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other names/site number---------------------------------

street & number _____ 3_3_7_c_h_a_r_l_o_t_t_e_s_t_r_e_e_t ___________ . not fpr publication 

city or town ______ __;;A..:;..;s::....:...:h...:::e:....:v:....,l=-· .=..l ...... l..:..e.__ __________________ N AJ vicinity 

state _N_o_r_t_h_c_a_r_o_l_i_n_a __ code~ county Buncombe code -1l2..1. zip code 2 8 8 0 1 

As the designated aU1hority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this KJ nomination 
0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fonh in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
~meets 0 does not m&et the Na 'onal Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
0 nation lly 0 statew; loc . (0 Soo contmuation sheet for additional comments.) 

~. 
Date 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 1"1)&9{s 0 does not meet the National Register cnteria. (0 S&e continuation &hoot fQ( additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certitymg oH•cia.I!Trtle 

I hereby ceruty that the property is: 

0 entered in the National Re-gister. 
0 Soo contmuat.On s.h&et. 

0 datermined eLigible for the 
Nationa.l Register 

0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eiH;ible lor the 
NatJOnaJ Regrster. 

0 removed from tha Natrona! 
Regrster. 

0 other, (explain:)------

Date 

Srgnature of the Keeper Date of Act•on 



public-local 
public-State 

0 public-Federal 

~ building(s) 
district 

0 site 
0 structure 
0 object 

Name of multiple property listing 
(Enter "NJA" U property Is not p.;1rt of a muhiple property listing.) 

N/A 

(Enter cat~ri,_c ''"'"Tl instructions) 

Religion: Religious facility 

Rc.1.ig.ion~~rch-Related Residence 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter ct!U&gaties from instructions) 

Late Gothic Revival 

NarraUve DescrlpUon 

oount.) 

Contributing Noncoolributing 

_2 _______________ buildings 

.........;;,.___ _______________ sites 

-----------~--------------------~ructures 
2 

---------------------------00~ 
__ -::;,.--...,.------'-------Total 

Numoor of contributing rea.ourcea previously llated 
In the National Re-gister 

0 

(Enter cale9Qries from lnS'tructlons) 

Religion: Religious facility 

Religion: Cbprrb Related Residence 

Materials 
(Enter categories from in:strue1ions) 

foundation _s_t_o.:....n_e _____________ _ 

walls ___ B_r_i_c_k ____________ _ 

roof ________ ~----------------------------
other _____________________________________ __ 

(Describe the hisioric and current conditkJn of the property on one or mora continuation she-ets.) 

GENERAL.PHYSlCAL DESCRIPTION: 

Locat~d at the int~rs~ction of Charlotte Str~~t and Macon ~v~nu~. 
St. Mary· s Church, · Ashevi 11 ~ is si t~d on th~ w~st sid~ o1 a ravine 
with the ircnt gable-end facing west. The Rec_tory. constructed in 
192~, lies to the north and also faces Charlotte Str~et. The church 
has a commanding view of the Grove Park across the stre~t. Grov~ 

Park is the centerpiece at the Grove Park Neighborhood National 
R~qister District (NR 19C1). 



"" ... in one or more boxes lor the cnter•a qualifying the propeny 
Nallonal Reg•ster hst.ng ) 

~ A Property is associated with events thiJt have made 
a stgniflcant contributton to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

I J 8 Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

~ C Property embodtes the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual dtstinction. 

1 : 0 Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mi:Hh .. x .. 1n all the boxes that apply ) 

Property is: 

I:X: A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

l 8 removed from its original locat1on. 

I ; C a btrthplace or grave. 

r .·J 0 a cemetery. 

n E a reconstructed building. object, or structure. 

I -I F a commemorative property. 

0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
withtn the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explam the s•gn•l•cance of the propeny on one or more conllnuat•on sheets ) 

Bibilography 

(Enter categoues from instruCtions) 

tecture 
---------~-------

. ---- ----·----·-----------
Social His 

Period of Significance 

1914 - 1944 

Significant Dates 

_1 9 2 5 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Cuterion 8 IS marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

·---- --------------------

ArchitecU8uilder 

Smith, Richards., Architect 

Beadle, Chauncey, Landscape 
Architect 

(C11e the books, an1cles. and other sources used 10 prepaung lh1s lorm on one or more cont.nualion sheets ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

0 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

(] previously listed in the National Register 
n previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
0 designated a National Historic landmark 
[J recorded by Histone American Butldtngs Survey 

*----------L:J recorded by Hrstortc Amerrcan Eng1neertng 
Record II-·- ___ ·--·-.. -

Primary location of additional data: 

0 State Historic Preservation Office 
0 Other State agency 
0 Federal agency 
- : Local government 
0 University 
c-· Other 

Name of repository: 



UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

3 w I I I I I I 
Zone 

2W 
Easting Northing 

.__I ..__I :...._...c__l....-.!...--..1 I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 w I I I I I 
0 See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

name/title Kent R Ne~.vel l 

organization Consultant I Bass and Royster date .JlJ]y 28, 1994 

street & number 223 E. Chestnut St telephone ( 704) 2 52-6664 

city or town Asheville state N c zip code -"'2;.4.,8~-~..8)-I,JO:....~.l----

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

name ______________________________________________________________________________________ __ 

street & number--------------------- telephone------------

city or town--------------------- state _____ _ zip code ______ _ 

Paperworl< Reduction Act Statement: This information IS betng collected tor applications to the Nat1onaf Fieg1ster of Histone Places to nomtnate 
properties fer listtng or determ1ne eligibility for listing, to list properties. and to amend ex:sung list1ngs. Response to this request is reqUJred to c::ta 1n 
a benefit in accorcance w1th the Nat1onal Historic Preservation Act. as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public repor11ng burden for this form is est1mated to average 18.1 hours per response including time lor reviewing 
instructions, gathenng and mamtaming data. and compfet1ng and reviewmg the form. D~rect comments regarding this burden est1mate or any as~ect 
of th1s form to the Ch1ef, Admmistrat1ve Serv1ces Division. National Park Serv1ce. P.O. Eox 37127, Washington. DC 20013-i127: and the OHice cf 
Management and Budget. Paperwork ReduCtions Proje<:ts (1024-0018), Washington, DC ~0503. 
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Section number __ _ Pago S t . 1·1 a r y ' s C h u r c h , B u n corn IH·"' c 0 • N c 

A master ~~~dsc~pe plen for the church grounds was outlined ·in 1915 
1 '1 1 6 b ;· C h au r. c e y 8 e a d 1 e o i t he 8 i 1 t m o r e E s t a t e an d f u r t he r d e i i n e c 

1 n t he rn i. d - 1 .::; 6 •:• · s by Do a n 0 d g e n . l. 0 v e r t he y e a r s , t he p a r i s h i on e r s 
h~ve enc~Ge~ the plan so there now exists a mature la~dscape 

cansista~~ with the Beadle/Odgen plan. 

0 o e n s p c1 c e s 1 ~ ;· t o t he 5 o L t t h a n c n o r t h o f t he c h u r c h , a s d o e 5 t he 
:tree- :nd stoGe ret~ining w~l ls to the east. A concrete patio anc 
walk surrou:-.d the lower south side, rear and north side. The "higt-. 
evergreer. s::ree:~" has fully matured and blocks Macon Avenue from the 
rear.= Fittint.;: into the nat•_:ral landscape, stone footpaths in 
evidence in the Odgen plan still exist. 

Sur round i r,~ the church a·nd rectory are formal gardens cor.ta1ning 
season21l flowers, flowering shrubs and native rhododendrons and 
d O';l\.JOOd S • The stone wa 1 1 at the rear (east) of the church retains 2-

manicured shrubbery hedge as proposed in the Odgen plan. 

The rectory iaces west and is located to the north of the church and 
is at a slightly higher elevation. The wooded buffer behind the 
residence drops to a lawn edged by a small creek which runs into a 
culvert behind the church. The rectory is surrounded by tall pine 
and hemlock trees and protected from Charlotte Street by a massive 
~olly tree. Native rhododendro:~s and dogwood cover the side of the 
ravi.:-.e. 5to~e st~::?ps rLtn sout:hec-st and lead down the ravir.e irOIT' tt-.e 
hc;,.;c::e t:: t'1e c~ur ch. 

To l._•e 
ser"·ic= 

north of the rectory is Evelyn Alley~ 
drive leads to a shingle~, one car garage 

from which a short 
constructed at the 

s 21 fT' e t 1 m '= 2 c:: t .... , e r e c t c r y • 

memcrials have been e:tablishec and, 
::' ~ r ~ , a r :::: :: ::- n S i s t r: :-. ~ w i t h 

W~ys!c'::? <;:h--ir•e:, C'r.it.;:!..,c.ll;-
~ ':. :- e '= "~ a• :: ~-: ~ : = • 
~- ~ e c '~·-· ,... c ..... 

t t-- e p ! c; n . r·j C' s t 
set .:..· C'lc1ce at 
lC::l2. This s1te 

noteworlh;-· is 
the ccrner o~ C~ar!ct~e 

1 ie:· direct!:-- o:==u':.~ c'" 
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Se-ction number __ _ Page St. t-1ary's Church, Buncorrd1r! Co. NC 

1 • 191Ll. C on t r- i b I..J t :.. n g b ·-I i 1 G i •· g 

5 t . ~~ c. .... .-· · s C h l' ,... c to , As he .... i l 1 e • w 2 s c on s t ,... ~-' c t e d i n 1 9 1 4 . T he o r i g i. r. a 1 
~~~, d~velcp~~ by Richard Sharp Smith called for a rect~ry, chapel 
2 r, C: ;:;. 1 ~ .... 9 '= o:= an c t u a r y • 0 n 0 c to be r 2 1 • 1 9 1 a , the corner s t;:: :-\ £- w c. s 

! c. : ~ ~ ::- r- ~ ~ e f i ,... s t p 'I c. s e o f c on s t r u c t i C· n . t he d e d i c 21 t i o n o f t h e L -2< '::::! y 
C :-,a p e 1 o f 5 l . 1·1 a r y · s F a r i s h • 7 

This pictu:-c:::c·_t'? onE-stor-y, red bric~, gable-front bL:ildi.ng 
c~ucifc~m in plan with a coursed, rough-cut ashlar founda~ion. 

is 
The 

\.'I '? ::: t e ,.- n :. 1-. ! r d 0 f u-. e f 0 Ll n d c3 t i C•,., i '= 
t -..1 o - t h .! ,... c :: a r ~ f u ] ] y e ): p o '= '? d . A 1 ] 
fouGd2~io:-\ (origin2l and 1~60 

constructed at grad'?, the e::!"=:tern 
door and window op"?nings in the 
addition) exhib:..t the same 

c,...afts~an::hlp and detail as those of the first floor. 

Th'? e~:r/ vestibule to the nave is located on the so·..Jth e1'?vc?.tion 
and is accessed through large oak double-doors mcunted in a 
pointeC-c?rch or lancet opening. Each door contains six flat wood 
panels, h:3:1d wrought strap hinges that span the entire width of the 
door and a la:-ge iron door latch. The double door is capped by a 
single point'=d-arch window divided into three parts by narrow 
m '-' 1 1 i o f"l s . I he o pen i n g i s t r i m me d w i t h c u t s t on E , h c:: r b C.• r- i n g .:; 
recessed c-rch within the main arch. The entry vestibule gable-end 
is buttr-essed with brick and cut stone shoulders betwe'?n vertic~l 
tric~ segmef"lts. The entry vestibule m~intains a parapet gable 
Cc?P2c:?d by cut stone coping blocks and knee stones. The steeply 
pitche~ reef intersects the main roof in a typical cross-gable 
fashion. 

Th'? wes: (mc?in) elevation is comprised of a three-part ccinted-a~ch 
cr la~~e: st2ined glass window. The window is separted by cut stone 
and br.1c1 mullions. Flani.-.ing the window or. the north sice is an 
ime';'? cf Jcseph holding the Christ Child, on th:> sou+:h sid'? is Mc;ry. 
Tt-:> =t~·L,~,...:-- i= loc~ted 1n br-ic'- r.ichr::= SL;rmcuntec by scrollec, 

,.... .:. -- ,..... ..... - - .. ,... . 

s+:.o:~:- t-.cods. 
2 c ._.u r c r1 be 1 l 

As in al 
C: ? : : .. :~ . .. . ':" : ... r ~~ ~ ':. :-- r' c:= • 

A stc•-= 
c-nchc-re-d 

t e. r. c c C' ·- 1 r s e :- e i,:' 21 r t.=~ t '? : t h e i' r -: t- = -j 
to a ::'rcjecti~g, c::- .... bellec bricl-. 

=urmcunteC: by 
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Soctlon number __ _ Page 3 
St. Mary's Church, Buncomb~ co. NC 

~ 1 i s t a 1 r '? d --;- 1 as -:: w i n do v: s i n to t he nave on t !"-1 :- no r t h a n d s o '-' t r. 
windows trimmed in C· ! e ·J· c1 t 1 C' n S .-"'\,... ':::' t h,... e C'- p C1,... t , p 0 1 n t!? d-ar C h 

c, ! •- '-=' •· ""' :? t i "g c '-· ': 5 to :t e ~.-,; Cl :· ~ r e f l e c t i n g quo i n i n g . 

C ..., t_ 1- e n o r t h 

~=-'~·! e-t?··:: 2~c: 

o;::!'!allovJ bLdtr-ess~= are loc2"tec at 
thP tw~ s~l= of pointed-arch window5. 

or. t_ h e s o •_t t h e 1 e v a t i o n i s t h e s a c. .- i s t ~· . 
I t i c:= a : c '? s = e d o" t h e e Y t e r i o ,... t• ; 2 c C• r, c r- e t e b r- i d g e o r i g i n a t i n g n £· a .
t'lr:? !:.?ntr·y vestibule. The pre::<?nt ir-o., railino replaced a t:ioe 
,- a i ~ .! r• C_l :?. = 5 '? rT' t.: ] y e '/ i d C: n t i r. E- c r- 1 y ph 0 t 0 g r r? p 'I= . A = i m i 1 a r b r- i d g e 
e · i o:: t o:: C"'• t h '? n o r- t h e 1 e v a t. i o n ? n d a c c e s s e s t h e c h u r· c h · c:: 
adm:nistr-ative cfficeo::. 

1he ste<?c-pilc~ed roof is presently thr<?e-tab ~sph2lt shingle and 
r- e ::::' l r? c e s a :t '? c1 r- 1 i e r c on c r E' t e - a 5 b e s t o s s h i n g 1 e r- ·a o f • S lt ,... m o '-' n t '? = CJ n 
t'•c:= r-cc·f a~ovs· lh€' trr?n5c::;:>t is a large met2l cr-o==· t•J!"'j)e r.CJ+:. 

c-igJr~), e~-)y ph~tographo;:: depict a c~osc:: of si~ilar- desi;n, si~e 

c>•d ma ~_e,... i .:d. 

I :~ 1 ::; b ') , t he C "u r c h e " ) a r g e d t h e n a v e f r om s e v e n r o 1.-1 s o f ~· ':? v .· :: t c 
thir-teen ~Y e~te11ding the east elevation appro~imately 22 feet and 
pushing the sanctua,...,. further east. This has altered the sp:?::::":~::<l 

auality cf '-_he- church. However, most of the historic fabric of the 
interior r-emains intact. The eYi5tence of ghost lines suggest= the 
locationc;. of or-igin~} perimeter walls ~nd rood c;.creen. Simil~~ in 
constructicn and material, the addition is well crafted and reflect= 
contempor-ary building materials nnd practices without detracting 
fr-~m the original design. 

The interior of the church reflects the same simple, unadorned 
features on the eY.terior. The windows are trimmed in brick, the 
walls are e~posed with simple boxed pilasters on the north and south 
walls set:C\rating the n~ve into three bays. The ceilina ·is 
tcngue-anc-gr-ocve b«?~de-d boards, stained and finishec. The ecJst 



4 St. Mary's Church, Buncombe Co. NC 

gable-end ar,d ceiling of the addition a~e plaste~ed. 

All e).;isting fc.b~ic is in very good condition. The church's design 
and inte~io~ fu~nishings juxtapose the architectu~al style 
represe~tative of a small gothic-revival church of ru~al No~thern 

Er"lgland with the "co~rect" ecclesiastical style of Edwar-dian 
An~lo-Catholi::ism. 

Urlike the simple a~chitectural fabric, however, the splendor and 
highl1 adorn~d interior eleme~ts and icc~s appropriately outfit the 
c h•_t r c h for c 2-. tho 1 i c wo r s hi p a c co,... ding to the prescription of the 
best 1 itL:~"'"glc~l rese:::<r-ch of the da>'. Participation in cererr.onial 
and devotionel exer~ises is a significant aspect of the 
A!iglo-Catholic ritual. "Ritual is the vestment of sacramental 
f a i t h ; i t i s a n o f f e ,.... i r: g t o t he m a j e s t y o f t he M o s t H i g h . '' 4 

Adjacent to and first visible from the entry vestibule is the 
octagonally-shaped baptismal font. To the right of the door is a 
small font with holy water to rerr.ind the worshippers of their own 
baptis~. Ee~ind the Font is a carved oa~ triptych made by local 
crafts~an Rike Peevey. 

The font is in a di~ect line with the altar (if the font is the 
sym~ol of the beginning of our Christian journey, the altar is the 
symbol of the goal of that journey). Along the walls of the nave, 
are plaques depicting fourteer. scenes from the Passion of Christ, 
celled the Stations of the Cross and were placed in the Church in 
1916. 

The choir loft, locat~d at the westside of the nave above the 
baptismal font, was completed in 1947. Mounted on the solid panel 
balustrade of the loft are four diamond-shaped frames surrounding 
symbols of the the four evangelists or Gospel writers. In the loft 
itself stands the organ built by Walker of Suffolk, England. 

Dividing the nave from the sanct~ary is the rooc screen at the fo~t 

of the chancel steps. Atop the rood screen are the three figures of 
Calvary: Christ in agony on the Cross, His holy Mother, and John. 
When the rear of the church was expanded in 1960 and the altar 
platform moved, the original ~ood screen was relocated to its 
p~esent position. Vertical staining on the brick walls adJacent to 
the thi~d pilaster along with sections cut out of an enlarged crown 
molding indicate the original pcsition o1 the screen. 



St. Mary•s Church, Buncombe Co. NC 

The orig:1al pews are barely discernable from the replicas only 
because of their patina. Original seating was composed of cathedral 
chairs as seen in the historic phGtographs. 

The original rood screen conisted soley of 
team~ as see~ in the historic photographs. 
ve~ticle wood panels on the rood screen 
b u r r-: i ,... ;:;} H c: ~AJ 1 .;:. I d I-! Gus e i r. 1 9 2 e . 

Wher the addition allowed for the altar 

stained pine posts and 
The elat·orately carved 

were rescued from the 

and platform to be 
re:ocelec~ the ori~inal door into the sacristy had to be lowered to 
the flour level of the sanctuary. An ir,fill panel of plywood was 
ins~rt~~ in the arched head above the door. Originally, the detail 
on t~e h~·:?.c of this coor would have been s1mi lar to the vestibule 
dcor. 

I ~ E :· r a : .. e ~ d -:: ~ v s a "' d p u 1 p i t i n 
shop ~f C~rist School in· Arden, 
Ma .... y·s. 

the choir were made at the 
North Carolina, in 191~ 

woe:d ""' r k 
for St. 

I n t I-: e t; :-~ a 1 o- C a t h o l i c t :- a d i t i on ~ t he s an c t u a r y i s s t i 1 1 a c c r ned w i t h 
gold =-=-·c silver, embroidered hc-ngir.gs and fine carpets. The altar 
was designed by Richard Sharp Smith and is of solid oak. Decor~tive 

e 1 e rrt e :-a t s i :1 c l•_l de a s qua r e m a r b 1 e 1 n s e t s u p p c· r t e d by f i v e co 1 u m n s of 
oa~. The columns a~e alternating with blue panels with a carved 
s y m b c 1 o f C h r i s t · s p 2. s s i on . T he g c• 1 d 1 e t t e r i n g a c r o s s t he r e t a b 1 e 

s t a t e s " Ado r emu s i ra A e t e r n u ITa S an c t i s s i m u s Sa c r amen tum " ( L e t u s 
forever acor~ the most holy Sacrament). 

Cr. e i t he r :: i d e c f t he =. an c t u es r y a r e " C r e d en c e " s he 1 v e s f c r h o 1 d i :~ ; 
ves=.els e1:ad boc~s use:! in the mass. SurroL.:nding each shel-f are 
beautifully hand-carved c·ak canopies by Rike Peevey. 

Above the altar hangs a large painting entitled "Venite Adoremus" 
and paint~c in 1~59 by local artist. Leonard Craig. The painting 
depicts Mcther Mary holding the Chri=t C~ild with out-stretched 
arms. Mary ar.d Christ Child are surrounded by angels. 

Statuary of the Elessed Virgin Mary is located on the north wall of 
n a v e be .( or e t he rood s c r e en . E 1 s e w her e i n t he c h Ll r c h a r e s t a t u e s c f 

~t.. Joseoh, St. Francis cf A:sisi, and cf the Sacred Heart cf Jesus. 
There is an icon of Christ the 56vicr on the back north wall. 

I: was als:J duf""ing the 1960 expansion that the three-~lcbe light 
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fixtures of the orignal chapel were removed and new ones added. The 
light~ were designd by Leonard Craig. 

THE RECTORY. C on t r i b u t l r1 g b u i 1 d i n g 

In 1925, the English cottage-style rectory, also designed by Richard 
S r-, a r p S I'Ti i t. h ~ was cons t r u c ted . I t i s a t y pi c <?. l Eng 1 i s h 
Cottage-r~v1val style, much in keeping with Smith's earlier works in 
Eiltmore Villag~. A loan applicatio~ in 1928, clearly states the 
t~e rect2ry cost S13,000. 

L i k e t ~ e c h u r· c ~ 

of the :--av.ine. 
structur-e, the rectc·r"/ is 

Seer fro~ the rear of th~ 

large 0ver t~e rear o~ the lot. 

located 
church, 

on the west side 
the rectory lco~s 

Ass,o..etr1::a: .;. .. -form and plan, the rector-y is a o:~e aild one-half 
story bricl a·.~ stucco reside!""'tial structure with an engc.ged front 
entra~ce porch supported by wood brackets. The projecting entrance 
ic:: locc:.ted or. thE.· so•_,th eleve~tion with the doc,. facing Charlotte 
Street. ~side entrance on the north elevation i~ alc::o covered by 
an e~gaged porch facing Evelyn Alley. 

A steeply ~itched clipped-gable roof form runs on an east-west axis 
with the prime:--y gable-end facing west towa,.,..d Charlotte Street. Two 
sym~et~ically placed clipped-gable ~ormers with extended, open eaves 
p i e r c e t he :- '.:J ·~' t he r r r o o 1 s 1 o p e . 0 r. t he n o r t h s i d e , a 1 a r g e s !i e c 
dcrrner runs from the wec::t elevation terminating in a va~ley 

connected to t~e gable roof aver the northside entrance. The racf 
is s~eathed in three-tab asphalt shingle. 

The first iloor e~terior is campcsed of brick with th~ gable encs 
and dormers of stucco. Earlier photographs show the e:-:ista:~ce of 
half-timbering in the gables. 

All windows are presently single or paired steel casement wincaws. 
replacing earlier wooden casements about 1960. The Charlotte Street 
elevation contains a double steel casement wincaw on each floor. 
The appearance of this elevation is marred by a steel fire escape. 
Originally the northwest corner of the house featured an open porch, 
t~is was also enclosed about 1960. The ~ables on the east elevation 
also c=nta1ns a couble steel casement window. 

On the east 
visible above 

and south elevations of the house, the casement is 
grade. A concrete porch with original iron railing 



e~te~ds from the basement door on the south side. 

T ~ ..... ·:.· 
T ~~e 

c. h .i rr. F"'\ e ;· 

chimne'/ 
stec~s 

to the 
e:-: is t, 

rear is 
both maintain simple bric~ corbelling. 
le.rger and =:upper t.s three til ec chimney 

:::-cts. 

0:; the i n t e r i o ...- of t he r- e c tar- y , t he a r i g i n a ! d cor s , d .:J or c:. n d w i r, dow 
s....; r ,. ·:..·L: !'"' ~ s c. n d l i v i n g r- o om rr. an t e 1 r err. a i n . Door s c c n t ?. i n t w c v e r t i c a l 
p2~els. The stairway, which rises fro~ the narrow hall to which the 
e '·, t - c- :-, c e d ::: C· :-- C· per' s , r. a s a m o l d e d h c. n d r a i l a;' d s q L! a r e n ewe l . T he 
e~~:ranc~ dcor contains two panels topped with a peir of smal~-paned 
windcw~. Between the panels is ~ vertical brass letter droc. 
F l o o r ~ •~ 1-· :- o u g h o L: t t he h o u s -= r=. r e o 2 ~ s t r i p s m i t r e C: i r, s e v e r 2 l a r e a . = 

-·. 1 ::; ~ =· - l 9 l 6 . Contributing ~ite. 

I r, 1 c:; ') E C t-, ;=ILl n c e ~' E e ad 1 e beg c. rr t a d e s i <; :'1 t he 1 and s c. :?. :: e f c r E d w i r, W • 
Grov~·s recently acquired development proper-ty on the west side oi 
Cha~lotte Street. Beadle's e~tensive use cf trees, open spaces. 
st;:.no;:;- in ret.C~ir.ir-.g walls wer-e characteristic of the naturalistic 
1 an c s ..: a p i n g a r, d i dE c. 1 b 2 c k d rap f or a r us t .i c go t h i c rev i v a 1 c h u r- c h . 
S t . I": a r y · s C h ·-l r c h w a s con s t r u c t e d on g en t 1 )' s 1 o p i n g ban k t h a t r a .... , 
away fr-om the road. Facing the rear of the church was another bank 
t r. a t a b Ll t t e d M a con S t r e e t . 

The E:eadle plan 1=r·ovided a natL;ral backdro;:· for the church ar.c 
i r, c 1 u c e d p 1 a r 1 t i n g n a t i v e t r e e s o f p i n e , dog wac d . m:?. g n o l i a , 
rhocod-::-ndrons and mountc?.in laurel. Tc maintain the natur-a.) istic 
settiGg, he includec stone footpaths, a small bridge over the cree~, 

a n d s 1• c· r • e r e t o i •; i n g w a 1 1 s on t he n o r t h and e c:: s t s i d e s o f t he c t' u r c f-l • 

4 . THE WGYSlDE SH~lNE: 1985. Non- C. en t r i bLt tin g Object 

The Wayside Shrine, origi~~lly set 
Charlotte Street and Macon Ave:~ue in 
south oi the c~urch. 

lG pl~ce at the ccrner cf 
19!5. Th:s site lies directly 

The original Crucifix with ~ rustic cano~y was impcrted from German~ 
and ~~s repl~ced after havin~ been severely d~ma~e~ by vandals. The 
sec end CrLLC if i x wc?.s m~ce of wood anc seen succumbed tc the weather· 
Fathe~ F~rnum had t~e thirc Crucifix made of terra cctta and w~s 
place~ in 1930. In l~E5, this Crucifix was dese=r-a.ted anc the 
prese~t cast bronze Crucifix sculpted by Dan Mills~augh was 
de=icate= in 1966. It is lccateC at the same :!te.• 
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5. COLUMBAR!A AT THE WAYSIDE SHRINE. 1982. Non-Cont~ibuting Sit2 

I n 1 G- 8:: ~ t he C r u c i f i x w a s s u ""' round e d by a s m a 1 ·1 con t em p o r a r: y 

wrought-iron ra1ling to create a small garden. This columbaria is 
reie~red to as the Memorial Ga~de~ where the ashes of parishione~s 
a~d ~ri~~ds of St. Mary's ~re buried. · 

6. REA~ COLUM9ARIA. 1990. Non-Contributing Site. 

! n r e c e r. t y e ~ r s , t he · c h Lt r c h h a s e s t a b 1 i s he d a s e c: on d c o 1 u rr. b a r i a on 
the p~operty, this being located on the east side ct the property 
beh.:.nd the c:hur•.:h. Dedicated in 1'790, this columbariC\ is located in 
2 g :? ,... d e r. - 1 i k e s e t t i n g s u r ~ o u n d e d b y b :J s e a son a ! a n d n a t i v e 
pl:::-nting:. 

7. SC~~P1E~ ANGEL. Mid-1970s. Non-Contributir.g Object 

App~""OC\che~ b~ concrete steps and wal~ behind an iron railing, a 
sculped ~ngel ha~ been placed symmetrically in the rear garden. It 
i s c::- e t w i t h i :a t he r e a r co 1 u m b a r i a and i s s L' ~ r o u n d e d by he d g e s . 

8. GARAGE. CA. 1925. Non-Contributing building 

A small single-bay garage northeast of the Rectory appears 
to be contemporary with the house. The gable-front building 
facing Evelyn Alley features sheathing of split shake 
shingles, a pier foundation of masonry units identical to 
those of the Rectory, and a four-over-four double-hung sash 
window centered on each side elevation. Although.the 
character-altering installation of a modern overhead garage 
door filling the main facade renders the building non
contributing, the garage is not a intrusive element in the 
overall design of the property. 
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Le>catec in the historically e:..cluo::ive Grove Park neighborhood, the 
1 9 .: t:. S t . M 2-. r :.. · s c h u r c h h a o::. s i g !I i f i c 2 n t 1 y con t r i b u t e d to t he 
:~eighborhc-;::2<:- spiritue-l. architectural and landscape development. 
As one of the earliest structures built in thls burgeoning 
reside:~ti~l r.eig~borhooc:!, St. M~ry·s woulc int,..oduce the Gothic. 
~ e v i ,. ::; 1 c. r c h i t e :: t u .... a 1 s t y 1 e o n a n. i n t i rr. a t e s c a 1 e . F o r e i g h t y y e a r s , 
St. Mary's Anglo-Catholic church ~as stood across the street from 
G r C' v e F a r i i n Q '-' i e t e l e g a n c e . De s i g r, e c c y t he r e r: own e d 1 o c a 1 
arct-.ite::t Richa:--d ~r.arp Srr.ith. the picturesque Gothic Revival church 
re-:-. .::1r.s virT __ :c.l !y intd.c+_. Even the 1'76(J additicn onto u·~e re=r 

(eastj e!e,:::.:.:::-n has beetl handled with grace c:?~nd craftsmanship. 

T ~ e c t-· ·-~ r c t-, · s r u r a 1 a r c hi t_ e c ":. u r a 1 sty l e is m i :--rare d i n a we l 1 
c or: c e .i. v e d 1 2. n d s c a p e p } C\ :) i r1 i t i a t e c a :·::::: u t 1 9 1 5 by C h a u n c e y Be ad l e o f 
l~e E.:Jtm~r~ Estate a-d detailed b~ loc~l lancsca~e architect Doe~ 
C :: ; e ; • : • 'f- L' s E c f s ~· e c 1 e s p 1 c; n t i r: c; a n d n a ... _ i v -: t r e e s , s h r u t• s a I' 2 
gro'"tn-:= cove:·,.. prov.:.de pc:?~rlshior.er=- and visitors with a chc.rming loov 
into e2rly t~entieth-century Asheville. 

The c'-.Lir""Ch is alsc e:-1 igible in the interrelatec are:::s of religion 
and so~ial histcry for its association with the Angle-Catholic 
m o v e 'r· en t i n t·J o r t t"-1 C a r o 1 i n a a n d We s t e r- n No r t h C a r o l i n a and 1 o c a 1 
le~jers sue~ as Rev. Charles M. Hall, Richard Sharp Smith and 
Ct-.a· .... mcy Beadle. 

St. l"":~ry·s ChL:rch represents a century-old movement within the 
E ~ i s. c o p a 1 C h L; r c h . T he An g 1 o- C a t h o 1 i c: 1 i t u r g y w a s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o 
the United States in 1844 and known as the 0"<ford Moven1er.t. 
M i sun d e r s t o c d b c t ,..., f o ,.. i t s " h i g h " s e r v i c e s and m 2 i n t en an c e o f t he 
C2.tho! ic tr21oi t iC'r., thj s movement has remained a small but vibrant 
divisiw~ of the A~~lican and E~iscopal Church. At St. Mary·s, the 
high m21ss/liturgy has been in constant use since the church was 
established in 1~14. 

RELIGION AND SOCI~L HISTORY CONTEXT: 

The Anglo-C~thollc tradition in the E~iscopal Church relates to a 
Hi~h Church movement emphasizing liturgical continuity with historic 
Catholicis.,•. The prClponents of the Anglo-Cathclic Episcopal Church 
resist t'le pc::ular notion that the [hL~rch cf Englanc and the 
E ::::: i s c c p a 1 C h L' r c h i n t he U n i t e d ~ t a t e s a r e c f t ~ e p r o t e s t a r t 

traditicn. 



Section n urn be r _,_;;;;,.__ St. Mary's Church, Buncombe Co., NC 

T ~. e · re-s w r· ~- e c t i on · o f t he An g l o- C a t h o 1 i c t r ad i t i on be-g art u n de:-- Rev . 
J c ~. n I< e b l e . R e v . k e b 1 e , 0 x f o r d Dan , p r e a c he d t he a n n u a 1 " As s i z e 
S e ,... :no:-, '' i n t he L' n i v e r s i t y C h a p e 1 · o f S t . M a r y o rl1 J L• 1 y 1 4 , 1 e 3 3 • F r 0 m 

that ever1t. we d2te the beginning of the Oxford Moveme~t, the gre~t 
revival of Catholic teaching and practice within the Anglican 
C om rr •-• n i or . L e 2. d e r s o f t he E p i s c a p ~ 1 C h u r c h i n t he U n i ted S t 2 t e s 
we r e e a r 1 y c. f f e c t e d b)' t he c 1 a r i :::· n c a 1 1 o f t he 11 T r a c t a r i a r: s 'I , a s t he 
ori~ina! adhere~ts of the OY.for-d Movement in En~land we~e called 
8 ·: c ~ u ~ e :. he :' p r o c 1 a i me d t ~ e i r i d e a :- i n a s e r i e s c f tracts or-
;:--2m;:~,lets. Hr..cr.g the:e was Levi S1lliman Ives, second Eishcp cf 
North Cc.r-_:.lint?. 

=:isr.cp Ives _,, .!.E4Ci was t~e first American Eishcp to cc;ll fc,... ~he 

res'-! r. p t i o :-~ c 7 p r- iva t e con i e s s : c n , prayers for t he c e::: d ~ and 
invocc.tia~ af the s~ints among Episcopalians. He was alsc 
instru".entel 1n the founding of the first monastic institution i~ 

t'l~ ~'·t;:!.icc-t'l C'.:'IT·r:-.union since Henry \.'III at Vc:dle CrL•cis. Ne--t" 
Ct?.rc·1 ir.c- ir. lE.:.:A. Lc·ng known as one of tr.e "Higt; Church" dioceses 
of the :=;::'iscop-::l Ch.•r-ch~ Ncrth Carol inc?t ·and especially Wester-n North 
(c?tr-c:ine. w-=-c:: no stranger to the inflLtertce of the Oxfcrd Move,....ent 
fro~ t~o ti~e of Eis~op lves onward.~ 

Ac:e~~tc-:·ce of tl"")e Anglc-Cathclic liturgy was not, however, 
w~de~:-eed eve'l 2mong the Episcopal Church. Much of the traditic~ 
o f t he E : i :- : c· ::· c; 1 C h Ll r c h 1 p c. r- ':. i c.._, 1 a r l y t he Sou t her n E pi :- c cpa 1 C h LJ r c h 1 

pre~a~e: the O>·ford Movement, so there were not many An~lc-Cat~olic 
p ~ .... i s ~..... e '::: . ~ : . M c? r y · c:: i s t r-, e an 1 y e ~. i s tin g u nco m ;J r o"' i : i n '; 
~~g1c-Cc;':.holic Church in North C2rolinc?. 8 

Advocate: cf the Qyford Movement telieved that the Fr-ctestant 
F.efcr~~ti~~ ha= not affectec the ~nglicc?tn tradition and that ihe 
Church had never lost her- continuity with the ancient Church. ihe 
dilution of cermonial rites through time had broLtght the Church 
seemingly clo:e to the practice cf prote:t21ntism. It was tl-)ought by 
the "Tractarians" that these Anglican and Episcopal leaders with 
"protesta'lt" leaning would socn cause the dissolution of the 
ChLtrc h.,. 

In a 1~2E pamp~let written by Rev. Charles M. Hall (established St. 
Mary's, Asheville) entitled 
"Shall the ;:::rotestant Eoisccoal Church te Destrcver::.., .. , the 

c::ntrcversy ever the true cri~ins anc estaclished rites cf the 
Churc'l Wc?S ce::ated. ,::Occording t:: F.ev. Hall, "The Anglican Churcr. 
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did n~t sp~i~g f~om the womb of Continental P~otestantism. It is 
part of the gr:--eat Catholic Chu~ch of history, and· inherits 
traditions in common with the orthodox Churches of the East and the 
C h u r c t"t o f Rome . T he C h u r c h i s de term i ned to r e t a i n i den t i t y w i t h 
t h 2 h i s t o ~ i c c on s t i t u t i on C· f t he C h u r c h o f t he N e vJ T e s t amen t . 1 •:: 

By t~e tu~n cf :he ce~tury, yet another obst2cle to the sp~ead of 
Anglc-Cathclicism became evident. The popula~ notion that 
A~glc-C2thclics and Roman Catholics were of the. same tradition 
c 21 u s e-:: m u c r-. c o ;~ s t e ~ :~ 21 t i on 21 m on g t h 2 " T r- a c t a ~ i an " 1 e ad e ~ s -. R e v . 
l-i21!l 21nd cthe~s consistantly fought the per-ceived "surrender of our
title cf rnem~·er-ship in the Catho~ic Chu~ch" t~ the Roman Catno~ic:: 

who loot.- to the Eishop of Feme. The Anglo-Catholic locks. tc the 
A ...- c h b i s h c ~· c 1 C 2 n t e r- b u r- y . .J.. ~ 

It was intc· th~s fer-tile yet cont~oversi2l Episcopal gr-ound that the 
Rev. Ch21rles Mercer- Hall steppe~ in 1913 when he came tc Asheville 
f2r- r-es~ 2nc ~~e~~meGt cf ~e~~ira:ar-y ailments. Coi~ci~2ntal to his 
ar-r-ival in ~sheville, he was asked to fill in at Trinity Parish, 
~sheville, whict~ was without 21 r-ector. A convincing .snd chc:trism21tic 
~nglo-Catholic, Rev. Hall conver-ted a respectable minority of 
Trinity's p~r-ishioners to the c21use.~= 

St. Mary's Pa~ish was or-ganized in June of 1914 "fo~ the maintenance 
and defense of Catholic principles" as the original by-laws state. 
It w21s founded and continues to offer- se~vices to believing and 
practicing c21tholics of the Anglican ethos . ..~..~ 

The controve~sy su~~ounding the Angle-Catholic ceremonial rites anc 
liturgy had net quelled and Rev. Hall found that practicing the 
"h.it;;;h" service cause~ him to be shunned by most of his fellow 
pr-iests in the diocese. So estranged was this type of service that 
congreg21tion mernbers encountered hostility and even viciows 
opposition to the new congreation where str~nge doings wer-e allegec 
to go on. The locCll minister-ial associC\tion passed a ~e:olution 
ccndem~in~ t~e establishment of the new church. Vandals tore dew~ 
and destr-oyed the crucifi~ at the cor-ner- cf Char-lotte and Macan.~ 4 

So si~nificant were the problems oi Anglo-Catholic identity anc 
clarity of the Anglican liturgy that Rev. Hall declared that "the 
pof:ular r-eligicr. of the day is against us. The Ol<fcrd Movement r.C\s 
in the pas: dcne mere than any other- school of thought tc save the 
Protestant Episccpal Chur-ch from har-m th~cugh what might have p~ovec 
fatc?~l blunce .... s on the par-t of some of her sons." .1.:-
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Rev. Hall continued to espouse Anglo-Catholicism. In a half-page 
advertiseme~t in The Sunday Citizen. Asheville. Oct 22, 1916, Rev. 
Hc-11 st21te:!: "Saint Mary's is established as a parish for the Glory 
of Gee a~d to te the exponent of the Principles of the OY.iord 
!"'\ o v e :;. en t o r C c. t h o 1 i c Rev i v a 1 • • • • " T he a r t i c 1 e wen t or, to en u me r a t e 
the ~ifference betwee~ the protestant and catholic churches ?nd 
describec the liturgy being practiced at St. Mary's. 

~i~ fc~mi~~~le scholarshJp and redoubtable cha~acter eventually won 
hi~ accla:m a~d apoointment as an E~amining Chaplain. Rev. Hell 
aL:thcred r..r?ny pieces defending the positior. of the Church including 
Life of a Christian, The Little Valleys. Comina Catholicism. A 
De-·=T!r,c-:.:.::~·~1 ~=':.'ic:.coDc.te, Auricular- Confession anc f=enc3nce.J. 6 

I~ \,A;~.= not until Rev. Hall's st..:ccessor in 1925, Rudolph H. 
Sch~Grre,terg, did St. Mary's begin the long process towards being 
::< c c e : -::. e ~ ~· :: t he c c rr · m u ;-; i ': :1 • S c c e ! i t:. e ; a t e .:.. n ~ e f f e c t i v e w 2 s h i s c c. 1 l 
t c.· t ..... ; e c.: G m .;, u r, i t y t h a t b 'I h i s de~=: a r t u r e i n 1 '7 2 8 ? he beg an to d r a w t he 
growiGg Grove Far~ 's neighborhood new and young element into the 
paris~. 

Since Sch~crrenberg's de~arture in 1928, St. Mary's Farish has 
con:inuec to grow. Under the aegis of Fr. Farnum (1928-1947), Fr. 
WeDbe (1947-1953), Fr. Veal (1953-1957), Fr Chaplin (1956-1983), and 
Fr. MeeV.c:: ( 1'763 present) the church has continued to attract 
nei;h~orhcoc residents and contribute to the spritual and physical 
welfare of the community. Most importantly, however, the Church has 
mainteine~ its ~nglo-Catholic tradition. 

Hi S10i; I[~:_ !:~C~:G:=iOUND: 

St. M6ry's Church is nestled on an irregularly shaped lot at the 
intersection cf Ch~rlotte Street and Macon Avenue. Its topographic 
features include a significant ravine and small brook that runs 
along the east boundary of the lot. The lot was purchased in 1914 
from Ecwi~ W. Grove and would soon become a centerpiece of this 
Lt :J per c 1 21 c::. : r e s i ='en t i a 1 n e i g h b or hood . 

E c w i n W i l 12 )' G r c v e , a ph a r m a c e u t i c a 1 m a g n a t e f r om S : . L o u i s , a r r i v e d 
in Asheville in 1697. His passion for development of upper-class, 
prcfessic~a~ly cesigned and developed residen:ial nei~hbcrhcods was 
net lim1te= to Asheville. He was an active developer in St. LoulS 
ar.c before all was cone. developed two similar neighborhoods ir. 
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G ,.... c· v e f i ,.... s t beg a r, t c· a c c u m u 1 a t e p r- o p e ,... t y i n 1 9 0 E . He p u ,.... c h a s e d 
ninetee0 acr-es from the est~te of C.T.C Deake on the east side of 
Cha~lctte Str-~et ne2r the city limits. It wc-s fr-om this tr-act thet 
St. r·'.=.r-y s ?c.ri::.h would pur-chase its pr-c~.~er-ty. Later 1n 19(i8 Gr-ove 
p u :-- c r. a s e c n i n e l o t s f. r- om t he F r- o >: i m i t y p a r- ~. c om p a n y an d t he 
''r"fu..-doc.k'' trc..ct lyir.g on the west side of Cr,:::~lotte Street. 26 

I r t fJ = s 2 ::• e y e 2 r o f t ~-., e f i r- s t :J u r- c h c. s e , G r- o v e h i r- e c C h C\ u n c e ;· E = 2. d l e 
of th~ ~iltmor-e Estate to plan the community. He leid out the 
str-eets 2;-;.::! lots r-es:H?cti.flg the topogr-a::;hic and natur-alistic 
settin~. Ye p]c:-~nec fa..- r-ows cf trees, par~s. ~ divided stree~ 
~ c:;:. : . • <.:- -::- t c =-. "" ~ ~-.} ~ ·: l , p G c ~ e t p a :-- ~ s • a n .j 2 :-, e ! a ~ o ,.... a i_ e e n t ,.... 2 :: c e p a ,.... k w i ~ 1: 

stone ga.teho~ses anc a fountain. 

The str-ength oi the development and the attr-activeness of the desi~n 
le~ the As~ev1lle Citiz~~ to spec~late in December- 1906: 

·· ... the erection of a nundr-ed dwellings. built of stone and 
moder~ and ar-tistic in the highest degr-ee, .. the dwellings to 
be er-ected will be per-manent in nature being of stone end 
ar-c~itectL•ra1ly becnttiful, var-ying in siL:e fr-om a six or- sever. 
r-oorr. house, it is said~ to large mc;nsions .... •·.&..<; 

The sale oi lots on the west side of Char-lotte Street begC\n ~lmost 
c-t -::nee ar.c b'/ the end of 1913 almost hc;lf of the lots in the west 
civision of Grove Far!- had been sold. In 1913, Grove laid out 56 
siz:eable lots or. the east side of ChC\r-lctte Street including Sunset 
Parkway. The ar-e~ w2s impr-oved over- the next year and by 1914. lots 
wer-e available ior- s~le. By 1916. l=ts along Macon Avenue anc 
Sunset P c?.r- k way were a v a i 1 c; b 1 e . = •:• 

S a 1 e s we r e b r- i s r. t h r- c 1.1 9 h 1 9 2 : . 0 f 
Grove Par-k East of [r.ar-lotte", some 
The bcom yec?.r-s for the neighbor-hood, 
anc 192~ when 36 houses wer-e tuilt.=~ 

the 65 availc?.ble lots in "E.W 
47 has been sold before 1922. 
however, occured between 1923 

It was in this c=ntext of 
for ~s~eville·s Baptist 
str-uggling Anglo-Cathclic 

a r-igorously-planned neighborhood designe~ 
c?.nc Fr-otes~ant elite that the small, 

parish wc?.s to grow. 
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s~. MA~Y'S CHURCH: 

Rev. Charles M. Hall interim pries~ at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
downto~n As~eville, converted a reasonable minority of that parish 
whic~ waul~ establish a church in the Anglo-Catholic Episcopal 
tretition in Asheville. St. Mary's Parish was organized in June of 
1<714 "for the: mainte:aa:~ce and defense of Catholic principles", ar: 
the c-i~inal by-laws state. The intention was to provide a c~urch 

home where the: full richness of the Anglo-Catholic service could be 
m a i :-. t e i n e c i r, c 1 u d i :1 g : sung e ~~ c h a r i s t , d a i l y mao:= s , per pet u c; 1 
reser~atic~ of the Blessed Sacrament, private auricular confession 
and ~he com~lete observance of the festivals and fasts of the Chu~ch 
y E:?,.... • 

Acco-din~ tG C~urch records of Letters-of-Transfer (1913 and 1914), 
over 40 inc:viduals and farr.ilies would become charter members of St. 
Mary·: P~rish. City Direct8rie5 (1914 and 1915) indicate that a 
s i g r · i. f i c c.·:-. t f: C· ,..... t i on o f t he 7 a rr. i l i e 5 r e 5 i d e d i n t he M on t f o r c 
:-. e i. :;: :-. :. = r he:::: : 1 r i t = e 1 f • c.:~ ups c 2. 1 e Vi c t c· r i c-. n street c c; r s u b~1 r b . 0 f 
t • , e : 7 f a rr, i l : e s · r e s i d e r1 c e s i d en t i f i e d : 1 1 1 i v e d i n M o ;-, t f o r d : 6 
livec:: in u-,e neic;hborhood just north of the dow:~tow:a bordered by 
Char!otte Street and Merriman Avenue; and the balance from downtown~ 
ee.st A: ...... eville, and islolated residences in the county. 
Interestingly, not one charter member was identified as bei:~g from 
Greve Pari<..=-=-

Occu~aticnally, the charter 
l2~yers and business managers 
and s:::-=.ms-!-_re::.ses. Of the 
Directory, 4 women were widows 

members were quite diverse. 
comm•_tnec with store clerV.s, 
group ide~tified through 
and 3 were students. 

Judges, 
plumbero:= 

the City 

The fir:t ::.e··vices conducted by Rev. Hall were held in a small 
builcin~ or. the grounds of the Manor Hotel.= 4 When the vestry 
deciced to build a church, a committee was appointed to select the 
site. Two ladies chose a triangular lot at the corner of Charlotte 
and Mace,..., AvE'ILIE'. Its topography was. such that it would be ideal 
for chLI!"'Ch but Llnsui ted ior residential bui Icing. It w21s 
recomrr.ende~ to the vestry that the 'gulley· be purchasec from E.W. 
Grove.=~ 

Richard Shar~ Smith, a member of the vestry of the church, ccnceivec 
a n d c e s 1 g n e d t he c h u r c h i n 1 c:r 1 .c. • T he b u i 1 d i n g con s t r u c t e d w a s b Lt t a 
smc?.ll part c'f the cverall plar.. Accorcing to Smith's original 
ccnce;:Jt, "Tne Lacy Chapel of Sa1nt Mary's Church" would be enlargec 
by corstructing a sanctuary to the north when the size of the 
ccng~e~2tcn necessitated it. The plans also included a rectory to 
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be located to the south 
e~panded in 1960, however, 
itself.:::e 

St. Mary's Church, Buncombe Co., NC 

of the Ch?pel. When St. Mary's Chapel 
it entailed the enlargement oi the chapel 

Ccnst,..L•ctior. began immeciately and the corner sto11e was laic October 
21, 1914 in ~ceremony attended by some AOO people. The first 
se~vices were held in the new building an Christmas, !9!4 with 
We s t e r n ~ ~ r t h C a r o 1 i n c?. • s 6 i s h C· p J u n i u s i'l . H o r n e r an d t he f i r s t 
recto~ Ch~r!es Mercer Hall officiating.= 7 

vance?. l ism. 

S~r i r.e ~as set 
c~rr.;::let.::.or. cf 

of 

i n p 1 a c e a t t r-, e 
t he c ~. L.! r c :-~ an C. 

carne~ in 191~ at the 
remai~e~ there despite 

p '-' b : i c · s :7t i s ._, :-. c e r s t a r, c i n ;J 

other An~lc-Cathclic parishes 
of the litur-gt, the clerg'f anc 
distrust and is·:Jlation. Rev. 

and tne 
e::.rly 

Hall p .:; r i : h i c n -:::- ,.... s '? >: ::::· e r i e r. c e C. 

CCit:;,....ega:iGn 
~ i :-. i s t e :-- ic.=d 
establ ishrr.ent 

~cstility a~d eve:-. vicious opp~sitic~ to his new 
where strange doings were alleded to go on. The local 
association passed resolutions condemning the 
of the new church. Vandals tore down and destroyed 

t t-, e c r Lt c i ~ .::. ;... a t 
car. A geni?.l 
Fa;:is ts, but not 
that ao:s::-cic;tion 

the corner, and slashed the tires of the rector's 
Protestant Divine remarked that "He could stanc 
Ape-ists". It was ir.timc:~ted to severc:d young men 

with the parish could jeopardize their jobs.=e 

During the first deca~e of its e~istence, St. M~ry's fougnt for its 
identity and a place in the co~~unity. The vestry c:~ttempted to 
ed:.•cc:.4.t.e t~e oublic through informative articles in the Asheville 

newspaper and by we 1 corr.ing c:~ll those who wou 1 d dal""'e 
a;Jproach. 

The parish itself prOQ:""essed with a series of improvements to 
further integrate itself into the community. Soon after ccmpletion 
of the par1:h ch•-•rch, Cauncey Beadle of Biltmore Estate developec a 
master l~ncsca~e plan for the irregularly shaped lot. Consi:t2nt 
with his other cngoin~ war~ for Greve in the neiGhborhcoc~ Beadle 
cevelope~ a bucolic setting and backdrop for this small, r~ral-type 

church. 

=y lS:S, the parish ha= also constr~cted a rect=ry, making Father 
hall's presence in the nei~hbcrhccc mere cbvicus. The rectory, li~e 
the c~urch itself, was cesi~nec ty Richarc 5hc:.4.rp Smith. 



number --=-- _8_ St. Mary's Church, Buncombe Co., NC 

It was net until the mid-1920's under Rev. Rudolph H. Schnorrenber~ 

(19:t-1q:6), did the mending process begin and members of the Grove 
P a r ~. n e i g h b or h o ad a t tend t he s e r v i c e s . 8 y 1 9 4 7 and t he r e t i r em e :. t 
of ME'\' Art.lj~.,cr l...!. Farnum (1c:r26-1947), St. Mary's was considered c. 
neigr.bcrhood church. Rev. Farnum came to St. Mary· s from within 
the diocese .;nd was known to be reaS':):CC\ble and thoughtful. The
con::--.ibution of Rev. Farnum and St. Mary's parish to the city 
dur::.1g the de;:'res:.ion net only eroded r:.ll opoosition but actually 
ence~~~~ themselves to the community.= 9 

The oc=: :-w2r ye::rs has seer. ccn:inued g .... :::J:..:th and service at St. 
M21ry'=:. Unde:-- the guidance of Rev. Gale D. Webbe (1947-1953), 
p r c.:.· c; :::; l y t he be s t k now n o f S t . M a ':"' y · s r e ::::: t c r s be cells e o -: h i s 
e~tensi~e writing and travelling, the parish stabilized and looke~ 

ta fut._:re swiritua1 and physical growth. Rev. Webb retired in 1'?74 
af:e~ ye~~s as Hea~m2ster of Christ Schcol in Arden, Ncrt~ 

[ :::; r :: ~ i r. c. . -= ·: 

From 1953 to 19E3, 
W. Veal and Faul 
e~pande= in 1c:r60, 

the parish 
Chaplin. 

the recto!""y 
Anrives~':"'Y celejr~ted.=~ 

was served by two rectors, Rev. Eric 
Under their tenure, the chapel was 
was updated, and the church's Golden 

R e c e :-, t add i t i o ;-, s to t he s i t e i n c 1 u de the two co 1 u mba r i a ~ one a t t he 
foot of the W2fSide Shrine and the other behind the church, s~all 

i r on f en c e r a i 1 i r, g s: t h a t p r o t e c t t he s e h 2. 1 1 owed g r o u n d s 21 n d a s m c:; l 1 
number of planting beds. 

U~de!"" the p~esent rector, Rev. Edw~rd Mee~s, St. Mary's continues 
in the Anglo-C~thollc traditio~. Rev. Meeks is carryi1~ on the 
loc~l tradition of reaching· out to the Ast,eville commLtnit~ anc 
all-the-while ma1ntaining the services practiced throughout the 
Catholic centuries. 

RICHARD SHARF S~JTH: 

Richard Sh~r~ Smith was bern in Harding, Yor~shire, England on Jul~ 
7, 1ES2. His ea~liest architectural training was in the office of a 
cousin, Gecrge Smith, and later in varioL•S Manchester offices. H~ 

emigrated to the Unitec Statesa in 1EE2 where he was em~loyed by th~ 
Reic Ercthe...-=., Evansv.i lle. Inc'iana. Richard Snarp Smith moved tc 
New York in 1EE3 where he joined the recently established office of 
Era~i=rc L. Gilbert. In addition to some resicenti~l work ar.c 
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(:'::Jblic comrr:.:s:ions, a large part of the work of that office was tr.e
design and cor.struction of railroad stations. 

In JE56~ S1.1it~"1 joined the office of Fichard Morris Hunt. Smith 
wo r 1<. e d or; v c. rio·-~ s projects for the HLJ n t f i r- m , u n t i 1 be i r, ';] ass i g !i e :j 
the Eilt~o~e pr-oject in lE~O. From the be;innning~ S~ith was 
involvec in the construction cf Eiltmcr-e House, as well as other
~i~es o~ the Estc.te. In 1E9:, Gecrge Vanderbilt commissicne~ Smith 
to ce:ic;:~ the You:oc;; Me:"l's Institute i!l Asheville. In CC·iljunctior: 
wit~. tr.e Hunt firm, Smith oversa:.N the design ana cGnstr•_:ct:on of the 
Es~ate office, t~e railroad and fr-eigh~ stations, a~t ~ll Soul s 
ChL...:"'"Ch. 

F C· l l c w i i c;. ~ L! :-. t · s d e a t r, 
lE~t~ Smit~ le~t the 
Smith's ae~ertisem~t in 

in 18~5 and th~ campleticn of the Estate in 
H~nt firm but remained in Asheville area. 

the Ci t1 
'' :: i ; !-. t y e o r s w i t "' t h e 
~rchitect icr G.W. 

c:;.es.ide:-.ce, Ei:tmorE=-, N.C." 7 = 

rea:'<::-r, 
~ = = l c er, t 

Directc~y of 1E~6-~7 in7ori.1ed the 
late t"'.r. R.M. 1-:uilt~ Si.Y. years 

Va.-.cer bi 1 t, Esq, Estate and 

E:1 the tir:1e cf his depc:.rture frorr. the 3iltmc·re Estate~ Smith hoC 
tecome loc~lly and r-egionally r-eGowned for his spirited 
inter~retaticn of the English Cottage and Gothic Revival 
architectGral styles. His pr-esence over the next 30 years would 
become unestimatable. Throughout his caree~, Smith designe~ the 
f u 1 1 c amp l i me •. t o f p Ll b 1 i c an d p r i v et t e f a c i 1 i t e s : f r om h o t e 1 s a n d 
c ~. u r c h <::- : t ·:· m 2: j c r c C· m me r i c a 1 s t r u c t u r e s ; i r om s m a 1 1 ~ i n t. i r.. a t e 
resi~ential cottages to large period-r-evival mansions. 

Smith's contribution to the Grove Par-k neighborhood was net limite~ 

t c S t . 1"': a r 'I · s C h L \ r c h . E y t he t i me o f h i s d e a t h , his w c r 1<. s i n c 1 u d e ~ 
t he 0 a t e s H o Ll s e and t he Chi 1 e s House on G e r t rude P 1 a c e , t h r e e ho Ll s e s 
on Ecwin Place, Grove's office located at the southend cf the Gr-ove 
Park, the William Jennings Bryan House on Evelyn Place, a house fo' 
Reverend Thomas Lawrence on Lawr-ence Flace, and a house for North 
Car-olina Governor- Locke Crai~ on Glendale Road.:= 

Smith's love affair- with the English architectural tr-a~ition was 
merely an extension of his per-sonality. He always cr-essec in 
tailer-mace suits of Eritish tweed. was neve~ seen withcLJt his 
En~lish wal~i~~ cap nor- his cane which was used strickly as an 
accesscry. On mere fcrmal cccassions, he were an E~;l1sh certy. 
Alt~CL!~h Smith never returne~ to his native Ycrkshi~2, he neve~ 

a~a~ccne~ his English ways. Smith was a ru~~e~ cut~ccrsman, he 
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hurte~ tire~ on horseback on the Eiltmc~e E~t2te and ~ept a pair of 
E~glish setters to flush the game.= 4 

Richard Sharp S~ith died Februa~y 14, 1924. He was buried in 
Qshev~!le's ~iverside Cemetery. 

CHAUNCEY BEPJ)LE: 

Chauncey Delos Eeadle was bar~ in St. Cat~arines, Ontario. Ca~ada en 

P.u<;:ust :•, .!.E·6.:,. He studied t-otc-.r.y first at 0:-~tario A<;:ricultural 
Cclle~e an~ then he came to the United States and studied at Cornell 
Unive~sit;. He 2rrived in Asheville in 1E90 in the employ of 
Freceric~ L~w Olmsted a~d the Olmsted Brothers. He went on tc 
be:ome chief nurserymen for Olmste~ Ercthers and later 
~ L! per i r"\ tend e :1 t a r• d treasurer of the 6 i 1 t more E s t a t e . I :1 1 9 0 8 he 
beg~~ tc desi9n the landscape for Ecwin W. Grove's recent!y acqLrired 
development property on the west side of Charlotte Street. 

E e a .j i. e s 2 >" t e ~. s i v e u s e o f t r e e s ~ o pen s p a c e s , s t on e 1 n r e t a i n i n g 
walls, and sto'le in the gate and bench structures at the entrance to 
the Grove Fark development we~e characteristic of the Haturalistic 
landscaping. Generous setbac~s and ample plantings fLI~ther 

increased the ap:::ear::-.nce of a "sylvan par-k". He plar.ned several 
parks, one bein~ the large park at the entrance to Gr-ove Park on the 
west sice of Charlotte Street. In his overall layout and landscape 
planning fo~ Grove's subdivisions, he also stressed the curvilinear 
road systems that were an extension of the natural topographic 
feaL . .!re-:.'::''!' 

Su!:'seauent to the planning of the Grove Par~. neighborhood, Beadle 
would desig("'\ other significar.t developments anc:! p:3rks including. 
Sunset Fc?.r-~wC~y, opened in 1914, a park on Woodland Road, and 
assisted with the planning of the Biltmore Forest residential 
neighborhood. All Beadle's commissions featured cur-vilinear 
streets, lc?.rge lots and naturalistic landsc21ping favored by the 
Olmsteds. 

Beadle live~ on the Eiltmore Estate grounds until his death in 1950. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

St. Mary's Church, Buncombe Co., N: 

The norrUnated property comprises land that is located at PIN# 9649-11-66-4318 and 
includes the church , rectory, and garage. 

Boundary Justification 

The norrQnated property comprises all the property historically associated with 
St. Mary' s Church. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
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May 6, 1994 
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St. ?-lary' s Church, Buncombe Co. , ~~C 

1. South elevation looking north showing original concrete bridge and original 
church elevation. - - - - -

2. North elevation looking east. Note buttresses and.l960 concrete bridge. 

3. Nave, rood screen and altar looking east. 

4. Nave and choir loft looking west. 

5. West and south elevation of rectory looking non h. 

6. North elevation of rectory looking south. 

7. iv!emorial Garden, columbaria and crucifix looking nonheast. 

S. \Vest elevation facing Charlotte Street, looking NE. 

9. Rear (east) landscape looking south. Note Ogdan patio, stone retaining \valls and 
garden. 
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