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_ca. 1878_____________________
__________________________

___________________________

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

__N/A__________________________

Cultural Affiliation
_N/A____________________________
________________________________
________________________________

Architect/Builder
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SUMMARY
Located in Weaverville, in northern Buncombe County and set on a level lot facing east onto Weaverville
Road, the ca. 1878, T-plan, heavily decorated Zebulon H. Baird House is located on the southernmost
portion of a parcel of land of approximately 330 acres which was historically associated with the Baird
family. The house was threatened by demolition and was moved in 2005 one hundred yards to the south
from its original location at the north side of the lot, but was oriented as in its original location (see
Exhibit B) although approximately thirty feet closer to Weaverville Road. The house retains a high
degree of architectural integrity, with the only notable change being the construction of a new foundation
consisting of concrete block and applied brick. A curving gravel drive runs along the south side of the
lot, with a gravel parking area located to the west-southwest of the house (see Exhibit B, site plan).
Currently, the view to the north is open land and commercial development currently under construction,
with Highway 19/23 located to the west. To the east of the house, across Weaverville Highway, and up a
partially forested hillside is modern residential development. South of the property is woods and
commercial development dating from the 1940s to 1950s.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
The Zebulon H. Baird House is a two-story, multi-gabled, T-plan house with two front gables, two side
gables, and one rear gable in the main block. There is a one-story gabled ell at the rear of the house,
projecting to the west, which appears to have been added soon after the house was built based on nearly
identical window moldings. The house is clad in weatherboard with elaborate detailing in its scrollwork
and window moldings. Bargeboards located at gable peaks and ends have a circular scrollwork pattern,
and attic vents display a delicate scrollwork pattern of rosettes set in a square framework. The ornate
chimneys with elaborate corbelling collapsed in the move and will be rebuilt in the current renovation
back to their original configuration. Windows throughout the house are two-over-two, double-hung wood
sash. On the original site, the foundation was composed of original dry stack stone piers and modern
concrete block infill. The current foundation is constructed of concrete block with a parged surface. 1

The front, or east, elevation of the house is three bays wide with two front gables; a cross gable over the
front porch and a gabled wing projecting to the east. The first floor, at the southeast corner, contains the
hip-roof porch, and there is a bay window on the projecting wing. There are two windows above the
porch and a single hooded window above the bay window with a central peaked molding. There is a
heavily pinnacled, bracketed tri-partite, squared bay window with hip roof, pilasters and heavy molding at
the northeast corner of the first floor. There is one modern replacement one-over-one sash window above
the front door. The front porch balustrade displays additional scrollwork designs, in a repeating series of
teardrop-shape cutouts. Porch brackets also make use of refined scrollwork in a lacy, circular motif. The
front door has four vertical lights over three panels, and may be a ca. 1930s replacement, based on the
style.

The south elevation is one bay wide on the main block, with the one-story addition recessed to the north.

1Survey photos, Archives & History western office, 1980.
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Details of the main block include the same type of bay window as on the front, with a single hooded
window on the second floor. The one-story wing has a full-width engaged porch on this elevation, with
simple chamfered posts and handrail. There are two flush vertical board doors on this side, both of which
are period replacements of the originals. In the current renovation work, this porch will be enclosed with
glass and will retain its full appearance as an engaged porch.

The west elevation is two stories tall, with a side gable on the south side and a projecting front gable on
the north. There is no fenestration on the main block, with a single centered window in the rear ell being
the only opening. The gabled one-story ell projects from this elevation, with the ghost line of an added
hip roof bath from ca. 1960 on the first floor against the main block. This bath was removed in the recent
move of the house, and will be replaced by a two-story tower containing baths for each of the floors since
there are currently no other baths in the house. At the end of the porch and located on the main block near
the juncture of the ell is a five-panel door on the first floor, facing west, which has a projecting drip
molding and a surround similar to those found on the windows. The door is a period replacement, but the
molding appears original.

The north elevation is four bays wide, with two single windows on the first and second floors of the main
block and two windows on the ell. Centered over the windows on the main block is a cross gable.

Inside, the house is relatively plain, with a center hall floor plan and an unfinished attic space (see Exhibit
A, floor plan). Walls throughout the house are flush horizontal board, and those that have color appear to
be a light-color non-opaque stain. Ceilings are also flush board, some of which have exposed structure at
the present time due to renovation work, but these original materials will be placed back on the open
structure after work is completed. Floors throughout are the original tongue-and-groove hardwood.
Typical doors throughout the house are five-panel.

Upon entering the house, the stairs are located along the south side of the central hall. The balustrade
consists of reeded balusters and a carved newel post with chamfered corners and bulls-eye details, capped
by a beveled square top. Stairs retain their original simple wood treads and risers. To the left of the hall,
to the south, is a large parlor with faux wood graining and the most elaborate of all the mantels in the
house, with delicate sawtooth wood trim and projecting beveled molding and diagonal boards flanking the
opening. This mantel, along with all of the others in the house, are currently removed from the walls
while chimney flues and exterior brick stacks are re-built due to their collapse during the moving of the
house. In addition to the elaborate mantel in the south parlor, additional mantels have molded pilasters
surrounding the openings, with molded cornices just beneath the mantel shelves, indicative of a high level
of craftsmanship throughout the house.

To the right, or north side, of the central hall are two additional rooms, both of which contain the same
flush board walls. The room at the northeast corner of the house also has a fireplace and a bay window the
same as the parlor to the south. Through a door at the end of the entry hall are the two rooms that make
up the ell.
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The flush board ceiling here, as noted above in the main section of the house, has been temporarily
removed during renovation, but will be replaced with the original materials. All of the rooms in the first
floor of the house are relatively plain in their detailing, except for the faux wood grain in the front room
with the bay window.

The stairs turn to the east at the second floor. The balustrade at the second floor has the same balusters as
below, with a simple chamfered rail and square, uncapped newel post. The second floor follows the floor
plan of the first, except there is no ell at the rear. There is one room to the south and two rooms to the
north of the central hall. Mantels here are plainer in their detailing than on the first floor, with simple
shelves and plain wood pilasters framing the opening. Some of the second-floor doors are four-panel
rather than five-panel. The attic space is unfinished.

Integrity Assessment
As noted above, under the threat of demolition, the Zebulon H. Baird House was moved in 2005 from its
original location which was further to the north on the same parcel. It remains on land that was
historically associated with the Baird family, but is in a new setting that is lower in elevation than the
original. However, it is oriented exactly as it was originally, facing east. In the move, the house was
raised up on jacks and placed on a grid of steel beams, and moved using a trailer dolly which was pulled
by a bulldozer. Once at the site of the new concrete pier foundation, the house was again jacked up to
remove the steel beams and lowered onto the new piers. The piers were then faced with brick and
masonry walls were built to enclose the crawlspace. Although an attempt was made to secure the brick
chimneys by banding with steel, they collapsed in the move and will be rebuilt in the current renovation.
The only architectural changes to the building in its current location include the new concrete foundation
with a parged surface, the glass enclosure of the rear porch, and a small two-story rear addition for baths
which is required to bring the building up to code. The foundation will also be covered with extensive
foundation plantings in the current renovation. Despite these changes the house retains a great deal of its
architectural integrity, continuing to express its significance as a highly decorated T-plan house the late
nineteenth century and notable for its association with the Baird family, a prominent and historically
important family in early Buncombe County history.
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SUMMARY
The Zebulon H. Baird House, with a period of significance of ca. 1878, the date of construction, is an
excellent local example of a pre-railroad-era T-plan house with elaborate exterior architectural
ornamentation, including scrollwork balustrades and cornice decoration, heavily molded and hooded
window surrounds, and corbelled chimneys, unusual for Weaverville, North Carolina at this date. While
moved from one part of the original acreage associated with the house to a section further south on the
same property, the house is oriented as it was originally at a slightly lower elevation, and retains a great
deal of architectural integrity. The house meets National Register Criterion C and Criterion
Consideration B as it is significant primarily for it its architectural value. The move was necessary to
prevent its demolition. Its new location is similar to its original setting in terms of orientation, setting,
and general environment, although approximately thirty feet closer to Weaverville Road. It retains
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling.

HISTORIC BACKGROUND
Buncombe County was founded in 1792 and the county seat, Asheville, originally called Morristown, was
established soon after, in 1797. Asheville remained as an isolated community through most of the
nineteenth century, with some trade opening up due to the building of the Buncombe Turnpike in 1828.
This drover’s road connected Greeneville, Tennessee to Greenville, South Carolina, with Asheville being
one of the main stopping points along the route. Houses built in the pre-railroad time period in
Buncombe County were often constructed of locally available materials, and relied on local labor and
craftsmen for their construction. It was not until the railroad arrived in 1880, however, that Asheville
began to experience its greatest period of growth, lasting until the end of the 1920s. During this period,
many houses were built in the most popular styles of the day, and pre-railroad houses often had
embellishments added. With railroad access, building materials were plentiful and there was seemingly no
end to the amount of skilled labor available to meet construction needs.

Brothers Zebulon and Beaden (or Bedent) Baird, both of whom were born in Scotland, moved to North
Carolina from New Jersey in the latter part of the eighteenth century, and arrived in Buncombe County in
1793, making them one of the oldest families in the county. Both were merchants by trade, and were
among the first merchants in Buncombe County. The Baird brothers owned and operated a store near
Pack Square in downtown Asheville. They often made trips to towns along the North Carolina coast,
carrying with them furs, meat, flour, molasses, and other goods, and trading for merchandise which they
could then sell in their general store.2

By the Civil War, the two brothers, both owning farms, had accumulated over 2,800 acres of land in the
northern part of Buncombe County, in the Reems Creek/French Broad Township area. Zebulon Baird,
Zebulon H. Baird’s great-uncle, represented Buncombe County in the House of Commons from 1800 to
1803 and in the Senate in 1806, 1809, 1821, and 1822. One of the major pieces of legislation which he

2Evans, Kimberly. Study list application for “Zebulon Baird House”, January 2007.
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was instrumental in helping to pass was the legislation authorizing the creation of the Buncombe
Turnpike.

Zebulon H. Baird (1855 – 1937), builder of this house, was the grandson of Beaden and Mary Anne
Baird, who had two sons, William R. and Israel. Beaden Baird, in his will dated March 15, 1833, left
land and possessions equally to his wife Mary Anne and sons William R. and Israel. Beaden Baird, like
many Buncombe County residents of the time, was a slaveholder. To his wife he granted a portion of his
land, the house and furnishings, and four of his “negroes”, Edward, Nancy, Adelia, and Eliza. To his son
William R. Baird he gave 531 acres in the Weaverville and Reems Creek area and “negroes” Joe, Henry,
and Mary. Israel Baird received 800 acres on Beaver Dam Creek along with “negroes” Perry, Mingo, and
Clara.3 William R. Baird married Christina Weaver (the Weavers being another prominent Buncombe
County family), and they had seven children, Israel V., William, Zebulon H., Elisha, John R., Mollie, and
Catherine. 4

Zebulon H. married Margaret (Maggie) Henderson on May 5, 1902, when he was forty-seven and she was
twenty-seven. They lived in the house that he had built ca. 1878 on land which he had inherited from his
father William.5 Zebulon H. Baird appears in the 1880 Census in French Broad Township of Buncombe
County, but was listed as a retail merchant, not a farmer.6 This indicates that he was indeed living on the
property by 1880, and may suggest the long-held family historical tradition that the house was built as
early as 1878. There is not a great deal of historical information about Zebulon H. Baird, other than his
association with the Baird family as early settlers in the county and large landholders. Zebulon H. Baird
died in 1937, but had previously deeded to his only son Henry Boscombe Baird (1902-2000) two tracts of
land, one for eighty acres, and one for 250 acres, all considered to be part of the William R. Baird lands
on Reems Creek. The 250 acres had been obtained on April 24, 1876, and registered on August 6, 1879,
also serving as an indicator that the Zebulon Baird House was likely built as noted in family history, ca.
1878. The additional eighty acres were obtained on February 4, 1885, and recorded December 9, 1885.7

Henry Baird continued to live in the house until he died, having sold some acreage to Dr. H. E. Bolinger
on May 27, 1977.8 Apparently additional acreage had also been sold through the years to Carl Higgins.9

When Henry Baird died in 2000, the house and all acreage were purchased for commercial development
on June 12, 2002 by J. David Caudle from Baird (through his estate), Bolinger and Higgins.10 The
proposed development never took place and Caudle agreed on December 30, 2005 to sell the Zebulon H.

3 Buncombe County Wills Book A, pp. 79-81.
4 Arthur, John Preston. Western North Carolina History. Johnson City, Tennessee: The Overmountain Press, 1914,
reprinted 1996, p. 155.
5 Buncombe County Marriage Records.
6 Buncombe County Census Index for 1880, p. 110.
7 Buncombe County Deed Book 455, p. 245.
8 Buncombe County Deed Book 1165, p. 621.
9 Buncombe County Deed Book 2705, p. 392.
10 Buncombe County Deed Book 2825, p. 476.
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Baird House to the non-profit Preservation Society of Asheville and Buncombe County, with the
stipulation that it be moved to the south side of the property. The Society, through its revolving fund,
then sold the house to Michael G. Bryant on April 13, 2006.11 Bryant chose not to renovate the house and
sold it on May 4, 2006 to This Old House, LLC, the current owner, who is renovating the house for
commercial rental use.12

ARCHITECTURE CONTEXT
The T-plan house was commonly built in Buncombe County in the mid to late nineteenth century, but the
Zebulon H. Baird House also exhibits fashionable ornamentation that was being nationally promoted by
architectural pattern books, architects and builders by the 1860s and 1870s. Although intricate sawnwork
details, such as roofline brackets, eave ornamentation, and porch balustrades, had decorated Italianate and
Gothic Revival style houses from the 1850s on, the ca. 1878 Baird House marks an early use of mass-
produced materials more typical of the period following the 1880 arrival of the railroad in this area of
western North Carolina. It appears to be one of rural Buncombe County’s earliest examples of a house
with fashionable sawnwork decoration in the picturesque cottage mode.

The house’s ornamentation pre-dates the more elaborate Queen Anne style which did not become popular
until the mid to late 1880s. The bold, gabled window hoods and paired roof brackets are similar to those
seen on Italianate style houses and those cast in metal for commercial buildings. The heavily molded roof
cornice is reminiscent of Gothic design, and the delicate scrollwork at the gable peak and ends is simply
attached to provide a stylish, “tasteful” flare to this otherwise traditional, T-plan two-story house.
Multiple roof gables, bay windows with “stick” detailing, and the highly decorated front porch with its
free form chamfered post brackets make the Baird House stand out among the county’s rural residences of
the time.

On the interior, the house exhibits a range of woodworking finishes – from the solid newel post with its
bull-eyes, and deep chamfer and bevels that compliment the exterior details – to simple post and lintel
mantels, one with an ogee arch. Of particular note is an elaborate mantel in the parlor with sawtooth
frieze with gougework, flanked by bracketed piers with diagonal beaded board, which appears to be a
local interpretation of the Eastlake style. Much of the woodworking appears to have been crafted by hand.
The interior is entirely finished in wood sheathing, a common feature of western North Carolina houses.

One of the houses built closest to the time of the Zebulon H. Baird House is the John H. Holcombe
House in the Lower Hominy section of the county, begun in 1882 as a one-story building and expanded
into a two-story house in 1897. This house, while similar in its T-plan form, is much plainer than the
Baird House, but does have projecting bay windows on two elevations.13 Another house, which was

11 Buncombe County Deed Book 4207, p. 1454.
12 Buncombe County Deed Book 4218, p. 1265.
13 Swaim, Douglas, ed. Cabins and Castles: The History and Architecture of Buncombe County, North Carolina.
County of Buncombe, 1981, p. 137.
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begun in the mid-nineteenth century and expanded ca. 1910 is the Davidson-Davidson House near
Swannanoa, a triple-A, T-plan house which evolved from a one-and-one-half-story house. Again, as with
the Holcombe House, this house does not appear to have been built with any degree of ornamentation and
refined detailing like the Zebulon H. Baird House.14 Additional T-plan houses in the county dating from
the last decade of the nineteenth century include the Job Barnard House (1889); the Malinda Payne
House (ca. 1878 and ca. 1890); the S. J. Ashworth House (ca. 1892); and the Ben Alexander House (ca.
1893). The Job Barnard House in Weaverville makes use of some scrollwork ornamentation in the gable
ends and porch brackets, but this house was built over ten years later than the Baird House, after the
coming of the railroad.15 The Malinda Payne House in the northwest part of Buncombe County is as
elaborately decorated as the Zebulon H. Baird House, with a scrollwork porch balustrade and ornate gable
ends, but also began as a much simpler structure, with the two-story ell and ornamentation added in 1890
by local carpenter Will Waldrop.16 The S. J. Ashworth House also features some of the decorative
woodworking on the exterior which began to be typical of houses in the county beginning in the late
nineteenth century after the railroad. Like the Zebulon H. Baird House, this house has projecting bay
windows with heavy brackets and scrollwork porch brackets and gable ends, but has a later date of
construction.17 Finally, the Ben Alexander House in Fairview displays highly decorative porch brackets
on the exterior, along with a great deal of millwork on the interior, due to the fact that Ben Alexander and
his brother William owned and operated a sawmill. This house, also post-railroad, was more typical of
the prosperity of the county in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.18

14 Ibid, p. 150.
15 Ibid, p. 119.
16 Ibid, p. 131.
17 Ibid, p. 146.
18 Ibid, p. 145.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundaries for this nomination are indicated on the accompanying survey map, with a scale of
1” = 50’.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The house has been moved due to plans for future development to the north, but it remains on the
southern portion of the property historically associated with the house which provides an appropriate
setting. It is oriented facing east towards the road, as it was on its original site, with a lawn between the
house and road
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Zebulon H. Baird House Photographs

The following information applies to all photographs, except where noted.

Name of property: Zebulon H. Baird House
Weaverville
Buncombe County
North Carolina

Photographer: Sybil H. Argintar
Date of photos: January 2007

1. Front of building, view west (February 2009)

2. South elevation, view north (February 2009)

3. South and west elevations, view northeast (February 2009)

4. North elevation, view south (February 2009)

5. Foundation detail (February 2009)

6. Window hood detail.

7. Scrollwork on porch

8. Stair hall, view west.

9. First floor parlor, view southwest.

10. First floor room, view northwest.

11. Second floor hall, view east.

12. Second floor room, view southeast.

13. Typical mantel.

14. Typical door.


