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BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'I'he Bo~ver-Cox House is a frame s·tructure vvi th weatherboard sheathing.. It has 
a "T" plan formed by two, two-story blocks of almost equal size,· constructed at dif
ferent times The ca. 1820 late Federal south block has a one-story shed-roof porch 
across the full length of the south elevation. The later ell, behind this block, has 
a one-story shed-roof porch across the east elevation and a two-story porch across its 
west elevation which is now regarded as the "front" of the house 

The south block has a gable roof finished with a box cornice and tapering rak~ 
boards.. On ·the south elevation, a one-story, shed-roof porch protecJcs flush sheat:.hing 
in which is set a window containing six-over-six sash.. The door to the east of the 
window has been removed and the opening is now sheathed over 'I'he porch, replaced 
about 1930, is supported by four posts square-in-section,which rest on cement caps 
above rock piers, also square·~· in-section The second level has a bdo-ba.y division wi t:h 
one \V'indm·r original to the south block containing nine-over-nine sash and a repla.ce~, 

~ent window containing six-over-six sash. 

An ex·terior brick flue construc-ted in common bond on ·the foundations of an earlier 
chimney rises at the east gable end.. A very fine exterior single,~shoulder chimney of 
brick laid in Flemish bond sJcands at the w_est gable end.. It is flanked by windows 
containing six-over-six sash on the first level and \·,7indows containing· nine~·over-six 
sash on the second level The window surrounds vary throughout the house Those 
around the windows of nine-over-six sash have plain surrounds wi·th a molded back band .. 
The surrounds on the later windovvS of six-over-six sash are plain unmolded boards 

The north elevation of the early section is covered by the later, ca .. 1870-75, 
ell.. The west elevation of the ell has a three-bay- division on both levels and is 
fronted by a two-story porch four bays wide. The first level of the porch is sup
ported by short unfluted columns ~,vhich rest on cement capped rock P,iers, square~in
sectio~which were installed about 1930 .. The second level of the porch is supported 
by posts, square-in-section,with a balustrade of simple balustersr also square-in
section, m1der an un.molded hand rail9 The paired gable roofs (t.vhich cover the ell) 
are arranged ·transversely, and each extends over the four bays of the porch~ Their 
pented fronts are clad in weatherboards and contain rectangular ventilators. The roof 
pents are covered with wood shingles The windows behind the porch contain six-over
six sash and are set in molded archit.ra.ves which curve outiivard at the top The door 
surrounds vary, but those on the first bay (immediately behind the earlier block), 
on both levels have modeled lintels with curved tops while the door in the northern 
bay of the second level has a plain surroun.d with a molded back band. 

The west elevation of the ell has a single window containing six-over-six sash 
at both levels. A one-story shed-roof porch carries across the full length of the 
east elevation of the ell~ the northern end has been enclosed 

The interior of the original block follm.,,s a hall,-and=-,parlor plan and is primarily 
Federal in character, though the existing first floor parti·tion appears to be a later 
replaceme.n t& No clear evidence remains as to the placement of the sjca.ir in this 
section the second floor may have been reached by a rear exterior stair similar to that 
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of the nearby HcMillan House of a slightly later period.. The Gre(ek Revival character 
of the second floor doors to the present stair hall bears out this supposition 

The mantel of the west 
addition; a narrow shelf rests on square end 
pilasters the fire opening A raised 
edges, a motif similar to other later nineteen·th 
area 1 is attached under the shelf at ·the cent.c=1r.. The mantel 
has been removed, and a twentieth bathroom has been 
of the room" Walls of both rooms o the 
original wide flush 

The interior space of ·the Victorian addi t:ion ext:ends 
v1ith a stair b.all and t\'IO roo;:ns north" 
parlor of the block \vith a door 
exterior rear door of the late Federal 
east along the south ,,vall ·to a landing 
flight to the second floor hall. The 
and a simple molded cap Balusters 

Vic·t:or ian 

molded 
the 
room 

on t:he no1:::-·th side 
s reta.in their 

in a linear fashion 
hall joi11s the. 

i:he 
rises to UJe 

a sh.o:c·t reve1~ se 
a neck rnold.ing 
molded handrail 

·The door- ·to the second floor east room of the block i~~ reached by three 
steps rising off the 'I'his door has veri:ical s" The mantel 
in the east room is the only remaining original one it consists of plain pilasters 
flanking a square fire flat \'lith a delicate 
applied molding, The shallov1 shelf is small brackets 
at the ends and in ·the cenJcer ~ 

The door in the second floor interior is unusual: i·t is of 
four panels a horizontal at the top and bottom Ni i:h t•"ro veri:ical panels bet>:leen 
The panels are raised with a thin applied on t.he sa...me side as the bevel fJ.'his 
door no longer reaches the west room, as a ne~H t::.ion extends across that room, 
forming a long narror,v closet The west. room has been completely J::·c:'!finish:2d in sheet 
rock, and iJcs mantel removed The door joinincs i.·t t:o the hal has three narrow 
vertical raised 

The second floor interior of the Victoria~n follo 1>T.'.J i:he near 
and plain finish of the first with machine made doors set in plain board ~rchitraves 
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The Bower-Cox House belonged to ·two of Ashe County's most prominent citizens of 
the nineteenth cen·tury and like other houses it has enjoyed additions and alterations 
to the orig·inal fabric by a series of O'NTlers... Georg·e Bower was prominen·t in both 
political and commercial circles and had ex·tensi ve land holdings· throughout the county'" 
He &ected the Federal~~style section of this house around 1820 In 1852, he sold the 
house and adjacent property to Dr Aras B Cox, who wrote a his·tory of the settlement 
of the area, a running· monologue on the most prominent families~ Footprints 2~n the 
Sands Time Dr. Cox added i:he wing to the rear of the Bower house, after the Civil 
War, expanding the house ·to its present proportions 

Probably _sometime aro1md 1820 George Bm,rer built a house on the South Fork of the 
New River near Silas ~ranch in Ashe County., Beb,reen 1800 and 1820 he purchased several 
large amotLnts ·of land on the South Fork.. But because these purchases involved numerous 
transactions and since contemporary landmarks are now obscure, it is not possible to 
determine f:t;om whom Bm~n~r obtained the property on which he erected his house 

George Bower was an influential residen·t of Ashe County in the early nineteenth 
century. In 1807 he was constable of the Ashe Coru1ty Court He also served in the 
North Carolina Senate from 1812 to 1817, longer than any other state senator from Ashe 
County.. Besides his role in public service, Bm,Jer was a successful farmer and busines;:.;w~ 
man who, in addition to his South Fork farm house built an D~posing brick house (1828~ 

1850) which still stands on Main Street in Jefferson. He ran his farm with the labor 
of thirty-three slaves, and according to local tradition, he drowned in the Yadkin 
River in 1861 while pursuing one of his runa1,,1ay chattels .. 1 

In 1852 Bo,,ver had sold to Aras B .. Cox "a certain parcel of land lying and being in 
the County of Ashe ., .. on the waters of the South Fork of New River on Silas 
Brar1ch 3 estimated at four hundred acres 0 2 Evidently this conveyance included Jche: 
Bower House 

Dr., Aras B.. Cox was a locally prominent physician v7ho ser\Ted as Clerk of Su.pc~rior 
Court in 1849 and 1853 Ashe County ci·tizens :cew.ember him a.s a leader in estctblishin•J' 
the su-therland Methodist Cb.urch arollild 1856 His real and personal esta-te, which in·
cluded the Bower-Cox House and eight slaves, was valued at $12,600 in 1860 Cox also .., 
commanded a company of Confederate infantry d1J.ring the Civil War" J 

I I 

l 



Form No. 1 0-300a 
(Rev. 10-

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ITEM NUMBER 

The Ashe County records do not reveal when Aras 
of his estate But his granddaughter Mrs 
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in the late nineteenth 
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to her before his death The house 
and the former Ruth Cox but in his 
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