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The Bormer House is a two-story structure with molu.od woathorbourding 
on a brick pier foundation On the east side is a one-story wing with a shed 
addition at the rear Both the front (south) and the rear facades of the 
main block have shed porches The main block and the wing have gable roofs 
covered with shakes Paneled corner posts and molded cornices with returns 
are consistent throughout the exterior. The south facade has nine-over-six 
sash windows set in four bays on the second level and three bays on the firs 
level, of which the. third bay is the main entrance Five-pane sidelights 
flanl{ the wide six-panel door, which is surmounted by a five-light transom .. 
The central attic window on the east side of the main block has six-over-six 
sash, while the two attic windows on the west have four-over-two. There is 
a double-shoulder Flemish bond chimney on the west side. The wing, which is 
two bays wide and two bays deep, has' a door in the first bay of the east sid • 
It feat1~es windows of nine-over-six sash like those in the main block, ex
cept for.the two windows in the attic which have four-over-two The shed 
windows have nine-over-six sash on the east and six-over-six on the north .. 
Each of these sections has a step-shoulder chimney laid in random Flemish 
bondo The side of the shed adjacent to the rear porch is covered with 
horizontal flush sidingo 

The Bonner House exhibits a side-hall plan with a large parlor to the 

m 
m 

west of a spacious entrance hall. The juxtaposition of the wing to the hall ~ 
gives the first floor the appearance of having a center-passage plan. On 
the right side of the hall is a quarter-turn stair with winders which rises ~ 
to the second flooro The open-string stair, accented by wave-pattern bracke s 
has a square newel post and balusters. The main doorway is surrounded by a n 
paneled architrave with plain corner blocks, a treatment which is repeated ~ 

around the windows of the parlor. All other windows have molded architraves 
The walls are plastered above and below the chair rail Al-:thouch not iden- 0 
tical, tho acadomic Ad-LUll mantolo in tho parlor and win1~ room uro both onriclH cl 
with elliptical sunbursts, pierced geometric patterns, and dentils. The 
mantel in the east room has colonnettes supporting the frieze, while ;_that in V'l 

the west room has fluted pilasters. In the main bedroom on the second floor 
and in the shed addition, simple unadorned mantels also follow Adam design 

The second floor is divided into two small rooms and a larger· bedroom. 
The baseboards, doors, and the upstairs newel post are decorated with wood 
graining. The attics of both the wing and main block are unfinished 
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The lot where the Bonner House now stands is located on Front Street, 
in Bath, the oldest town in North Carolina On April 20, 1708, John Lawson 
apparently bought the lot from John Fulford in the name of his daughter, 
Isabella, who was then a minor Lawson was an English surveyor who explore 
much of eastern North Carolina and wrote the first serious description of t e 
colony in 1709. One of the three founders of Bath Town, as it was then 
called, he laid out the town. and made his home there. He also worked with 
Baron Von Graffenried in the immigration of Swiss and Palatines to Carolina, 
which led to the founding of New Bern in 1710. The Tuscarora Indians, nativ s 
of the New Bern area, resented white encrrachments on their lands In 1711 
they captured and killed Lawson while he was exploring the Neuse River val 
with Von Graffenriedo 

There is no mention of a house on Isabella's lot until 1729, when she 
and her husband, John Chilley, sold the lot, with its "houses, gardens, yar s, 
orchards, fences, woods, underwoods," to John Jackson. In the century fol
lowing, the lot passed through various hands, including those of Edward 
Houit (Hocut), William Mace, James Parkinson, Robert Palmer and his son 
William, Patrick Rourk, William Boyd, Eber Rice, Thomas Respess, Charles 
Crawford, and William Carrington. Carrington bought the lot in 180.5 11 togEfh r 
with all houses o 11 Judging from the price of 3:22.5, any houses then r'emainin 
must have been in a dilapidated condition. By 1830, when the lot was sold 
to Joseph Bonner, the lot seems to have been vacant, for no mention is made 
of a house in the deed of sale, and the price was down to $17.5. Bonner is 
not listed in the 1830 census for Bath, but by 1840 he is recorded with his 
family as residing in the communityo Thus the present Bonner home was 
probably built between 1830 and 1840 

The house continued in the Bonner family until the 19.50s when it was 
acquired by the Oscar F. Smith Foundation for inclusion in Historic Bath 
The house, along with some reconstructed outbuildings, stands as an excell 
example of early nineteenth century Carolina architecture. The lot where i 
stands has had many owners, notable among whom is the historian and explore , 
John Lawson, '11 one of the most remarkable men to grace the pages of colonial 
North Carolina history .. 11 
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