolina, 
the Register of Deeds (Subgroups Deeds, Wills, Estate 

Bertie County Records, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. (Subgroups: Deeds, Wills, Estate Papers). 

10 r-coGRAPHICAL DATA • UL ..... 
I 

............... ___ ........... ___ ~---· 
j 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LA Tl TUDE AN 0 LON Gl TUDE COOR DIN P. TES 

DEFI~dNG A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

!Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . .. 0 . .. 35° 53' 28 .. 76° 57' 25'" 
NE 0 ' .. 0 . .. 

I 0 . .. 0 . .. 
I 

SE 
SW 0 ' . 0 . .. 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: d Acres ! 

,LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES. 

CODE -1 STATE: CODE COUNTY 

I 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: COOt:. 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE-~ 

I 
I 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CO,'•t. 
:------, 

[ll. FORM PREPARED BY . : .i'>::.·i:·":•' ·••·•••··• ·>.<:}::[<•.···. L······· L'' <,. ·•-" . (':-'' :,:::,:;. :.:::::::::::::::,:;:: ..... } 
--

NAME AND TITLE: ! 

Survey and Planning Unit, Jobn Wells, Supervisor i 
I 

-- -~ ORGAN! ZATION I DATE 

State Department of Archives and History May 6, 1971 --STREET AND NUMBER: 

109 East Jones Street I 
'____, 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Raleigh North Carolina I 37 --. (12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERiiFIC, I'IION '' '"' ... ···:NATIONALREGISTE RVERIFICAT ION 

I 
j 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ! 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is inc~uded in the 
I 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register" I 
I in the National Ret?;ister and ccrlify that it has been I 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set ! 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Chief, Oflice of Archeolo~y .and Historic Preservation I 
level of significance of this nomination is: I 

National 0 State ~ Local 0 I 
I 

r/Y;t~ 
I 
I 

Date 

I I 
Name 

ATTEST: 

I 
H. G .. 'Jones V 

Title Director~ State De:;eartment of 
Archives and History 

Keeper of The National Re~ister 

Date M~ 6, 1971 Date 
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